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Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By
rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	There	are	many	factors	to	consider	when	deciding	on	the	best	sleep	space	for	your	baby—and	there’s	no	shortage	of	choices!	If	you’ve	narrowed	it	down	to	a
pack	n’	play	or	a	crib,	this	guide	can	give	you	a	better	look	at	the	pros	and	cons	of	each	so	you	can	pick	the	best	bed	for	your	little	one.	A	crib	or	a	pack	n’	play—also	called	a	play	yard	or	playpen—are	both	safe	places	for	your	baby	to	sleep.	Although	they	can	both	serve	as	your	baby’s	first	bed,	there	are	significant	differences	in	size,	portability,	and
other	factors	that	may	help	you	determine	which	one	is	right	for	your	family.	Some	of	the	main	differences	between	cribs	and	pack	n’	plays	are	…	Cribs	are	stationary	pieces	of	furniture.	They	can	be	easily	moved	around	for	redecorating	or	organizing	your	baby’s	room,	but	you	won’t	be	taking	them	apart	to	move	them	from	one	room	to	another	on	a
daily	basis.	Pack	n’	plays	are	made	to	quickly	break	down	and	set	up	over	and	over	again.	Because	they	fold	up	into	a	small,	lightweight	package	they’re	ideal	for	traveling	or	moving	to	different	areas	of	the	house.	A	crib	mattress	is	larger	and	thicker.	This	gives	your	baby	more	space	to	spread	out	while	sleeping	on	a	comfortable	mattress	that’s	most
like	your	own.	The	pack	n’	play	mattress	is	very	thin	with	a	solid	backing	to	maintain	the	support	of	the	bottom	of	the	play	yard.	It’s	slightly	padded,	but	better	suited	for	comfortable	sitting	or	standing	as	opposed	to	a	cozy	place	to	sleep.	A	full-size	crib	takes	up	more	space	but	gives	your	baby	plenty	of	room	to	move	even	as	they	grow	bigger.	The
pack	n’	play	is	ideal	for	small	spaces,	but	your	little	one	is	sure	to	grow	out	of	it	sooner.	Although	a	crib	does	come	at	a	higher	price	point,	investing	in	a	quality	piece	of	furniture	can	save	you	money	in	the	long	run.	The	same	crib	you	purchase	for	your	newborn	can	still	be	used	well	into	their	toddler	years	without	ever	needing	to	replace	it.	A	pack	n’
play	may	cost	less	than	$100—if	you	don’t	add	any	accessories—and	can	be	a	great	short-term	solution	if	you’re	saving	up	for	a	crib.	Explore	The	Nursery	60-DAY	FREE	RETURNS	SHOP	ALL!	Cribs	are	a	safe	place	to	put	your	baby	down	at	any	time,	but	they’re	mainly	used	as	a	sleep	space	for	naptimes	and	bedtime.	Pack	n’	plays	offer	the	versatility
of	being	a	place	to	sleep	or	play	in	any	room	of	the	house,	at	outdoor	events,	or	while	traveling.	There	are	models	that	also	offer	a	changing	table	and	bassinet	attachment.	A	crib	is	generally	made	of	natural	or	synthetic	wood	and	metal	hardware	giving	it	a	sturdy	frame	and	long-lasting	durability.	Cribs	have	a	higher	weight	capacity	to	hold	your	little
one	as	they	grow	and	can	withstand	prolonged,	daily	use.	Even	a	teething	baby	may	only	leave	behind	minor	marks	that	don’t	affect	the	solidity	of	the	frame.	A	pack	n’	play	is	made	to	fold	and	unfold	repeatedly	which	can	take	a	toll	on	the	integrity	of	the	materials.	Usually,	a	play	yard	is	constructed	of	a	metal	and	plastic	frame	surrounded	by	thin
cloth	and	mesh	coverings.	Along	with	frequent	setup	and	breakdown,	the	more	mobile	your	baby	becomes,	the	greater	the	chance	of	rips	and	tears	in	the	fabric.	The	features	that	make	the	pack	n’	play	unique	can	present	advantages	and	disadvantages	in	certain	situations.	Depending	on	how	your	family	will	use	the	pack	n’	play,	these	are	some	of	the
pros	and	cons	you	might	consider.	500+	5-Star	Reviews	Meet	The	Glider	Plus	Ships	immediately!	SHOP	NOW	Once	your	baby	is	interested	in	toys,	the	pack	n’	play	can	serve	as	a	place	to	play	when	you	need	them—and	their	toys—to	stay	in	one	area.	This	is	a	great	way	to	know	that	your	baby	isn’t	getting	into	anything	while	you	focus	your	attention
on	something	else	for	a	bit.	Just	make	sure	the	toys	you	leave	in	the	play	yard	are	age-appropriate	and	stay	close	by	so	you	can	check	on	them	frequently.	Rolling,	sitting	up,	and	pulling	up	to	stand	are	all	safe	for	your	baby	to	practice	in	the	pack	n’	play.	The	four-sided	enclosure	provides	boundaries	as	your	child	learns	to	perfect	their	gross	motor
skills.	And	the	mesh	sides	give	you	a	front-row	seat	to	watch	all	the	new	tricks	your	little	one	has	learned.	The	design	of	a	pack	n’	play	includes	breathable	mesh	sides	and	a	firm	flat	surface	for	your	baby	to	sleep	on.	A	play	yard	is	approved	by	the	Consumer	Products	Safety	Commission	(CPSC)	as	a	safe	infant	sleep	product.	To	further	adhere	to	the
CPSC	safety	standards,	pillows,	blankets,	and	plush	toys	should	not	be	in	the	pack	n’	play	while	your	child	is	sleeping.	Some	babies	have	a	difficult	time	adjusting	to	changes	in	their	bedtime	routine.	If	your	family	plans	to	take	overnight	trips,	it	can	be	helpful	to	have	a	pack	n’	play	that	your	little	one	has	spent	some	time	in	before.	A	good	night’s	sleep
for	your	baby—and	you—can	make	or	break	a	family	trip.	A	pack	n’	play	generally	supports	a	weight	of	25-30	pounds.	If	this	is	your	child’s	everyday	sleep	spot,	you	might	find	yourself	needing	to	transition	them	to	a	toddler	or	big	kid	bed	sooner	than	you	thought.	It	can	be	frustrating	when	you’re	trying	to	quickly	put	together	a	pack	n’	play	for	a	tired
baby.	Each	model	comes	with	its	own	instructions	to	guide	you	through	the	process,	but	every	minute	is	precious	when	your	little	one	needs	to	get	to	sleep.	Even	a	slight	struggle	may	leave	you	feeling	that	the	pack	n’	play	is	more	burdensome	than	helpful.	Pack	n’	plays	are	compact	when	folded,	but	they	still	take	up	a	significant	amount	of	space
length-wise.	If	you	can’t	designate	part	of	a	closet	or	other	storage	area	to	fit	the	size	of	the	play	yard,	then	it	could	be	left	to	sit	out	in	your	way	or	as	an	eyesore	in	the	corner	of	the	room.	As	your	baby	grows,	he	or	she	will	take	up	more	space.	Older	babies	will	stretch	and	change	positions	while	they	sleep	just	like	adults.	When	your	child	is	long
enough	to	bump	into	or	rub	against	the	sides	of	the	pack	n’	play,	it’s	likely	they’ll	start	waking	up	in	the	night	because	they’re	uncomfortable.	The	padding	on	the	pack	n’	play	mattress	is	minimal,	but	adding	any	extra	cushion	would	increase	the	risk	of	suffocation.	A	crib	may	seem	like	a	staple	piece	of	furniture	in	your	baby’s	nursery,	but	is	it	the	best
choice	for	your	home?	Weighing	the	pros	and	cons	of	purchasing	a	crib	can	help	you	decide.	You	can	find	peace	of	mind	knowing	your	baby	is	safe	in	their	crib.	The	side	rails	are	high	and	the	bed	is	raised	up	off	the	floor	making	it	more	difficult	for	pets	or	other	siblings	to	interfere.	Cribs	are	rigorously	tested	for	structural	integrity	and	safe	design
features.	The	Crib	from	Nurture&	exceeds	the	baby	crib	safety	standards	set	by	ASTM	International	and	is	built	to	last	with	premium,	non-toxic	materials.	Room	sharing	is	encouraged	during	the	early	newborn	months,	but	when	it’s	time	to	move	your	baby	into	the	nursery	it	can	be	helpful	to	have	the	crib	set	up	and	waiting.	The	transition	from
bassinet	to	crib	can	be	tedious,	but	early	introduction	with	small	amounts	of	time	awake	in	the	crib	will	help	your	baby	learn	to	sleep	in	their	own	space.	A	high-quality	crib	is	made	to	withstand	several	years	of	use.	Your	little	one	can	safely	sleep	in	a	crib	well	into	their	toddler	years,	or	you	can	save	the	crib	for	each	new	sibling	you	bring	home.	You
can	find	a	crib	with	a	design	that	the	rest	of	your	nursery	theme	centers	around	or	one	with	a	simple	style	to	match	any	type	of	room	decor.	The	possibilities	are	endless	and	you	have	many	color	and	customization	options	to	personalize	your	baby’s	crib.	Without	fabric	sides,	the	bare	frame	of	most	cribs	only	requires	a	quick	wipe-down	for	drool	and
spit-up	messes.	Crib	sheets	can	be	machine-washed	after	a	diaper	blowout	and	a	crib	mattress	like	the	Lullaby	Earth	Breeze	Air	is	waterproof	with	a	removable,	washable,	waterproof	cover.	The	dimensions	of	a	standard	crib	give	your	growing	baby	plenty	of	space	to	move	around	and	get	comfortable	while	they	sleep.	Babies	can	maneuver	into
crunched-up	positions	while	they’re	dreaming,	so	room	to	stretch	out	is	a	necessity.	There’s	no	doubt	that	a	crib	will	cost	you	more	money.	This	can	be	a	problem	for	some	families	who	have	their	finances	focused	on	other	things.	The	cost	of	a	crib	may	be	something	that	takes	a	while	to	save	up	for.	A	crib	takes	up	a	considerable	amount	of	space	in
the	room.	Safely	placing	all	of	your	nursery	furniture	in	one	room	can	feel	like	a	game	of	Tetris.	There	can	be	a	slight	variation	in	sizes	among	different	brands	so	check	the	dimensions	before	you	buy	to	make	sure	it	fits	in	your	space.	A	crib	requires	a	setup	of	screwing	large	panels	of	side	rails	and	end	pieces	together,	making	it	impractical	to	take
with	you	on	the	go.	Even	moving	the	crib	from	one	room	in	the	house	to	another	can	take	a	significant	amount	of	time	and	energy.	The	advantages	of	a	crib	tend	to	outweigh	the	negatives	for	most	families.	It	can	be	an	even	easier	decision	to	make	when	you	find	out	there	are	several	different	types	for	you	to	choose	from.	Each	style	of	crib	has	a
different	purpose	so	you	can	find	exactly	what	you	need	in	your	baby’s	nursery.	A	convertible	crib	is	the	epitome	of	a	long-term	investment.	This	crib	comes	with	the	option	of	a	guardrail	that	can	be	swapped	out	with	the	front	crib	rails	to	become	a	toddler	bed.	Although	they	typically	come	at	a	higher	cost	upfront,	you’ll	benefit	from	extended	use
with	the	convertible	crib.	A	crib	combined	with	an	attached	changing	table	or	shelving	unit.	This	is	most	convenient	during	the	newborn	stage	when	you’re	up	changing	diapers	frequently	in	the	middle	of	the	night.	There	are	safety	concerns	as	your	baby	gets	older.	Take	notice	of	when	your	baby	can	stand	and	reach	things	up	on	the	changing	table
and	when	they	begin	trying	to	climb.	The	piece	attached	may	make	it	easier	for	your	little	one	to	escape	the	confines	of	the	crib.	As	the	name	suggests,	the	mini	crib	is	a	smaller	version	of	the	standard	crib.	This	type	of	baby	bed	requires	a	special	mattress	since	the	mini	crib	can	be	12-14	inches	shorter	in	length	than	a	regular	crib.	The	mini	crib	is	a
great	option	for	small	spaces	or	room	sharing.	This	is	the	type	of	crib	that	standard-size	crib	mattresses,	crib	sheets,	and	mattress	pads	are	based	on.	A	regular	crib	functions	only	as	a	crib	without	any	extra	add-ons	or	transitioning	pieces.	Yes,	a	pack	n’	play	can	be	used	as	a	crib.	Meaning,	it’s	safe	for	your	baby’s	daily	naps	and	bedtime.	The
American	Academy	of	Pediatrics	(AAP)	considers	play	yards,	along	with	cribs	and	bassinets,	to	be	a	safe	sleeping	surface	for	babies	and	toddlers	within	the	height	and	weight	limitations	of	the	product.	The	AAP	recommends	a	baby’s	sleep	space	consist	of	a	firm,	flat	mattress	covered	only	by	a	fitted	sheet	to	reduce	the	risk	of	sudden	infant	death
syndrome	(SIDS).	While	a	pack	n’	play	and	crib	can	be	used	interchangeably	with	your	newborn,	it’s	important	to	think	ahead	when	choosing	a	permanent	bed	for	your	baby.	Many	new	parents	find	it	helpful	to	have	both	a	pack	n’	play	and	a	crib.	A	pack	n’	play	is	better	suited	as	a	temporary	sleep	solution	or	as	a	piece	of	baby	gear	used	while
traveling.	A	crib	can	be	designated	as	a	permanent	sleep	spot	from	infancy	through	toddlerhood.	The	long-lasting	benefits	of	investing	in	a	high-quality	crib	ensure	the	safety,	comfort,	and	overall	well-being	of	your	little	one.	Ultimately,	you	know	your	family	and	your	lifestyle	better	than	anyone	else.	When	you	look	to	this	list	of	pros	and	cons	as	your
guide	to	buying	a	pack	n’	play	or	a	crib,	you	can	make	an	informed	decision.	Discover	The	Crib	and	other	nursery	furniture	from	Nurture&	in	our	online	store.	We’re	proud	to	offer	you	our	premium,	modern,	and	non-toxic	nursery	furniture	and	baby	essentials	made	for	parents,	by	parents.	For	new	parents,	it’s	hard	to	determine	what	exactly	you	will
need	when	that	little	one	arrives.	Maybe	you’re	trying	to	save	on	money	or	save	on	space.	Or	both.	Maybe	you	just	truly	don’t	know	where	to	begin	when	reviewing	all	the	baby	items	out	there.	That’s	okay!	I’ve	got	you	covered	with	this	detailed	guide	on	the	pack	and	play	vs	crib:	which	to	choose	and	why.	Keep	reading	to	find	out	all	the	benefits	of	a
pack	and	play	vs	crib	and	which	one	will	suit	your	lifestyle	the	best!	“This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I	receive	a	small	commission,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you,	if	you	make	a	purchase	using	this	link.	Please	see	my	disclosure	for	more	details.”	“As	an	Amazon	Associate,	I	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.”	Photo	by	Enrique	Hoyos	The	most
important	thing	of	any	sleep	space	is	your	baby’s	safety.	The	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics	has	a	list	of	safety	standards	for	preventing	SIDS	(sudden	infant	death	syndrome)	and	should	be	followed	each	time	your	baby	sleeps	(nighttime	and	naps):	Place	babies	in	their	own	beds	on	their	backs	Use	a	crib,	bassinet,	or	portable	play	yard	with	a	firm
mattress	and	fitted	sheet	Avoid	sleeping	on	couches,	chairs,	baby	swings,	or	car	seats	(unless	traveling)	Remove	blankets,	pillows,	soft	toys,	crib	bumpers,	or	other	soft	and	loose	items	from	the	sleeping	area	To	further	reduce	your	risk	of	sudden	infant	death	syndrome,	room	share	for	the	first	year	of	life,	breastfeed	your	baby	(if	possible),	use	a
pacifier	when	sleeping,	and	avoid	smoking.	Yes,	according	to	the	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics	a	pack	and	play	can	be	used	as	crib	for	a	safe	sleep	place	for	a	newborn.	So,	when	determining	a	pack	and	play	vs	crib,	the	choice	really	comes	down	to	you.	Continue	reading	to	let	me	help	in	making	that	choice	a	little	easier	for	you.	Photo	by	Vicki	Yde
A	Pack	n’	Play	is	a	trademarked	term	from	Graco	for	their	play	yard	product.	These	days	any	play	yard	or	what	used	to	be	considered	a	playpen	(hello,	80’s	babies)	is	referred	to	as	a	pack	and	play.	And	the	reason	they	are	called	pack	and	plays	is	that	they	are	portable	play	yards.	Just	pack	them	up,	and	you	have	a	safe	play	area	(or	safe	sleep	space)
anywhere.	The	standard	size	of	a	pack	and	play	is	28	inches	by	40	inches.	They	have	breathable	mesh	sides	and	are	a	safe	space	for	your	newborn	baby	to	sleep.	The	weight	limit	of	a	pack	and	play	is	25	to	30	pounds	(depending	on	the	model).	There’s	also	a	range	of	prices	based	on	the	number	of	extra	features	you’re	looking	for:	The	basic	portable
play	yard	is	just	that:	four	mesh	sides	and	a	thin	mattress	pad.	You	can	get	a	thicker	mattress,	as	long	as	it	is	approved	for	use	with	a	pack	and	play.	For	safety	reasons,	you	never	want	to	use	a	crib	mattress	in	a	pack	and	play.	The	pack	and	play	with	the	removable	bassinet	is	a	great	option,	if	you	don’t	want	to	also	purchase	a	bassinet.	It	allows	your
baby	to	sleep	higher	than	the	basic	play	yard,	so	you	don’t	have	to	bend	down	as	far	to	pick	him	up	(perfect	for	when	you	just	get	home	from	the	hospital).	And	you	can	use	it	in	your	bedroom	for	room	sharing.	Or	use	it	in	your	living	room,	during	the	day,	to	have	a	safe	place	to	put	baby	down	for	naps	or	while	you	run	to	the	bathroom.	You	can
absolutely	use	the	bassinet	attachment	of	your	pack	and	play	to	do	quick	diaper	changes.	However,	to	ease	some	of	your	back	pain	from	all	that	bending	over,	add	a	pack	and	play	with	a	diaper	changer	to	the	baby	gear	section	of	your	registry,	and	you’ll	have	everything	you	need	in	one	great	product.	This	may	seem	like	a	silly	question.	Especially	for
a	soon-to-be-mom	who’s	being	doing	nothing	but	researching	safe	places	for	your	newborn	baby	to	sleep.	But	there	are	a	few	different	baby	crib	options	out	there:	A	standard	crib	is	the	larger	of	the	crib	options,	measuring	28	inches	by	52	inches.	You	may	also	see	this	referred	to	as	a	full-size	crib.	Most	standard	cribs	have	a	weight	limit	of	35	to	50
pounds,	so	you’re	going	to	be	using	it	for	quite	a	while.	They’re	permanent	structures	to	be	set	up	in	your	baby’s	own	room.	They’re	the	beautiful	piece	of	furniture	you	see	in	every	nursery	photo.	You	can	get	a	standard	crib	in	many	colors	of	wood	and	any	design	that	will	fit	with	the	theme	of	your	nursery.	Most	full-size	cribs	are	now	convertible
cribs,	meaning	they	will	convert	to	a	toddler	bed	when	the	time	comes.	A	3-in-1	convertible	crib	converts	from	a	crib	to	a	toddler	bed	or	day	bed.	A	4-in-1	convertible	crib	converts	from	a	crib	to	a	toddler	bed,	a	daybed,	and	a	twin	bed	(or	a	full-size	bed,	depending	on	the	model).	However,	you	may	need	extra	parts	for	those	conversions,	and	it	can	get
pricey.	Parenting	tip:	Some	crib	mattresses	are	double-sided.	A	harder	side	for	newborns	and	a	softer	side	for	toddlers.	So,	if	you	purchase	a	convertible	crib,	you	can	continue	to	use	your	crib	mattress	with	the	toddler	bed,	as	the	two	are	the	same	size.	The	mini	crib	is	a	great	option	for	small	spaces	if	you	still	want	a	crib,	but	you	just	don’t	have	the
room.	They	typically	measure	24	inches	by	38	inches.	The	weight	limit	of	a	mini	crib	is	approximately	45	pounds	(which	is	around	4	years	old).	The	main	difference	between	a	mini	crib	and	a	regular	crib	(besides	the	size)	is	that	some	of	them	are	on	wheels	and	can	fold	up.	This	means	you	can	move	it	around	your	house	easier	than	a	standard	crib,	but
it	looks	just	as	beautiful.	They	also	make	a	great	option	for	newborn	babies	to	sleep	in,	as	they	are	not	as	roomy	as	a	full-size	crib,	and	your	baby	will	not	be	rolling	about	as	much	early	on.	Being	a	portable	crib,	they’re	also	a	nice	option	if	you	need	a	nursery	set	up	at	grandma’s	house	since	they	don’t	have	to	be	set	up	all	the	time.	Another	crib	option
available	is	a	crib	with	a	changing	table	attached.	The	crib	portion	(where	your	baby	sleeps)	is	the	same	size	as	a	standard	crib,	so	you	can	purchase	the	same	size	crib	mattress.	However,	the	crib	is	actually	larger	than	a	standard	crib	because	it	has	a	changing	table	attached,	with	extra	space	for	storage.	If	you	have	the	room	for	something	this	large,
it	can	be	quite	convenient,	and	you	wouldn’t	have	to	purchase	a	separate	changing	station.	They	are	even	more	expensive,	however.	And	if	you	buy	a	convertible	crib,	you’ll	be	purchasing	those	extra	accessories	to	turn	it	into	a	toddler	bed	later.	Related:	How	to	Set	Up	The	Perfect	Nursery	The	Lotus	travel	crib	is	the	perfect	solution	for	a	safe	sleep
surface	when	away	from	home.	It	is	similar	to	a	pack	and	play	with	mesh	sides.	It	is	recommended	for	babies	ages	0	to	3,	or	until	your	toddler	can	climb	out.	It	even	makes	a	good	crib	for	everyday	use	since	it	doesn’t	have	a	weight	limit	because	the	base	sits	directly	on	the	floor.	Photo	by	Karolina	Grabowska	There’s	a	lot	of	information	when	trying	to
make	a	decision	between	a	pack	and	play	vs	crib.	But	now	that	you	have	an	overview	of	each	product	and	a	better	idea	of	each	of	their	features,	let’s	dive	into	the	pros	and	cons	of	each	so	you	can	see	what	the	best	option	is	for	you.	Portable	Cheaper	Easy	setup	Perfect	for	small	spaces	Travel	bag	for	easy	transportation	Doubles	as	sleep	area	and	play
area	Able	to	safely	room	share	for	first	year	of	life	Extra	features	to	provide	multiple	functions	Not	made	for	long-term	use	Less	comfortable	Lower	to	the	ground	Not	many	designs	available	Can	be	used	for	years	More	comfortable	mattress	More	durable	More	room	for	baby	Different	height	settings	to	change	as	baby	grows	More	styles	available
Other	sizes	available	(mini	crib,	crib	with	changing	table)	Stationary	More	expensive	Difficult	to	put	together	Photo	by	Dobromir	Dobrev	Pack	and	Play	vs	Crib:	FAQS	Yes,	according	to	the	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics,	a	pack	and	play	offers	your	baby	a	safe	sleep	space	every	night,	as	long	as	you	follow	the	guidelines	on	safe	sleep:	nothing	soft,	no
loose	bedding,	no	bumpers,	baby	on	back	to	sleep.	(Check	out	the	information	above	on	safe	sleep	as	a	refresher.)	You	should	transition	your	baby	from	a	pack	and	play	to	a	crib	when	you	have	reached	the	maximum	weight	limit	of	your	pack	and	play	(at	approximately	25	to	30	pounds)	or	when	your	baby	starts	to	climb	out	of	the	pack	and	play.	You
can	raise	and	lower	your	crib	mattress	depending	on	the	height	of	your	baby	(and	his	eagerness	to	climb	out).	No,	pack	and	plays	are	only	28	inches	by	40	inches	whereas	a	standard	crib	is	28	inches	by	52	inches.	However,	pack	and	plays	are	larger	than	most	mini	cribs	which	measure	24	inches	by	38	inches.	Since	those	pack	and	play	mattresses	are
so	thin,	I	can’t	imagine	that	they	are	too	comfortable.	However,	bassinet	mattresses	are	also	not	very	thick,	and	babies	sleep	fine	on	those.	And	if	they’ve	never	slept	anywhere	else,	they	do	not	yet	know	the	comfort	of	a	thick	mattress.	At	this	point,	it	is	best	to	be	concerned	with	a	safe	sleep	space.	A	travel	crib	is	a	bed	used	for	baby	when	you’re	away
from	home;	the	lotus	travel	crib	being	the	ideal	solution	for	travel.	And	while	you	may	find	different	options	of	travel	cribs,	a	pack	and	play	can	also	be	used	as	a	travel	crib,	as	it	is	portable	and	can	be	folded	into	its	travel	bag	for	transportation	or	easy	storage.	So,	if	you’ve	read	this	far,	you’re	probably	trying	to	decide	whether	or	not	a	pack	and	play
vs	crib	is	the	best	option	for	you.	But	maybe,	you	already	know	you	want	a	crib	and	you	thinking,	do	I	really	need	a	pack	and	play	too?	If	you’re	just	looking	for	a	safe	sleep	space	for	baby	(and	you’ve	decided	on	a	crib),	then	no,	you	probably	don’t	need	a	pack	and	play	as	well.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	play	area	or	a	safe	environment	to	keep	your	baby
while	cooking,	using	the	bathroom,	taking	a	nap,	or	showering,	then	a	pack	and	play	is	the	best	option	for	you,	and	you	should	get	one	(if	you	have	the	room).	A	pack	and	play	is	also	great	for	young	babies	if	you	decide	to	room	share	for	the	first	year	of	life.	You	can	use	a	bassinet,	but	your	little	one	will	outgrow	a	bassinet	faster	than	the	pack	and
play.	So,	it’s	nice	to	have	this	an	option	for	your	bedroom	and	can	even	be	moved	into	your	living	room	during	the	day,	as	a	safe	space	for	babies	or	young	toddlers.	They	are	also	a	great	option	when	traveling,	even	when	staying	at	grandma’s	house	for	a	night	or	two.	They	come	with	their	own	travel	bag	to	store	everything	and	are	easy	to	put	together
and	take	down.	The	one	other	reason	I	decided	on	using	both	a	pack	and	play	and	a	crib	is	that	with	an	older	baby	or	young	toddler	it	may	be	harder	to	distinguish	a	play	space	from	a	sleep	space	when	only	using	a	pack	and	play.	There	you	have	it:	the	key	differences	of	a	pack	and	play	vs	crib.	You	can’t	really	go	wrong	with	either.	It	just	depends	on
your	personal	situation.	And	if	you	feel	like	you	need	both,	that’s	always	an	option	as	well.	It’s	also	a	great	idea	to	add	either	(or	both)	of	these	items	to	your	baby	registry.	Although	they	are	both	pricy	options,	friends	and	family	members	may	go	in	together	to	get	you	a	big	item	on	your	list,	if	they	know	exactly	what	you’re	wanting.	Let	us	know	in	the
comments	what	you	decided	to	use	for	your	baby.	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.	As	an	Amazon	associate,	I	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	If	you’re	a	first-time	parent,	one	of	the	many	decisions	you’ll	have	to	make	is	whether	to	get	a	Pack	n	Play	or	crib	for	your	baby.	Both	have	their	pros	and	cons,	so	it	can	be	difficult	to	decide	which	one	is
best	for	you.	In	this	blog	post,	we	will	break	down	the	pros	and	cons	of	both	Pack	n	Plays	and	cribs	(Pack	n	Play	vs	Crib)	so	that	you	can	make	an	informed	decision	about	which	one	is	right	for	you.	Graco	Pack	n	Play	(in	Picture)	–	Pack	n	Plays	are	portable,	so	they’re	great	for	travel.	You	can	easily	take	them	with	you	when	you	go	on	vacation	or	visit
family	and	friends.	–	usually	less	expensive	than	cribs.	–	Pack	n	Plays	can	be	used	as	a	playpen	for	your	baby,	so	they	can	have	their	own	safe	space	to	play	in.	-are	small,	so	they	can	be	a	good	option	if	you	have	limited	space	in	your	home.	Pack	n	Plays	are	not	meant	for	long-term	use.	Your	baby	should	only	sleep	in	a	Pack	n	Play	for	the	first	few
months	of	their	life.	After	that,	you’ll	need	to	upgrade	to	a	crib.	Yes,	you	can	use	a	Pack	n	Play	as	a	crib,	but	it’s	not	recommended	for	long-term	use.	Pack	n	Plays	are	not	as	sturdy	as	cribs	and	they	don’t	have	the	same	features,	such	as	drop-down	sides.	Some	babies	sleep	well	in	Pack	n	Plays,	while	others	do	not.	If	your	baby	has	trouble	sleeping	in	a
Pack	n	Play,	you	may	want	to	try	a	crib	instead.	The	standard	Pack	n	Play	size	is	27	inches	by	39	inches.	There	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer	to	this	question.	The	best	Pack	n	Play	for	you	will	depend	on	your	needs	and	preferences.	There	are	many	different	types	of	Pack	n	Plays	on	the	market,	so	be	sure	to	do	your	research	before	making	a	purchase.
You	don’t	necessarily	need	both	a	Pack	n	Play	and	a	crib.	It	depends	on	your	needs	and	preferences.	If	you	plan	on	traveling	often	or	have	limited	space	in	your	home,	a	Pack	n	Play	may	be	a	better	option	for	you.	If	you	want	a	more	permanent	solution	or	plan	on	using	the	crib	for	your	baby’s	entire	childhood,	then	a	crib	may	be	the	better	choice.
Whichever	you	choose,	make	sure	to	do	your	research	and	pick	the	option	that	is	best	for	you	and	your	family.	Related:	The	Best	Pack	N	Play	for	2022:	What	You	Need	To	Know	Pin	for	Later		–	Cribs	are	more	permanent	than	Pack	n	Plays	and	cannot	be	easily	moved	around,	so	they’re	not	as	convenient	for	travel.	–	usually	take	up	more	space	than
Pack	n	Plays.	–	Cribs	can	be	converted	into	a	toddler	bed,	so	they	can	last	longer	than	Pack	n	Plays.	–	usually	have	more	features	than	Pack	n	Plays,	such	as	drop-down	sides	and	adjustable	heights.	-Can	come	with	a	matching	changing	table	and	under	the	crib	storage.	Related:	The	Best	Convertible	Baby	Cribs	of	2022:	Which	one	is	right	for	you?	Yes,
newborns	can	sleep	in	cribs,	but	you	may	want	to	wait	until	your	baby	is	a	few	months	old	before	making	the	switch	from	a	Pack	n	Play.	A	Pack	n	Play	is	a	smaller	and	more	portable	than	a	travel	crib.	Travel	cribs	are	designed	for	older	babies	and	toddlers	who	need	more	space.	Babies	usually	need	a	crib	when	they	are	between	three	and	six	months
old.	Babies	can	sleep	in	cribs	until	they	are	about	two	years	old.	After	that,	you’ll	need	to	upgrade	to	a	toddler	bed.	There	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer	to	this	question.	The	best	crib	for	you	will	depend	on	your	needs	and	preferences.	There	are	many	different	types	of	cribs	on	the	market,	so	be	sure	to	do	your	research	before	making	a	purchase.	So,
which	is	better?	Pack	n	Play	or	crib?	It	really	depends	on	your	needs	and	preferences.	If	you’re	looking	for	something	that’s	portable	and	less	expensive,	a	Pack	n	Play	might	be	the	better	option	for	you.	However,	if	you’re	looking	for	something	that’s	more	permanent	and	can	be	converted	into	a	toddler	bed,	a	crib	might	be	the	better	choice.
Ultimately,	it’s	up	to	you	to	decide	which	one	is	best	for	your	family.	Thanks	for	reading!	I	hope	this	helped.		Do	you	have	any	experience	with	Pack	n	Plays	or	cribs?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments	below!	Choosing	the	right	baby	crib	is	one	of	the	firsts	and	most	important	decisions	parents	have	to	make!	And	picking	the	right	one	between	hundreds	of
different	standard	cribs,	mini	cribs,	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	is	not	an	easy	job	at	all.	Parents	sometimes	think	of	using	Playard	rather	than	a	crib.	But,	can	a	Pack	‘N	Play	be	used	as	a	crib,	for	everyday	sleep?	Is	it	as	safe	as	the	crib?	Comparing	crib	vs.	Pack	‘N	Play	gave	us	all	the	answers,	and	I	hope	it	will	help	you	with	your	decision	too!	Note!	Both	a
quality	crib	and	Pack	‘N	Play	are	safe	choices	for	your	baby’s	sleeping	arrangement.	But	there	are	differences	amongst	them.	And	only	when	you	know	them	all,	you	can	decide	which	type	suits	your	needs	the	most!	Crib	vs.	Pack	‘N	Play	at	a	glance	1.	SIZE:	Cribs’	size	is	not	the	same	as	Pack	‘N	Plays’	dimensions.	There	is	a	misconception	that	mini
cribs	have	the	same	size	as	Pack	‘N	Plays.	The	measurements	of	mini	cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	not	the	same!	2.	MATERIAL:	Cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	made	of	different	materials!	Cribs	are	made	of	wood,	metal,	or	acryl,	so	they	are	heavier,	stronger,	and	more	stable	than	Pack	‘N	Plays,	which	are	made	of	plastic,	aluminum,	and	mesh.	3.
PORTABILITY:	Most	mini	cribs	are	portable,	but	their	portability	is	limited	mostly	to	your	home.	On	the	contrary,	the	Pack	‘N	Play’s	lightweight	makes	it	suitable	for	traveling.	5.	MATTRESS:	Crib	mattresses	are	more	comfortable	and	firm	than	those	in	Pack	‘N	Plays.	Don’t	use	a	mini	crib	mattress	in	a	Pack	‘N	Play!	Not	only,	that	it	doesn’t	fit
perfectly,	but	it	is	also	too	thick	for	safe	use	in	the	Pack	‘N	Play.	7.	PRICE	and	DURABILITY:	Cribs,	especially	full-size	models,	are	more	expensive.	But	they	are	also	far	more	decorative	and	fit	better	with	the	furniture	in	your	home.	Here	are	our	answers	to	your	questions	about	the	differences	between	cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays:	Can	a	Pack	‘N	Play	be
used	as	a	crib?	Pack	‘N	Play	is	a	safe	sleeping	area	for	your	baby,	but	I	wouldn’t	pick	it	for	an	everyday	sleeping	arrangement	for	my	baby!	In	my	opinion,	a	Pack	‘N	Play	couldn’t	be	as	strong,	durable,	and	comfortable,	as	a	classic	crib.	Of	course,	we	have	a	Pack	‘N	Play	too.	It	is	a	great	choice	for	occasional	sleepovers	in	grandparents’	house,
weekends	away,	etc.	And	when	my	baby	was	smaller,	I	have	used	it	at	home	too.	It	is	a	safe	place	to	play,	so	I	was	reassured	that	my	daughter	was	safe	if	I	had	to	go	into	another	room.	I	have	decided	on	a	Graco	Pack	‘N	Play	On	the	Go	Playard.	It	is	a	classic	Pack	‘N	Play,	which	features	a	full-sized,	removable	bassinet,	and	an	arch	with	soft	toys.	And
the	best	part?	It	is	one	of	the	cheapest	Pack	‘N	Plays	on	the	market,	which	is	as	safe	and	quality	as	those	with	a	higher	price.	Is	Pack	‘N	Play	a	safe	place	for	a	newborn?	If	used	correctly,	a	Pack	‘N	Play	can	be	a	safe	alternative	for	the	crib.	Research	had	even	shown	that	cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	in	fact	the	safest	sleeping	places	for	your	baby.	They
are	more	stable	from	bassinets,	and	the	risk	for	SIDS	(Sudden	Infant	Death	Syndrome)	is	the	lowest.	However,	in	my	eyes,	the	classic	wooden	crib	stays	the	best	sleeping	arrangement	for	a	baby,	especially	for	a	newborn.	If	you	need	a	baby	bed	that	would	stand	next	to	yours,	think	about	a	portable	mini	crib.	Take	a	closer	look	into	Babyletto	Origami,
which	stands	on	wheels	and	folds	down	for	storage.	Yes,	it	is	not	the	cheapest	mini	crib,	but	it	is	not	the	only	one	in	the	market.	For	instance,	you	can	get	a	beautiful	Delta	Children	mini	crib,	which	has	the	same	features,	and	a	lower	price.	So,	as	you	see	…	even	if	you	are	on	tight	with	a	budget,	you	have	different	options.	And	don’t	get	me	wrong,	I	am
not	against	Pack	‘N	Plays.	In	fact,	I	love	them,	just	not	for	everyday	sleep!	Oh,	I	almost	forget.	There	are	affordable	standard	full-size	cribs	too.	For	example,	while	offering	the	same	features	as	high-budget	cribs,	Union	4-in-1	convertible	crib	costs	only	a	little	more	than	$100.	Why	my	baby	doesn’t	use	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib	all	the	time?	Yes,	a	Pack	‘N
Play	is	safe	for	sleeping,	but	only	with	a	proper	mattress.	And	that	is	the	biggest	reason	why	my	baby	doesn’t	use	it	every	day.	First	of	all,	safe	Pack	‘N	Play	mattresses	are	no	more	than	3″	thick,	so	they	couldn’t	be	as	firm	as	crib	mattresses.	Crib	mattresses,	particularly	those	for	newborns	and	young	babies,	must	be	extra	firm!	A	firm	crib	mattress
helps	to	prevent	suffocation,	and	as	such,	lowers	the	risk	for	SIDS.	And	second,	if	I	compare	a	Pack	‘N	Play	mattress	in	the	Playard	with	a	crib	mattress	in	my	daughter’s	crib,	I	can’t	say	it	is	as	comfortable	as	a	crib	mattress.	By	the	way,	my	daughter	has	a	Babyletto	Pure	core	crib	mattress	in	her	crib,	and	a	Dream	On	Me	3″	Playard	mattress	in	the
Pack	‘N	Play.		Are	mini	cribs	and	Pack	‘n	Plays	the	same	size?	CRIB	TYPE	SIZE	Standard	full-size	Crib	52	3⁄8	±	5⁄8	in	by	28	±	5⁄8	in	Pack	‘N	Play	~	40″	by	28″	Mini	Crib	~	38″	by	24″	Standard	crib:	Dimensions	of	standard,	full-size	cribs	are	regulated	by	the	government.	Following	U.S.	regulations,	a	standard	size	baby	crib’s	interior	dimensions	must	be
52	3⁄8	±	5⁄8	inches	in	length	and	28	±	5⁄8	inches	in	width.	Mini	crib	and	Pack	‘N	Play:	Both	are	smaller	than	full-size	cribs,	but	the	size	of	mini	cribs	is	not	the	same	as	the	size	of	Pack	‘N	Plays.	Their	dimensions	are	also	not	regulated	by	the	law.	Any	crib	which	is	smaller	than	a	regular	crib	is	a	mini	crib,	but	most	of	them	measure	around	38″	by	24″.
The	size	of	Pack	‘N	Plays	is	smaller	from	standard	cribs,	and	bigger	from	mini	cribs.	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	on	average,	about	40″	long	and	around	28″	width.	What	are	the	differences	in	material,	structure,	and	strength?		The	material	from	which	cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	made	affects	their	weight	and	strength.	That	is	obvious,	but	it	also	affects	their
durability,	portability,	and	it’s	the	reason	why	you	shouldn’t	use	a	crib	mattress	in	the	Pack	‘N	Play.		Most	cribs	are	made	of	wood,	but	you	can	choose	a	metal	or	acrylic	crib	too.	Anyway,	all	these	materials	are	heavier	and	stronger	than	mesh	on	Pack	‘N	Plays.	That’s	why	cribs	are	also	more	durable,	sturdier,	and	more	stable,	but	less	portable	than
Pack	‘N	Plays.	Pack	‘N	Play	construction	is	made	of	plastic	and	lightweight	aluminum.	It’s	not	surrounded	by	slats	or	spindles,	but	by	breathable	mesh.	Breathability	is	very	important,	as	it	lowers	the	risk	of	suffocation	and	SIDS	(Sudden	Infant	Death	Syndrome)!	As	such,	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	lighter	and	more	portable	than	cribs.	But	their	lightweight
makes	them	a	little	less	stable	compared	to	cribs.	What	is	the	difference	between	Crib’s	and	Playard’s	features?	While	cribs	are	meant	only	for	sleep,	Pack	‘N	Plays	can	double	as	a	convenient	Playpen	too.	Though	small,	this	is	a	safe,	portable	play	and	sleep	area	for	your	baby	or	young	toddler.	You	can	choose	amongst	different	crib	types,	where	each
one	can	offer	a	particular	feature	that’s	might	significant	to	you.	There	is	also	more	than	one	type	of	Pack	‘N	Play.	So,	for	a	complete	comparison,	you	have	to	know	what	each	type	of	crib	or	Pack	‘N	Play	can	offer.	Crib	types	Obviously,	you	know	what	a	crib	is,	but	are	you	familiar	with	all	cribs	types?	The	crib’s	assortment	is	really	impressive.	First	of
all,	cribs	are	available	in	standard	(normal,	regular,	full-size)	or	mini	size.	And	even	if	you	heard	otherwise,	both	dimensions	are	available	in	all	types.	Yes,	comparing	mini	vs.	full-size	crib,	there	are	certain	differences	in	features,	but	I	won’t	go	into	details	here.	Non-convertible	crib:	A	non-convertible	crib	is	a	basic	model,	which	doesn’t	convert	into
bigger	beds.	Convertible	crib:	Combo	crib:	Portable	cribs:	Types	of	Pack	‘N	Plays	Traditional	Pack	‘N	Play:	4moms	Breeze	Pack	‘N	Play	Traditional	Pack	‘N	Play	has	the	same	inner	dimensions	as	the	care	station.	As	it	doesn’t	have	additional	accessories,	it	is	lighter	and,	as	such,	more	suitable	for	travel.	The	best	models	have	a	removable	full-size
bassinet	that	provides	an	elevated	sleeping	area	for	a	newborn,	but	that’s	pretty	much	it.	You	can	fold	it	quickly	and	easy,	and	store	all	its	parts	into	the	included	carrying	bag.	RELATED:	Best	Pack	‘N	Plays	Care	station	Playard:	Graco	Playard	Nearby	Napper	with	Portable	Infant	Bassinet		As	I	already	said,	the	care	station	Playard	possesses	the	same
interior	dimensions	as	traditional	Pack	‘N	Plays,	but	because	of	accessories	usually	takes	up	more	space	in	the	room.	The	added	features	differ	from	model	to	model,	wherein	the	most	common	ones	are	a	portable	napper,	which	can	double	as	a	rocker,	changing	table,	storage	organizers,	soothing	devices,	or	crib	mobiles.	Care	Station	Playards	can	fold
up	into	a	convenient	carrying	bag.	But	only	the	Pack	‘N	Play	and	full-size	bassinet.	You	will	have	to	pack	other	accessories	separately.		RELATED:	Best	affordable	travel	cribs	BabyBjorn	travel	crib	Light	These	ultra-light	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	intended	primarily	for	traveling.	While	the	first	two	stand	on	legs	or	wheels,	it’s	the	sleeping	area	of	this	one
usually	placed	on	the	floor.	Everything	is	adapted	for	easy	travel.	The	whole	unit	folds	up	smaller,	but	the	sleeping	area	is	usually	a	little	smaller	too.		Depending	on	the	model,	you	can	store	it	in	a	travel	bag,	suitcase,	or	convenient	backpack.	Can	I	use	a	crib	mattress	in	a	Pack	‘	N	Play?	No!	You	shouldn’t	use	a	crib	mattress	in	the	Pack	‘	N	Play!	It	is
not	safe!	Although	it	is	more	comfortable,	using	a	crib	mattress	in	the	Pack	‘N	Play	increases	the	risk	of	suffocation.	It	is	particularly	dangerous	for	young	babies	and	newborns	who	are	not	able	to	roll	over	or	push	up	by	themselves.	Crib	mattresses	are	too	thick	for	a	Pack	‘N	Play!	The	baby	could	roll	over	from	a	thicker	mattress	and	get	stuck
between	the	mattress	and	the	mesh,	which	surrounds	a	Pack	‘N	Play.	That	can	lead	to	injuries,	and	in	the	worst	case,	even	into	suffocation.	A	compatible	Pack	‘N	Play	mattress	is	usually	included,	if	not,	buy	a	special	one	that	is	no	more	than	3	inches	thick!	Why	should	I	decide	on	a	mini	crib	or	Pack	‘N	Play,	not	a	standard	full-size	crib?	Standard
cribs,	especially	convertible	models,	will	last	the	longest.	But	sometimes,	we	don’t	have	enough	space	for	a	full-size	crib.	In	such	a	case	is	choosing	a	mini	crib	or	a	Pack	‘N	Play	the	best	and	the	safest	alternative	for	your	baby!	Although	you	can	get	a	portable	full-size	crib,	parents	tend	to	think	of	something	smaller	and	lighter	when	looking	for	a
portable	crib.	Mini	cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	also	perfect	for	occasion	sleepovers	in	a	grandparents’	home.	First	of	all,	they	occupy	less	space!	And	second,	all	Pack	‘N	Plays	and	lots	of	mini	cribs	can	also	fold	away	until	another	use.	Last	but	not	least,	mini	cribs	and	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	usually	cheaper	than	regular	cribs!	We	pride	ourselves	in	being
unbiased	gear	experts.	Learn	more	about	how	we	research,	expertly	review	and	curate	products	here.	Both	cribs	and	pack	‘n	plays—also	known	as	playards—are	totally	safe	sleep	spaces	for	your	little	one.	So	how	do	you	choose?	Cribs	are	more	commonly	used	on	a	regular	basis,	since	they’re	more	permanent	pieces	of	furniture,	while	pack	‘n	plays
are	more	portable	and	typically	used	for	travel	or	occasional	naps.		Still,	some	families	may	decide	to	use	one	over	the	other	for	reasons	like	cost,	space	constraints	and	more.	To	help	you	decide	what’s	right	for	your	family—a	pack	‘n	play	vs	crib—our	gear	experts	have	tried	both,	and	have	broken	it	all	down	for	you.	Can	You	Use	a	Pack	n’	Play	as	a
Crib?		Yes,	you	can	use	a	pack	‘n	play	as	a	crib.	According	to	the	AAP,	a	crib,	bassinet	or	portable	playard	with	a	firm,	flat	mattress	and	a	fitted	sheet	are	all	safe	sleep	surfaces	for	infants,	babies	and	toddlers	who	meet	the	height	and	weight	requirements	of	each	individual	product.	Main	Differences	Between	Cribs	and	Pack	n’	Plays	Though	both	cribs
and	pack	‘n	plays	are	considered	safe	sleep	areas	for	your	little	one,	there	are	some	very	important	differences	between	the	two.	Portability:	A	crib	is	a	heavy,	fixed	piece	of	furniture.	Though	some	come	on	wheels,	they	typically	can	only	be	moved	short	distances	with	minimal	effort.	Pack	‘n	plays,	on	the	other	hand,	are	very	lightweight	and	easily	fold
up	and	down,	so	you	can	move	them	around	to	your	heart’s	content.	Size:	Because	they’re	so	portable,	pack	‘n	plays	are	smaller	than	standard	cribs.	This	is	great	for	portability,	but	means	the	mattress	is	smaller,	leaving	your	little	one	with	less	space	to	move	around.	A	crib	mattress,	on	the	other	hand,	is	roomier.	Mattress:	Not	only	is	a	crib	mattress
roomier,	but	it’s	also	thicker	and	more	comfortable.	While	a	crib	mattress	mimics	a	full-size	mattress	an	adult	would	sleep	on,	a	pack	‘n	play	mattress	is	a	relatively	flimsy	board	with	minimal	padding—not	exactly	what	you’d	call	cozy.	Versatility:	That	said,	a	pack	‘n	play	can	be	used	as	more	than	a	sleep	surface,	adding	to	its	functionality.	Pop	up	your
playard	in	your	living	room,	and	all	of	the	sudden	you	have	a	little	play	space	for	baby	to	hang	out	in	while	you	fold	the	laundry.	A	crib	is	more	commonly	for	sleep.	Price:	Because	cribs	are	usually	made	of	wood	and	are	heavier	pieces	of	furniture,	they	typically	cost	a	lot	more	than	pack	‘n	plays.	Expect	to	spend	upwards	of	$150-$200	on	a	crib,	but
just	$50	or	so	on	a	standard	playard.	Crib	vs.	Pack	‘n	Play	vs.	Playpen		A	crib	is	a	piece	of	furniture—a	bed	for	babies	with	bars	to	keep	the	whole	thing	enclosed.	Here’s	where	things	get	tricky:	Though	pack	‘n	plays	and	playpens	are	often	used	interchangeably,	there	are	subtle	differences	between	the	two.	A	playpen	is	actually	the	category	of	product
—an	enclosed	area	for	baby	to	sleep	or	play—that	pack	‘n	play	falls	into.	To	complicate	things	even	further,	a	pack	‘n	play	is	actually	a	brand	name	product	by	Graco.	The	correct	term	for	this	sort	of	portable	sleep	surface	is	a	playard.	To	recap:	Crib:	A	fixed	piece	of	furniture	with	slatted	sides	for	baby	to	sleep.	Playpen:	A	category	of	product	that
refers	to	a	free-standing	enclosed	baby	gate	or	a	portable	crib.	Playard:	A	type	of	playpen	that	functions	as	a	sleep	or	play	area,	since	it	typically	contains	a	mattress.	Pack	‘n	play:	A	name	brand	playard	manufactured	by	Graco.	Pack	‘n	Play:	Pros	and	Cons		Retail	Price:	$79	Avg.	GoodBuy	Gear	Price:	$44	Age	Range:	Birth	to	25	pounds	Avg.	Weight
Limit:	35	inches	Pack	n’	Play	Sizes	&	Dimensions	Average	dimensions:	39.5	x	28.5	x	29	inches	Average	weight:	23	pounds	A	pack	‘n	play	is	a	brand	of	playard	by	Graco.	Today,	the	term	is	used	colloquially	to	refer	to	any	type	of	playard—a	piece	of	baby	gear	with	enclosed	mesh	sides	that	you	can	use	for	both	sleep	and	play.	Playards	are	inexpensive
and	highly	portable,	because	they’re	compact,	lightweight	and	fold	up	and	down	with	the	click	of	a	few	buttons.	They	also	tuck	neatly	into	a	travel	bag—typically	the	mattress	folded	over	the	frame	of	the	playard	and	then	secured	with	Velcro.	Many	families	buy	playards	in	addition	to	a	regular	crib,	because	a	playard	is	not	only	a	convenience	for
travel,	but	also	comes	in	handy	for	use	in	rooms	beyond	the	nursery.	Some	parents	keep	a	playard	in	their	living	room	or	basement,	so	they	can	put	baby	in	a	safe,	contained	space	while	they	tackle	other	chores,	like	laundry.	Sometimes	a	playard	becomes	a	stand-in	for	a	regular	crib—typically	if	space	is	a	concern.	However,	it’s	worth	noting:	Pack	‘n
plays	and	other	playards	have	very	thin,	firm	mattresses	that	sit	atop	a	rigid	plastic	frame—not	exactly	the	most	comfortable	place	for	your	little	one	to	snooze,	especially	for	older	babies	as	they	get	heavier.	And	while	there	are	after-market	pads	for	playards,	they	are	not	recommended,	since	they	can	pose	a	suffocation	risk.	Best	for:	Budget-
conscious	families	who	want	a	portable	option	or	who	live	in	a	smaller	space	Pros	Very	lightweight	and	folds	easily	for	portability	Often	comes	with	a	bassinet	attachment	Smaller	footprint	Can	be	used	for	both	sleep	and	play	Less	expensive	Cons	Mattress	is	not	very	comfortable	Weight	and	height	limits	are	less	than	a	crib	How	Long	Can	Baby	Sleep
in	a	Pack	n’	Play?		It’s	important	to	check	the	specifications	associated	with	the	particular	model	your	little	one	is	using,	but	in	general,	a	pack	‘n	play	can	be	used	until	your	kiddo	reaches	35	inches	or	25	pounds,	whichever	comes	first.	That	said,	if	your	little	one	attempts	to	climb	out,	it’s	time	to	retire	the	pack	‘n	play—even	if	they	haven’t	yet	hit	the
height	or	weight	maximum.	Best	Playards:	Our	GBG	Picks	Graco	Pack	‘n	Play	Joovy	Room2	Aeromoov	Playard	Baby	Bjorn	Travel	Crib		What	Our	Team	Thinks:	“Personally	I	chose	a	crib	for	both	children	and	stuck	with	crib	for	baby	#1.	Baby	#2	is	the	complete	opposite	of	#1,	in	EVERY.SINGLE.WAY,	including	SLEEP.	So	with	#2,	we	all	had	such	a
great	night’s	sleep	in	BabyBjorn	Travel	Crib,	we	swapped	this	gem	for	our	crib	in	baby’s	nursery.	It’s	a	super	cozy/comfortable/safe	sleep	space	that	was	100%	approved	by	our	most	selective	sleeper,	it	became	our	must	have	for	all	sleep!”	–	Megan	Larsen,	Gear	Expert	&	Mother	of	Two	Crib:	Pros	and	Cons		Avg.	Retail	Price:	$350	Avg.	GoodBuy	Gear
Price:	$79	Age	Range:	Approximately	0-3	years	Avg.	Weight	Limit:	Approximately	0-50	pounds		Crib	Sizes	&	Dimensions	Average	dimensions:	28	x	52	inches	Average	weight:	100	pounds	A	crib—typically	a	fixed	piece	of	furniture	with	a	wooden	frame	and	high	slats—is	the	most	common	type	of	baby	bed.	Cribs	come	in	many	styles	and	shapes	(usually
rectangular	and	circular):	Traditional	cribs:	Traditional	cribs,	or	standard	cribs,	are	the	most	basic	of	the	three	types	and	are	most	commonly	a	rectangle	with	high,	slatted	sides.		Mini	crib:	A	mini	crib	is	similar	to	a	traditional	crib,	but	has	a	smaller	footprint	that’s	more	appropriate	for	small-space	living.	These	cribs	sometimes	have	wheels	or	fold	up
for	added	portability.	Just	note:	They	won’t	suit	your	baby	for	as	long	as	a	standard	crib	might.		Convertible	crib:	Convertible	cribs	are	more	versatile	than	traditional	cribs.	When	your	little	one	outgrows	the	crib,	they	convert	to	a	toddler	bed	and	sometimes	even	a	full-size	bed.		No	matter	which	type	of	crib	you	choose,	a	crib	is	usually	more	of	an
investment	than	a	pack	‘n	play,	because	it	has	a	much	higher	weight	and	height	limit.	In	most	cases,	a	crib	can	be	used	well	into	toddlerhood—until	about	3	years	old.		Plus,	convertible	cribs,	in	particular,	can	be	used	long	after	your	little	one	has	outgrown	a	confined	sleep	space	like	a	pack	‘n	play	or	standard	crib.	That	said,	cribs—even	mini	cribs—
are	much	less	portable	than	playards	and	take	up	much	more	room—they’re	not	great	options	for	families	who	want	the	flexibility	to	assemble	and	disassemble	baby’s	bed	on	a	whim.	Best	for:	Families	who	only	want	to	invest	in	one	piece	of	furniture	Pros		Highly	durable	Suitable	for	both	newborns	and	toddlers	Some	even	convert	for	use	into
childhood	Cons		More	expensive	Not	very	portable	Best	Cribs:	Our	GBG	Picks	What	Our	Team	Thinks:		“Traditional	cribs	are	great	for	a	permanent	sleeping	space	while	a	pack	n	play	playard	is	ideal	for	temporary	or	flexible	sleeping	spaces.	You	might	choose	to	have	a	crib	in	baby’s	room	and	playard	in	your	living	room	for	your	convenience	or	older
caregivers	who	are	not	comfortable	navigating	stairs	with	baby.	From	personal	experience,	we	went	to	grandparent’s	house	and	baby	#2	slept	so	well	in	the	playard	that	we	made	it	her	permanent	sleep	space	back	at	home	in	the	nursery!!	They	are	both	great	options	for	safe	sleep,	so	you	(or	baby)	can	feel	comfortable	choosing	between	your
options!”	–	Megan	Larsen,	Gear	Expert	&	Mother	of	Two	Pack	n’	Plays	vs.	Cribs:	Comparison	Chart			Pack	'n	Play	Crib	Avg.	Retail	Price		$79	$350	Avg.	GoodBuy	Gear	Price	$44	$79	Avg.	Weight		23	pounds		100	pounds	Avg.	Dimensions	39.5	x	28.5	x	29	in.	28	x	52	in.	Age	Requirements		0-2	years		0-3	years	Period	of	Use	~2	years	~3	years	Portability
Very	Somewhat	Assembly		Simple	Complex	Stability		Somewhat	Very	Overnight	Sleep	Suitable		Suitable	Price	Comparison		Pack	‘n	plays	are	generally	much	more	affordable	than	full-size	cribs.	You	can	score	a	pack	‘n	play	for	somewhere	between	$50	and	$100;	a	crib	will	cost	you	at	least	$150	to	$200.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Weight	Comparison	
Because	cribs	are	more	permanent	fixtures,	they	are	much	heavier	than	pack	‘n	plays.	While	a	pack	‘n	play	weighs	somewhere	around	20-25	pounds,	a	crib	weighs	at	least	50	pounds—sometimes	as	much	as	100	pounds	or	more.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Space-Saving	Comparison		Though	you	can	get	small	cribs,	called	mini	cribs,	pack	‘n	plays	still	tend	to
be	the	more	space-saving	option.	Pack	‘n	plays	not	only	have	small	footprints,	but	they	also	have	flexible	mesh	sides	that	make	them	a	little	easier	to	tuck	into	a	tight	space.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Period	of	Use	Comparison		Because	pack	‘n	plays	are	much	smaller	and	lightweight,	they	can’t	be	used	for	quite	as	long	as	a	full-size	crib.	Most	full-size	cribs
can	hold	between	35	and	50	pounds,	while	playards	typically	max	out	around	25	pounds.	Not	to	mention,	your	little	one	won’t	stay	comfortable	in	the	pack	‘n	play	for	as	long.	The	mattress	is	very	thin	and	sits	atop	a	rigid	plastic	frame,	which	can	feel	increasingly	less	comfortable	as	your	little	one	grows.	Winner:	Crib	Portability	Comparison		Full-size
cribs	are	hard	to	move	without	disassembling.	Even	mini	cribs	on	wheels	can	be	a	bit	cumbersome	to	move	around	the	house,	since	they	tend	to	be	a	bit	larger	and	heavier.	Pack	‘n	plays,	on	the	other	hand,	are	highly	portable.	They’re	not	only	small	and	lightweight,	but	also	fold	up	and	down	with	the	click	of	just	a	few	buttons,	plus	tuck	into	an
included	carry	bag.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Assembly	Comparison		This	is	a	bit	of	a	toss-up,	depending	on	your	preferences.	While	a	full-size	crib	is	more	complicated	to	set	up	initially,	it’s	a	one-and-done	thing.	A	pack	‘n	play	is	very	easy	to	set	up	and	take	down,	but	it’s	something	you’ll	likely	have	to	do	over	and	over	again.	Winner:	Tie	Stability
Comparison		Because	full-size	cribs	are	usually	made	of	wood,	they	tend	to	be	heavier	and,	thus,	more	stable.	Pack	‘n	plays,	on	the	other	hand,	are	made	of	plastic	and	breathable	mesh	fabric	and	are	much	more	lightweight,	making	them	less	stable	all	around.	That	said,	both	are	stable	enough	to	keep	your	little	one	safe	and	secure,	provided	you
follow	the	specified	height	and	weight	limits.	Winner:	Crib	Safety	&	Sleep	Comparison		As	stated	by	The	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics,	both	cribs	and	playards	like	pack	‘n	plays	are	safe	sleep	surfaces	for	infants,	babies	and	toddlers	who	meet	the	weight	and	height	specifications.	Of	course,	this	is	all	provided	you	follow	safety	standards	like
placing	infants	on	their	backs	for	sleep	in	their	own	sleep	space	with	no	other	people	and	keeping	loose	blankets,	pillows,	stuffed	toys,	bumpers	and	other	soft	items	out	of	the	sleep	space.	Winner:	Tie	Crib,	Pack	n’	Play	or	Both:	How	to	Choose		The	good	news:	Both	cribs	and	pack	‘n	plays	are	both	suitable—and	perfectly	safe—for	your	precious
bundle.	But	as	long	as	you	can	fit	it,	a	crib	is	likely	the	more	comfortable	option	for	long-term	use.	Plus,	it’ll	last	longer	than	a	playard	like	a	pack	‘n	play.		Still,	it	can	be	helpful	to	have	a	pack	‘n	play	in	addition	to	a	crib	to	give	you	the	flexibility	to	travel	or	even	just	put	baby	to	bed	in	another	area	of	the	house.	Not	to	mention,	a	pack	‘n	play	is	a	great
crib	alternative	for	any	families	short	on	space,	since	they’re	so	portable	and	easy	to	assemble	and	disassemble.	Interested	in	more	sleep	space	comparisons?	Check	out	our	guide	to	Bassinets	vs.	Cribs.		Yes,	a	Pack	‘N	Play	can	be	used	as	a	crib,	but	it’s	essential	to	follow	safety	guidelines	for	your	baby’s	well-being.	A	Pack	‘N	Play,	also	known	as	a	play
yard	or	travel	crib,	is	a	versatile	piece	of	baby	gear	designed	for	convenience.	It	serves	multiple	purposes:	a	safe	play	area,	a	portable	sleeping	space,	and	even	a	changing	station.	With	its	foldable	design,	it’s	easy	to	transport	and	set	up	in	various	locations,	making	it	ideal	for	travel	or	small	living	spaces.	These	products	are	generally	made	from
lightweight	materials	and	feature	mesh	sides	for	ventilation	and	visibility.	Most	models	come	equipped	with	a	removable	mattress	pad	that	fits	snugly	within	the	frame.	This	is	where	the	question	arises:	Can	you	use	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib?	Safety	Standards	and	Regulations	Before	using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib,	understanding	safety	standards	is
crucial.	The	U.S.	Consumer	Product	Safety	Commission	(CPSC)	sets	specific	guidelines	that	manufacturers	must	follow	to	ensure	the	safety	of	cribs	and	play	yards.	Most	modern	Pack	‘N	Plays	meet	these	safety	standards.	However,	older	models	or	those	not	certified	may	pose	risks.	Here	are	some	key	safety	features	to	look	for:	Sturdy	Frame:	Ensure
the	frame	is	robust	and	properly	assembled.	Firm	Mattress:	The	mattress	should	fit	snugly	without	gaps	that	could	pose	suffocation	hazards.	Mesh	Sides:	These	allow	airflow	while	preventing	entrapment.	No	Loose	Parts:	Check	for	any	loose	screws	or	parts	that	could	be	harmful.	Always	verify	that	your	specific	model	meets	current	safety	regulations
before	using	it	for	sleep.	Pack	‘N	Play	vs.	Traditional	Crib	While	both	options	provide	safe	sleeping	environments	for	infants,	they	have	distinct	differences:	Feature	Pack	‘N	Play	Traditional	Crib	Portability	Highly	portable;	folds	easily	Stationary;	not	designed	for	travel	Size	Compact;	suitable	for	small	spaces	Larger	footprint;	requires	more	room
Lifespan	Ages	0-3	years	(varies	by	model)	Ages	0-5	years	(or	longer)	Price	Range	$50	–	$200	(varies	widely)	$150	–	$1,000+	This	comparison	highlights	how	each	option	has	its	pros	and	cons	based	on	your	lifestyle	needs.	The	Benefits	of	Using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	Crib	Using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib	can	offer	several	advantages:	1.	Space-Saving	Design
For	families	living	in	apartments	or	smaller	homes,	space	can	be	at	a	premium.	A	Pack	‘N	Play	takes	up	significantly	less	room	than	traditional	cribs,	allowing	you	to	maximize	your	living	space	while	still	providing	a	safe	sleeping	area	for	your	baby.	2.	Portability	Traveling	with	an	infant	can	be	daunting.	A	Pack	‘N	Play	simplifies	this	by	providing	an
easy-to-transport	sleeping	solution.	Whether	you’re	visiting	family	or	going	on	vacation,	you	can	easily	pack	it	up	and	set	it	up	in	different	locations	without	hassle.	3.	Multi-Functionality	Pack	‘N	Plays	aren’t	just	for	sleeping;	they	serve	multiple	purposes.	When	your	baby	is	awake,	it	can	double	as	a	safe	play	area	where	they	can	explore	without
danger.	Some	models	even	include	changing	tables	or	bassinet	attachments	to	cater	to	various	stages	of	infancy.	4.	Cost-Effective	Solution	Investing	in	both	a	crib	and	additional	baby	gear	can	strain	budgets.	A	Pack	‘N	Play	often	costs	less	than	traditional	cribs	while	providing	similar	functionality	during	those	early	years	when	babies	grow	rapidly.
Pitfalls	to	Consider	When	Using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	Crib	While	there	are	many	benefits	to	using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib,	some	potential	downsides	must	be	considered:	1.	Limited	Lifespan	Compared	to	Cribs	Most	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	designed	for	infants	up	to	about	three	years	old.	Depending	on	your	child’s	growth	rate	and	comfort	preferences,	you
may	need	to	transition	them	to	a	traditional	crib	sooner	than	you’d	like.	2.	Mattress	Comfort	Level	The	mattress	included	with	many	Pack	‘N	Plays	may	not	provide	the	same	level	of	comfort	as	traditional	crib	mattresses.	While	it’s	designed	to	be	firm—an	essential	feature	for	infant	sleep—it	may	not	offer	the	plush	feel	some	parents	prefer.	3.	Potential
Safety	Concerns	with	Improper	Use	Using	the	product	incorrectly—such	as	adding	extra	padding	or	blankets—can	lead	to	suffocation	risks	or	other	hazards.	Always	adhere	strictly	to	manufacturer	guidelines	regarding	usage.	Tips	for	Safe	Sleep	in	Your	Pack	‘N	Play	If	you	decide	to	use	your	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib,	here	are	some	essential	tips	for
ensuring	your	baby’s	sleep	environment	remains	safe:	Avoid	Soft	Bedding:	Keep	bedding	minimal—just	the	fitted	sheet	over	the	mattress	pad	is	enough.	No	Toys	or	Pillows:	Remove	any	items	that	could	pose	suffocation	risks.	Create	Consistent	Sleep	Routines:	Establish	regular	sleep	patterns	that	help	signal	bedtime.	Avoid	Overheating:	Dress	your
baby	in	light	clothing	suitable	for	the	room	temperature.	Caution	with	Accessories:	Only	use	accessories	recommended	by	the	manufacturer.	Following	these	guidelines	will	help	create	an	optimal	sleeping	environment	in	your	Pack	‘N	Play.	User	Experiences:	Real-Life	Testimonials	about	Using	Pack	‘N	Plays	as	Cribs	Many	parents	have	shared	their
experiences	using	Pack	‘N	Plays	as	cribs,	offering	insights	into	their	practicality	and	functionality:	Amy’s	Story:	“I	was	skeptical	about	using	our	Pack	‘N	Play	full-time	at	first	but	found	it	incredibly	convenient!	It	fit	perfectly	in	our	small	bedroom	while	offering	my	daughter	enough	space	to	move	around	safely.”	Todd’s	Experience:	“Traveling	with	our
baby	was	so	much	easier	once	we	started	using	our	Pack	‘N	Play!	We	never	had	issues	with	her	sleeping	while	we	were	away	from	home.”	Sara’s	Feedback:	“We	loved	how	versatile	our	pack	‘n	play	was!	It	served	well	during	her	nap	times	at	home	and	was	great	during	family	visits.”	These	testimonials	reflect	how	many	parents	find	success	using
their	Packs	‘n	Plays	effectively.	The	Transition:	Moving	from	Pack	‘n	Play	to	Crib	As	children	grow	older,	transitioning	from	their	Pack	‘n	Play	into	a	traditional	crib	(or	toddler	bed)	becomes	necessary:	Acknowledge	Signs	of	Readiness:	Look	out	for	signs	indicating	your	child	is	ready—like	climbing	out	of	their	pack	‘n	play	or	consistently	needing	more
space.	When	transitioning:	Create	Familiarity:	If	possible,	introduce	them	gradually	by	allowing	them	to	explore	their	new	sleeping	environment	while	awake.	Once	they’re	ready:	Mimic	Routine	Changes	Gradually:Create	continuity	by	maintaining	similar	bedtime	routines	between	both	settings.	Making	this	transition	smoothly	helps	minimize	anxiety
related	toward	change!	The	Importance	of	Choosing	Quality	Products	Not	all	Packs	‘n	Plays	are	created	equal!	Investing	time	researching	quality	brands	ensures	you	select	one	built	according	safety	standards	while	providing	comfort	&	durability	throughout	its	lifespan.	Look	out	specifically	for:	User	Reviews:	Check	what	other	parents	say	about
product	performance	over	time!	This	commitment	leads	toward	peace-of-mind	knowing	you’ve	made	sound	choices	benefiting	both	yourself	&	child	alike!	➤	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	portable	and	versatile	for	travel.	➤	They	meet	safety	standards	for	infants	and	toddlers.	➤	Use	a	firm	mattress	for	safe	sleeping	conditions.	➤	Always	follow	manufacturer
guidelines	for	age	limits.	➤	Regularly	check	for	wear	and	tear	to	ensure	safety.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	Can	you	use	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib	for	everyday	sleeping?	Yes,	you	can	use	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib	for	everyday	sleeping,	provided	it	meets	current	safety	standards.	Ensure	that	the	model	you	choose	has	a	firm	mattress	and	sturdy	frame	to
support	your	baby’s	needs.	Always	check	for	any	loose	parts	or	wear	and	tear	before	using	it	regularly	for	sleep.	What	safety	features	should	I	look	for	in	a	Pack	‘N	Play	used	as	a	crib?	When	using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib,	look	for	safety	features	like	a	sturdy	frame,	snug-fitting	mattress,	and	mesh	sides	for	ventilation.	These	elements	help	ensure	your
baby’s	safety	while	sleeping.	It’s	also	essential	to	verify	that	the	model	complies	with	CPSC	safety	regulations.	Is	there	an	age	limit	for	using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	a	crib?	Typically,	most	Pack	‘N	Plays	are	suitable	for	infants	up	to	three	years	old,	but	this	can	vary	by	model.	Always	refer	to	the	manufacturer’s	guidelines	regarding	age	and	weight	limits	to
ensure	safe	usage.	Transitioning	to	a	traditional	crib	may	be	necessary	once	your	child	exceeds	these	limits.	How	does	using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	compare	to	a	traditional	crib?	A	Pack	‘N	Play	offers	portability	and	space-saving	benefits	compared	to	traditional	cribs.	It	is	ideal	for	travel	or	smaller	living	spaces,	while	traditional	cribs	usually	provide	more
longevity	and	sturdiness.	Consider	your	lifestyle	needs	when	deciding	which	option	is	best	for	your	family.	Can	I	travel	with	my	baby	using	a	Pack	‘N	Play	as	their	crib?	Absolutely!	A	Pack	‘N	Play	is	designed	for	travel,	making	it	easy	to	set	up	a	familiar	sleeping	environment	anywhere.	Its	foldable	design	allows	for	convenient	transport	without
compromising	safety.	Just	ensure	the	model	is	in	good	condition	and	meets	safety	standards	before	hitting	the	road.	The	Bottom	Line	–	Can	You	Use	A	Pack	‘N	Play	As	A	Crib?	Yes!	You	absolutely	can	use	your	Pack	‘n	Play	instead	of	traditional	cribs	effectively!	With	proper	care	taken	regarding	setup	&	usage	guidelines	followed	diligently—it	provides
an	excellent	alternative	solution	accommodating	various	lifestyles!	In	summary:	Versatile:	Functions	well	both	indoors/outdoors	Portable:	Great	option	when	traveling	Cost-effective:	Budget-friendly	solution	By	following	all	necessary	precautions	along	ensuring	quality	products	chosen—you’ll	create	wonderful	experiences	surrounding	sleep	routines
benefiting	everyone	involved!	Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the
effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	We	pride	ourselves	in	being	unbiased	gear	experts.	Learn	more	about	how	we	research,	expertly	review	and	curate
products	here.	Both	cribs	and	pack	‘n	plays—also	known	as	playards—are	totally	safe	sleep	spaces	for	your	little	one.	So	how	do	you	choose?	Cribs	are	more	commonly	used	on	a	regular	basis,	since	they’re	more	permanent	pieces	of	furniture,	while	pack	‘n	plays	are	more	portable	and	typically	used	for	travel	or	occasional	naps.		Still,	some	families
may	decide	to	use	one	over	the	other	for	reasons	like	cost,	space	constraints	and	more.	To	help	you	decide	what’s	right	for	your	family—a	pack	‘n	play	vs	crib—our	gear	experts	have	tried	both,	and	have	broken	it	all	down	for	you.	Can	You	Use	a	Pack	n’	Play	as	a	Crib?		Yes,	you	can	use	a	pack	‘n	play	as	a	crib.	According	to	the	AAP,	a	crib,	bassinet	or
portable	playard	with	a	firm,	flat	mattress	and	a	fitted	sheet	are	all	safe	sleep	surfaces	for	infants,	babies	and	toddlers	who	meet	the	height	and	weight	requirements	of	each	individual	product.	Main	Differences	Between	Cribs	and	Pack	n’	Plays	Though	both	cribs	and	pack	‘n	plays	are	considered	safe	sleep	areas	for	your	little	one,	there	are	some	very
important	differences	between	the	two.	Portability:	A	crib	is	a	heavy,	fixed	piece	of	furniture.	Though	some	come	on	wheels,	they	typically	can	only	be	moved	short	distances	with	minimal	effort.	Pack	‘n	plays,	on	the	other	hand,	are	very	lightweight	and	easily	fold	up	and	down,	so	you	can	move	them	around	to	your	heart’s	content.	Size:	Because
they’re	so	portable,	pack	‘n	plays	are	smaller	than	standard	cribs.	This	is	great	for	portability,	but	means	the	mattress	is	smaller,	leaving	your	little	one	with	less	space	to	move	around.	A	crib	mattress,	on	the	other	hand,	is	roomier.	Mattress:	Not	only	is	a	crib	mattress	roomier,	but	it’s	also	thicker	and	more	comfortable.	While	a	crib	mattress	mimics	a
full-size	mattress	an	adult	would	sleep	on,	a	pack	‘n	play	mattress	is	a	relatively	flimsy	board	with	minimal	padding—not	exactly	what	you’d	call	cozy.	Versatility:	That	said,	a	pack	‘n	play	can	be	used	as	more	than	a	sleep	surface,	adding	to	its	functionality.	Pop	up	your	playard	in	your	living	room,	and	all	of	the	sudden	you	have	a	little	play	space	for
baby	to	hang	out	in	while	you	fold	the	laundry.	A	crib	is	more	commonly	for	sleep.	Price:	Because	cribs	are	usually	made	of	wood	and	are	heavier	pieces	of	furniture,	they	typically	cost	a	lot	more	than	pack	‘n	plays.	Expect	to	spend	upwards	of	$150-$200	on	a	crib,	but	just	$50	or	so	on	a	standard	playard.	Crib	vs.	Pack	‘n	Play	vs.	Playpen		A	crib	is	a
piece	of	furniture—a	bed	for	babies	with	bars	to	keep	the	whole	thing	enclosed.	Here’s	where	things	get	tricky:	Though	pack	‘n	plays	and	playpens	are	often	used	interchangeably,	there	are	subtle	differences	between	the	two.	A	playpen	is	actually	the	category	of	product—an	enclosed	area	for	baby	to	sleep	or	play—that	pack	‘n	play	falls	into.	To
complicate	things	even	further,	a	pack	‘n	play	is	actually	a	brand	name	product	by	Graco.	The	correct	term	for	this	sort	of	portable	sleep	surface	is	a	playard.	To	recap:	Crib:	A	fixed	piece	of	furniture	with	slatted	sides	for	baby	to	sleep.	Playpen:	A	category	of	product	that	refers	to	a	free-standing	enclosed	baby	gate	or	a	portable	crib.	Playard:	A	type
of	playpen	that	functions	as	a	sleep	or	play	area,	since	it	typically	contains	a	mattress.	Pack	‘n	play:	A	name	brand	playard	manufactured	by	Graco.	Pack	‘n	Play:	Pros	and	Cons		Retail	Price:	$79	Avg.	GoodBuy	Gear	Price:	$44	Age	Range:	Birth	to	25	pounds	Avg.	Weight	Limit:	35	inches	Pack	n’	Play	Sizes	&	Dimensions	Average	dimensions:	39.5	x	28.5
x	29	inches	Average	weight:	23	pounds	A	pack	‘n	play	is	a	brand	of	playard	by	Graco.	Today,	the	term	is	used	colloquially	to	refer	to	any	type	of	playard—a	piece	of	baby	gear	with	enclosed	mesh	sides	that	you	can	use	for	both	sleep	and	play.	Playards	are	inexpensive	and	highly	portable,	because	they’re	compact,	lightweight	and	fold	up	and	down
with	the	click	of	a	few	buttons.	They	also	tuck	neatly	into	a	travel	bag—typically	the	mattress	folded	over	the	frame	of	the	playard	and	then	secured	with	Velcro.	Many	families	buy	playards	in	addition	to	a	regular	crib,	because	a	playard	is	not	only	a	convenience	for	travel,	but	also	comes	in	handy	for	use	in	rooms	beyond	the	nursery.	Some	parents
keep	a	playard	in	their	living	room	or	basement,	so	they	can	put	baby	in	a	safe,	contained	space	while	they	tackle	other	chores,	like	laundry.	Sometimes	a	playard	becomes	a	stand-in	for	a	regular	crib—typically	if	space	is	a	concern.	However,	it’s	worth	noting:	Pack	‘n	plays	and	other	playards	have	very	thin,	firm	mattresses	that	sit	atop	a	rigid	plastic
frame—not	exactly	the	most	comfortable	place	for	your	little	one	to	snooze,	especially	for	older	babies	as	they	get	heavier.	And	while	there	are	after-market	pads	for	playards,	they	are	not	recommended,	since	they	can	pose	a	suffocation	risk.	Best	for:	Budget-conscious	families	who	want	a	portable	option	or	who	live	in	a	smaller	space	Pros	Very
lightweight	and	folds	easily	for	portability	Often	comes	with	a	bassinet	attachment	Smaller	footprint	Can	be	used	for	both	sleep	and	play	Less	expensive	Cons	Mattress	is	not	very	comfortable	Weight	and	height	limits	are	less	than	a	crib	How	Long	Can	Baby	Sleep	in	a	Pack	n’	Play?		It’s	important	to	check	the	specifications	associated	with	the
particular	model	your	little	one	is	using,	but	in	general,	a	pack	‘n	play	can	be	used	until	your	kiddo	reaches	35	inches	or	25	pounds,	whichever	comes	first.	That	said,	if	your	little	one	attempts	to	climb	out,	it’s	time	to	retire	the	pack	‘n	play—even	if	they	haven’t	yet	hit	the	height	or	weight	maximum.	Best	Playards:	Our	GBG	Picks	Graco	Pack	‘n	Play
Joovy	Room2	Aeromoov	Playard	Baby	Bjorn	Travel	Crib		What	Our	Team	Thinks:	“Personally	I	chose	a	crib	for	both	children	and	stuck	with	crib	for	baby	#1.	Baby	#2	is	the	complete	opposite	of	#1,	in	EVERY.SINGLE.WAY,	including	SLEEP.	So	with	#2,	we	all	had	such	a	great	night’s	sleep	in	BabyBjorn	Travel	Crib,	we	swapped	this	gem	for	our	crib	in
baby’s	nursery.	It’s	a	super	cozy/comfortable/safe	sleep	space	that	was	100%	approved	by	our	most	selective	sleeper,	it	became	our	must	have	for	all	sleep!”	–	Megan	Larsen,	Gear	Expert	&	Mother	of	Two	Crib:	Pros	and	Cons		Avg.	Retail	Price:	$350	Avg.	GoodBuy	Gear	Price:	$79	Age	Range:	Approximately	0-3	years	Avg.	Weight	Limit:	Approximately
0-50	pounds		Crib	Sizes	&	Dimensions	Average	dimensions:	28	x	52	inches	Average	weight:	100	pounds	A	crib—typically	a	fixed	piece	of	furniture	with	a	wooden	frame	and	high	slats—is	the	most	common	type	of	baby	bed.	Cribs	come	in	many	styles	and	shapes	(usually	rectangular	and	circular):	Traditional	cribs:	Traditional	cribs,	or	standard	cribs,
are	the	most	basic	of	the	three	types	and	are	most	commonly	a	rectangle	with	high,	slatted	sides.		Mini	crib:	A	mini	crib	is	similar	to	a	traditional	crib,	but	has	a	smaller	footprint	that’s	more	appropriate	for	small-space	living.	These	cribs	sometimes	have	wheels	or	fold	up	for	added	portability.	Just	note:	They	won’t	suit	your	baby	for	as	long	as	a
standard	crib	might.		Convertible	crib:	Convertible	cribs	are	more	versatile	than	traditional	cribs.	When	your	little	one	outgrows	the	crib,	they	convert	to	a	toddler	bed	and	sometimes	even	a	full-size	bed.		No	matter	which	type	of	crib	you	choose,	a	crib	is	usually	more	of	an	investment	than	a	pack	‘n	play,	because	it	has	a	much	higher	weight	and
height	limit.	In	most	cases,	a	crib	can	be	used	well	into	toddlerhood—until	about	3	years	old.		Plus,	convertible	cribs,	in	particular,	can	be	used	long	after	your	little	one	has	outgrown	a	confined	sleep	space	like	a	pack	‘n	play	or	standard	crib.	That	said,	cribs—even	mini	cribs—are	much	less	portable	than	playards	and	take	up	much	more	room—
they’re	not	great	options	for	families	who	want	the	flexibility	to	assemble	and	disassemble	baby’s	bed	on	a	whim.	Best	for:	Families	who	only	want	to	invest	in	one	piece	of	furniture	Pros		Highly	durable	Suitable	for	both	newborns	and	toddlers	Some	even	convert	for	use	into	childhood	Cons		More	expensive	Not	very	portable	Best	Cribs:	Our	GBG
Picks	What	Our	Team	Thinks:		“Traditional	cribs	are	great	for	a	permanent	sleeping	space	while	a	pack	n	play	playard	is	ideal	for	temporary	or	flexible	sleeping	spaces.	You	might	choose	to	have	a	crib	in	baby’s	room	and	playard	in	your	living	room	for	your	convenience	or	older	caregivers	who	are	not	comfortable	navigating	stairs	with	baby.	From
personal	experience,	we	went	to	grandparent’s	house	and	baby	#2	slept	so	well	in	the	playard	that	we	made	it	her	permanent	sleep	space	back	at	home	in	the	nursery!!	They	are	both	great	options	for	safe	sleep,	so	you	(or	baby)	can	feel	comfortable	choosing	between	your	options!”	–	Megan	Larsen,	Gear	Expert	&	Mother	of	Two	Pack	n’	Plays	vs.
Cribs:	Comparison	Chart			Pack	'n	Play	Crib	Avg.	Retail	Price		$79	$350	Avg.	GoodBuy	Gear	Price	$44	$79	Avg.	Weight		23	pounds		100	pounds	Avg.	Dimensions	39.5	x	28.5	x	29	in.	28	x	52	in.	Age	Requirements		0-2	years		0-3	years	Period	of	Use	~2	years	~3	years	Portability	Very	Somewhat	Assembly		Simple	Complex	Stability		Somewhat	Very
Overnight	Sleep	Suitable		Suitable	Price	Comparison		Pack	‘n	plays	are	generally	much	more	affordable	than	full-size	cribs.	You	can	score	a	pack	‘n	play	for	somewhere	between	$50	and	$100;	a	crib	will	cost	you	at	least	$150	to	$200.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Weight	Comparison		Because	cribs	are	more	permanent	fixtures,	they	are	much	heavier	than
pack	‘n	plays.	While	a	pack	‘n	play	weighs	somewhere	around	20-25	pounds,	a	crib	weighs	at	least	50	pounds—sometimes	as	much	as	100	pounds	or	more.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Space-Saving	Comparison		Though	you	can	get	small	cribs,	called	mini	cribs,	pack	‘n	plays	still	tend	to	be	the	more	space-saving	option.	Pack	‘n	plays	not	only	have	small
footprints,	but	they	also	have	flexible	mesh	sides	that	make	them	a	little	easier	to	tuck	into	a	tight	space.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Period	of	Use	Comparison		Because	pack	‘n	plays	are	much	smaller	and	lightweight,	they	can’t	be	used	for	quite	as	long	as	a	full-size	crib.	Most	full-size	cribs	can	hold	between	35	and	50	pounds,	while	playards	typically	max



out	around	25	pounds.	Not	to	mention,	your	little	one	won’t	stay	comfortable	in	the	pack	‘n	play	for	as	long.	The	mattress	is	very	thin	and	sits	atop	a	rigid	plastic	frame,	which	can	feel	increasingly	less	comfortable	as	your	little	one	grows.	Winner:	Crib	Portability	Comparison		Full-size	cribs	are	hard	to	move	without	disassembling.	Even	mini	cribs	on
wheels	can	be	a	bit	cumbersome	to	move	around	the	house,	since	they	tend	to	be	a	bit	larger	and	heavier.	Pack	‘n	plays,	on	the	other	hand,	are	highly	portable.	They’re	not	only	small	and	lightweight,	but	also	fold	up	and	down	with	the	click	of	just	a	few	buttons,	plus	tuck	into	an	included	carry	bag.	Winner:	Pack	‘n	play	Assembly	Comparison		This	is	a
bit	of	a	toss-up,	depending	on	your	preferences.	While	a	full-size	crib	is	more	complicated	to	set	up	initially,	it’s	a	one-and-done	thing.	A	pack	‘n	play	is	very	easy	to	set	up	and	take	down,	but	it’s	something	you’ll	likely	have	to	do	over	and	over	again.	Winner:	Tie	Stability	Comparison		Because	full-size	cribs	are	usually	made	of	wood,	they	tend	to	be
heavier	and,	thus,	more	stable.	Pack	‘n	plays,	on	the	other	hand,	are	made	of	plastic	and	breathable	mesh	fabric	and	are	much	more	lightweight,	making	them	less	stable	all	around.	That	said,	both	are	stable	enough	to	keep	your	little	one	safe	and	secure,	provided	you	follow	the	specified	height	and	weight	limits.	Winner:	Crib	Safety	&	Sleep
Comparison		As	stated	by	The	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics,	both	cribs	and	playards	like	pack	‘n	plays	are	safe	sleep	surfaces	for	infants,	babies	and	toddlers	who	meet	the	weight	and	height	specifications.	Of	course,	this	is	all	provided	you	follow	safety	standards	like	placing	infants	on	their	backs	for	sleep	in	their	own	sleep	space	with	no	other
people	and	keeping	loose	blankets,	pillows,	stuffed	toys,	bumpers	and	other	soft	items	out	of	the	sleep	space.	Winner:	Tie	Crib,	Pack	n’	Play	or	Both:	How	to	Choose		The	good	news:	Both	cribs	and	pack	‘n	plays	are	both	suitable—and	perfectly	safe—for	your	precious	bundle.	But	as	long	as	you	can	fit	it,	a	crib	is	likely	the	more	comfortable	option	for
long-term	use.	Plus,	it’ll	last	longer	than	a	playard	like	a	pack	‘n	play.		Still,	it	can	be	helpful	to	have	a	pack	‘n	play	in	addition	to	a	crib	to	give	you	the	flexibility	to	travel	or	even	just	put	baby	to	bed	in	another	area	of	the	house.	Not	to	mention,	a	pack	‘n	play	is	a	great	crib	alternative	for	any	families	short	on	space,	since	they’re	so	portable	and	easy
to	assemble	and	disassemble.	Interested	in	more	sleep	space	comparisons?	Check	out	our	guide	to	Bassinets	vs.	Cribs.	
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