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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	1	Start	with	the	author's	name,	if	known.	Some	encyclopedia	entries	include	the	name	of	the	person	who	wrote	or	edited	the	entry.	If	a	name	is	included,	it	will	be	the	first	part	of	your	citation	entry	on	your	"Works
Cited"	page.	Put	the	author's	last	name	first,	followed	by	their	first	name	and	middle	initial	(if	any).	If	there	is	no	middle	initial,	place	a	period	at	the	end	of	the	author's	first	name.	Example:	Lander,	Jesse	M.	2	Provide	the	title	of	the	entry	in	quotation	marks.	Many	encyclopedia	entries	do	not	list	an	author	for	specific	entries.	In	that	case,	skip	over	the
author	and	use	the	full	title	of	the	entry	as	the	first	part	of	your	citation	entry	on	your	"Works	Cited"	page.	Enclose	the	title	in	quotation	marks	and	place	a	period	at	the	end.	Example	with	no	author:	"Racism."	Example	with	author:	Lander,	Jesse	M.	"Shakespeare,	William."	3	Include	information	about	the	encyclopedia	itself.	The	next	part	of	your	MLA
citation	provides	the	name	of	the	encyclopedia	in	italics,	followed	by	the	editor's	name,	edition,	volume	number,	publisher	name,	and	date	of	publication.	Depending	on	the	encyclopedia	and	how	you	accessed	it,	some	of	this	information	may	not	be	available.	Include	as	much	as	possible,	with	a	comma	between	each	piece	of	information.	Place	a	comma
after	the	date	of	publication.	Example	with	no	author:	“Asteroids.”	The	Illustrated	Encyclopedia	of	the	Universe,	edited	by	James	W.	Guthrie,	2nd	ed.,	vol.	1,	Watson-Guptill,	2001,	Example	with	author:	Juturu,	Vijaya.	“Type	2	Diabetes.”	Encyclopedia	of	Obesity,	edited	Kathleen	Keller,	vol.	2,	Sage	Publications,	2008,	For	an	online	encyclopedia,	there
likely	won't	be	edition	or	volume	numbers.	To	find	any	editor's	names,	publisher's	name,	and	date	of	publication,	look	on	the	home	page	of	the	encyclopedia	or	on	an	"About"	page.	Ask	a	reference	librarian	if	you're	not	sure.	4	List	the	page	numbers	for	print	encyclopedias.	After	the	encyclopedia's	publication	information,	type	a	space	and	then	"p."
(for	a	single	page)	or	"pp."	(for	a	page	range).	Type	the	page	where	the	entry	starts,	a	hyphen,	then	the	page	where	the	entry	ends.	Example	with	author:	Barber,	Russell	J.	"Anthropological	Ethics."	Ethics,	edited	by	John	K.	Roth,	Rev.	ed.,	vol.	1,	Salem	Press,	2005,	pp.	67-69.	Example	with	no	author:	"Guyana"	Oxford	Encyclopedia	of	World	History,
compiled	by	Market	House	Books,	Oxford	UP,	1998,	p.	283.	5Give	the	URL	and	date	of	access	for	online	encyclopedias.	If	you	accessed	the	encyclopedia	online,	follow	the	publication	information	with	the	specific	URL	for	the	entry,	rather	than	a	page	number.	Don't	include	"http://"	at	the	beginning	of	the	URL.	Example:		McLean,	Steve.	"The
Tragically	Hip."	The	Canadian	Encyclopedia,	26	Mar.	2015,	Historica	Canada.	www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/en/article/the-tragically-hip-emc.	Accessed	27	Jun.	2016.	If	you	found	the	encyclopedia	in	a	library	or	other	online	database,	put	the	name	of	the	database	in	italics	at	the	end	of	your	citation,	rather	than	a	URL.	Example:
"Racism."	Britannica	Academic,	2013.	Encyclopædia	Britannica.		6	Use	a	specific	format	for	Wikipedia	entries.	Because	Wikipedia	is	constantly	updated,	MLA	requires	you	to	include	the	date	and	time	the	entry	you	used	was	last	modified,	as	well	as	the	date	you	last	viewed	it.	This	allows	your	readers	to	go	back	into	the	page's	history	and	review	the
same	page	you	did.	Basic	format	for	Wikipedia	entries:	"Title	of	Entry."	Wikipedia:	The	Free	Encyclopedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	Day	Month	Year	entry	last	modified,	Time	entry	last	modified,	URL	of	entry.	Accessed	Day	Month	Year.	Example:	"Body	Image."	Wikipedia:	The	Free	Encyclopedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	16	June	2016,	7:41	pm,
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_image.	Accessed	28	June	2016.	Wikipedia	may	not	be	an	acceptable	source.	If	you're	writing	a	research	paper	for	a	school	assignment,	clear	the	source	with	your	instructor	first.	7	Place	parenthetical	citations	in	the	text	of	your	paper.	If	you	refer	to	the	encyclopedia	entry	in	the	text	of	your	paper	or	report,	include	a
parenthetical	citation	at	the	end	of	the	sentence.	This	enables	your	readers	to	find	the	full	citation	on	your	"Works	Cited"	page.	If	the	entry	began	with	the	author's	name,	provide	the	author's	last	name	in	your	parenthetical	citation.	Example:	(Lander)	If	no	author	was	given,	include	1	-	3	words	from	the	title	of	the	entry.	Enclose	these	words	in
quotation	marks.	Example:	("Racism")	The	manual	way	to	reference	a	Wikipedia	article	in	Harvard	styleThere	are	two	ways	to	reference	a	Wikipedia	article	in	Harvard	style.	The	easiest	way	is	to	use	our	reference	generator	below.	Simply	select	the	style	you	need	to	format	your	reference	in,	then	paste	the	URL	for	the	Wikipedia	article	into	the	search
box	and	press	search.	We’ll	find	the	details	automatically	and	format	them	in	the	style	you	selected.	The	manual	way	to	reference	a	Wikipedia	article	in	Harvard	style	Alternatively	you	can	reference	it	manually.	A	Wikipedia	article	is	essentially	just	a	webpage,	so	you	should	reference	it	in	the	same	way	you	would	usually	reference	a	webpage.	For
Harvard	style	this	is	as	follows:	First,	locate	these	details	for	the	article:	article	title,	published	date,	access	date,	article	URL	(web	address).	The	article	title	can	be	found	at	the	top	of	the	article,	and	the	publish	date	can	be	found	right	at	the	bottom	and	looks	something	like	This	page	was	last	edited	on	16	July	2018,	at	05:07	(UTC).	The	access	date	is
the	date	you	took	information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	Then	use	this	template,	replacing	the	coloured	placeholders	with	the	information	you	found	on	the	page:	Wikipedia	Contributors	(Published	date	year).	Article	title.	[online]	Wikipedia.	Available	at:	Article	URL	[Accessed	Accessed	date	day,	month,	year].	The	final	formatted	reference	should
look	like	this:	Wikipedia	Contributors	(2018).	Thanos.	[online]	Wikipedia.	Available	at:	[Accessed	16	Jul.	2018].	There	are	many	different	ways	to	cite	a	website,	depending	on	which	citation	style	you	need	to	format	it	in.	The	easy	way	to	cite	a	website	in	any	citation	style	Use	our	citation	generator	below	to	automatically	cite	a	website	in	any	style,
including	APA,	MLA	7	and	8,	and	Harvard.	Just	select	the	style	you	need,	copy	the	URL	into	the	search	box,	and	press	search.	We’ll	do	the	rest.	The	manual	way	to	cite	a	website	To	cite	a	website	by	hand	just	follow	the	instructions	below.	For	the	3	most	popular	styles–APA,	MLA	8,	and	Harvard–this	is	as	follows:	In	APA	style	You	need	to	locate	these
details	for	the	website:	page	or	article	author,	page	or	article	title,	website	name,	published	date,	access	date,	page	URL	(web	address).	The	author	can	typically	be	found	on	the	page,	but	if	there	isn’t	one	listed	you	can	use	the	website	name	in	its	place.	The	page	title	can	be	found	near	the	top	of	the	page,	and	you	can	also	find	it	by	hovering	your
mouse	over	the	browser	tab.	The	website	name	can	usually	be	found	in	the	web	address	or	by	looking	for	a	logo	or	similar	at	the	very	top	of	the	page.	There	often	isn’t	a	publish	date,	but	if	there	is	it’ll	be	very	close	to	the	page	title.	The	access	date	is	the	date	you	took	information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	The	page	URL	can	be	copied	straight
from	the	address	bar	of	your	browser	and	will	start	with	either	http://	or	https://.	Then	use	this	template,	replacing	the	colored	placeholders	with	the	information	you	found	on	the	page:	Author	last	name,	author	first	name	initial.	(published	year,	published	month	and	day).	Page	title.	Retrieved	accessed	month	and	day,	accessed	year,	from	article	URL.
The	final	formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:	Ingle,	S.	(2018,	February	11).	Winter	Olympics	was	hit	by	cyber-attack,	officials	confirm.	Retrieved	July	24,	2018,	from	.	Example	of	a	website	citation	in	APA	style	For	a	more	comprehensive	guide,	including	what	to	do	when	you	can’t	find	certain	details,	have	a	look	at	our	more	in-depth	guide	to	citing
a	website	in	APA	format.	In	MLA	8	style	Here	are	the	specific	details	you	need	to	find	on	the	page:	page	or	article	author,	page	or	article	title,	website	name,	published	date,	access	date,	page	URL	(web	address).	The	author	can	typically	be	found	on	the	page,	but	if	there	isn’t	one	listed	you	can	use	the	website	name	in	its	place.	The	page	title	can	be
found	near	the	top	of	the	page,	and	you	can	also	find	it	by	hovering	your	mouse	over	the	browser	tab.	The	website	name	can	usually	be	found	in	the	web	address	or	by	looking	for	a	logo	or	similar	at	the	very	top	of	the	page.	There	often	isn’t	a	publish	date,	but	if	there	is	it’ll	be	very	close	to	the	page	title.	The	access	date	is	the	date	you	took
information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	The	page	URL	can	be	copied	straight	from	the	address	bar	of	your	browser	and	will	start	with	either	http://	or	https://.	Then	use	this	template:	Author	last	name,	author	first	name.	“Page	title.”	website	name,	published	date	day,	month,	year,	page	URL.	Accessed	accessed	date	day,	month,	year.	The	final
formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:	Ingle,	Sean.	“Winter	Olympics	Was	Hit	by	Cyber-Attack,	Officials	Confirm.”	The	Guardian,	11	Feb.	2018,	.	Accessed	13	July	2018.	Example	of	a	website	citation	in	MLA	8	style	For	a	more	comprehensive	guide,	including	what	to	do	when	you	can’t	find	certain	details,	have	a	look	at	our	more	in-depth	guide	to
citing	a	website	in	MLA	8	format.	In	Harvard	style	First,	find	these	details	for	the	website:	page	or	article	author,	page	or	article	title,	website	name,	published	date,	access	date,	page	URL	(web	address).	The	author	can	typically	be	found	on	the	page,	but	if	there	isn’t	one	listed	you	can	use	the	website	name	in	its	place.	The	page	title	can	be	found
near	the	top	of	the	page,	and	you	can	also	find	it	by	hovering	your	mouse	over	the	browser	tab.	The	website	name	can	usually	be	found	in	the	web	address	or	by	looking	for	a	logo	or	similar	at	the	very	top	of	the	page.	There	often	isn’t	a	publish	date,	but	if	there	is	it’ll	be	very	close	to	the	page	title.	The	access	date	is	the	date	you	took	information	from
the	article	(usually	today).	The	page	URL	can	be	copied	straight	from	the	address	bar	of	your	browser	and	will	start	with	either	http://	or	https://.	Then	use	this	template:	Author	last	name,	author	firstname	initial	(published	date	year).	Page	title.	[online]	website	name.	Available	at:	page	URL	[Accessed	accessed	date	day,	month,	year].	The	final
formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:	Ingle,	S.	(2018).	Winter	Olympics	was	hit	by	cyber-attack,	officials	confirm.	[online]	The	Guardian.	Available	at:	[Accessed	13	Jul.	2018].	Example	of	a	website	reference	in	Harvard	style	Wikipedia	has	always	had	a	reputation	for	being	unreliable	as	a	source	because	anyone	can	edit	it,	but	it’s	actually	more
credible	than	you	think.	This	is	because	every	statement	on	Wikipedia	has	to	be	backed	up	with	a	source.	Whether	you	are	allowed	to	use	Wikipedia	in	your	paper	is	up	to	your	teacher	or	tutor,	but	if	you	are	allowed	to	use	it	then	you	need	to	cite	it	correctly.	There	are	many	different	ways	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article,	all	depending	on	the	citation	style
you	need	to	format	it	in.	The	easy	way	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	The	easiest	way	is	to	use	our	citation	generator	below.	Simply	select	the	style	you	need	to	format	your	citation	in,	then	paste	the	URL	for	the	Wikipedia	article	into	the	search	box	and	press	search.	We’ll	find	the	details	automatically	and	format	them	in	the	style	you	selected.	Then	you
can	copy	the	generated	citation	into	your	paper.	The	manual	way	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	Alternatively	you	can	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	by	hand.	A	Wikipedia	article	is	essentially	just	a	webpage,	so	you	would	cite	it	in	the	same	way	you	would	cite	a	webpage.	For	the	3	most	popular	styles–APA,	MLA,	and	Harvard–this	is	as	follows:	In	APA	style	You
need	to	locate	these	details	for	the	article:	article	title,	published	date,	access	date,	article	URL	(web	address).	The	article	title	can	be	found	at	the	top	of	the	article,	and	the	publish	date	can	be	found	right	at	the	bottom	looking	something	like	This	page	was	last	edited	on	13	July	2018,	at	00:02	(UTC).	The	access	date	is	the	date	you	took	information
from	the	article	(usually	today’s	date).	Then	use	this	template,	replacing	the	colored	placeholders	with	the	information	you	found	on	the	page:	Wikipedia	Contributors.	(Published	year,	Published	month	and	day).	Article	title.	Retrieved	Accessed	month	and	day,	Accessed	year,	from	Article	URL.	The	final	formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:
Wikipedia	Contributors.	(2018,	July	13).	The	Infinity	Gauntlet.	Retrieved	July	14,	2018,	from	Example	Wikipedia	citation	in	APA	style	In	MLA	8	style	You	need	to	locate	these	details	for	the	article:	article	title,	published	date,	accessed	date,	article	URL	(web	address).	The	article	title	can	be	found	at	the	top	of	the	article,	and	the	publish	date	can	be
found	right	at	the	bottom	looking	something	like	This	page	was	last	edited	on	13	July	2018,	at	00:02	(UTC)..	The	accessed	date	is	the	date	you	took	information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	Then	use	this	template:	Wikipedia	Contributors.	“Article	title.”	Wikipedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	Published	date	day,	month,	year,	Article	URL.	Accessed
Accessed	date	day,	month,	year.	The	final	formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:	Wikipedia	Contributors.	“The	Infinity	Gauntlet.”	Wikipedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	13	July	2018,	.	Accessed	14	July	2018.	Example	Wikipedia	citation	in	MLA	8	style	In	Harvard	style	You	need	to	locate	these	details	for	the	article:	article	title,	published	date,	accessed
date,	article	URL	(web	address).	The	article	title	can	be	found	at	the	top	of	the	article,	and	the	publish	date	can	be	found	right	at	the	bottom	looking	something	like	This	page	was	last	edited	on	13	July	2018,	at	00:02	(UTC)..	The	accessed	date	is	the	date	you	took	information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	Then	use	this	template:	Wikipedia
Contributors	(Published	date	year).	Article	title.	[online]	Wikipedia.	Available	at:	Article	URL	[Accessed	Accessed	date	day,	month,	year].	The	final	formatted	reference	should	look	like	this:	Wikipedia	Contributors	(2018).	The	Infinity	Gauntlet.	[online]	Wikipedia.	Available	at:	[Accessed	14	Jul.	2018].	Example	Wikipedia	reference	in	MLA	8	style
Academic	style	and	writing	format	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association,	Seventh	Edition	Style	guides	ACS	style	AIP	style	AMA	Manual	of	Style	AP	Stylebook	APA	style	ASA	style	Australian	Guide	to	Legal	Citation	The	Bluebook	The	Business	Style	Handbook	California	Style	Manual	The	Cambridge	Guide	to	English	Usage	The
Chicago	Manual	of	Style	Citing	Medicine	The	Elements	of	Style	The	Elements	of	Typographic	Style	Fowler's	Modern	English	Usage	Garner's	Modern	English	Usage	The	Gregg	Reference	Manual	IEEE	style	ISO	690	MHRA	Style	Guide	Microsoft	Manual	of	Style	MLA	Handbook	New	Hart's	Rules:	The	Oxford	Style	Guide	The	New	York	Times	Manual
Oxford	Standard	for	Citation	of	Legal	Authorities	Scientific	Style	and	Format	Turabian:	A	Manual	for	Writers	List	of	style	guides	List	of	style	guide	abbreviations	vte	APA	style	(also	known	as	APA	format)	is	a	writing	style	and	format	for	academic	documents	such	as	scholarly	journal	articles	and	books.	It	is	commonly	used	for	citing	sources	within	the
field	of	behavioral	and	social	sciences,	including	sociology,	education,	nursing,	criminal	justice,	anthropology,	and	psychology.	It	is	described	in	the	style	guide	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	(APA),	titled	the	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association.	The	guidelines	were	developed	to	aid	reading	comprehension	in	the
social	and	behavioral	sciences,	for	clarity	of	communication,	and	for	"word	choice	that	best	reduces	bias	in	language".[1][2]	APA	style	is	widely	used,	either	entirely	or	with	modifications,	by	hundreds	of	other	scientific	journals,	in	many	textbooks,	and	in	academia	(for	papers	written	in	classes).	The	current	edition	is	its	seventh	revision.	The	APA
became	involved	in	journal	publishing	in	1923.[3]	In	1929,	an	APA	committee	had	a	seven-page	writer's	guide	published	in	the	Psychological	Bulletin.[4][5]	In	1944,	a	32-page	guide	appeared	as	an	article	in	the	same	journal.[3][6]	The	first	edition	of	the	APA	Publication	Manual	was	published	in	1952	as	a	61-page	supplement	to	the	Psychological
Bulletin,[7][8]	marking	the	beginning	of	a	recognized	"APA	style".[3]	The	initial	edition	went	through	two	revisions:	one	in	1957,	and	one	in	1967.[3]	Subsequent	editions	were	released	in	1974,	1983,	1994,	2001,	2009,	and	2019.	The	increasing	length	of	the	guidelines	and	its	transformation	into	a	manual	have	been	accompanied	by	increasingly
explicit	prescriptions	about	many	aspects	of	acceptable	work.	The	earliest	editions	were	controlled	by	a	group	of	field	leaders	who	were	behaviorist	in	orientation	and	the	manual	has	continued	to	foster	that	ideology,	even	as	it	has	influenced	many	other	fields.[9][10]	According	to	the	American	Psychological	Association,	APA	format	can	make	the
point	of	an	argument	clear	and	simple	to	the	reader.[11]	Particularly	influential	were	the	"Guidelines	for	Nonsexist	Language	in	APA	Journals",	first	published	as	a	modification	to	the	1974	edition,	which	provided	practical	alternatives	to	sexist	language	then	in	common	usage.[12][13]	The	guidelines	for	reducing	bias	in	language	have	been	updated
over	the	years	and	presently	provide	practical	guidance	for	writing	about	age,	disability,	gender,	participation	in	research,	race	and	ethnicity,	sexual	orientation,	socioeconomic	status,	and	intersectionality	(APA,	2020,	Chapter	5).[1]	The	seventh	edition	of	the	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	is	the	current	one,	published
in	October	2019.	The	goal	of	the	book	is	to	help	people	become	better	writers	and	communicators	by	promoting	clarity,	precision,	and	inclusivity.[14]	The	manual	has	new	resources	for	students,	including	a	student	title	page,	student	paper	formats,	and	student-related	reference	formats	such	as	classroom	course	pack	material	and	classroom	website
sources.	The	book	also	includes	new	journal	article	reporting	standards	for	qualitative	and	mixed	methods	research	in	addition	to	updated	standards	for	quantitative	research.	The	bias-free	language	guidelines	have	also	been	updated	to	reflect	current	best	practices	for	talking	about	people's	personal	characteristics.[15]	The	manual	addresses
accessibility	for	people	with	disabilities	for	the	first	time.[16]	APA	worked	with	accessibility	experts	to	ensure	APA	style	is	accessible.	For	example,	the	in-text	citation	format	is	shortened	so	that	the	citations	are	easier	to	read	for	people	who,	for	example,	use	screen	readers	or	have	cognitive	disabilities.	Running	heads	are	used	in	papers	that	follow
APA	Style.	The	running	head	is	an	abbreviated	version	of	the	paper	title	that	is	included	in	the	header	of	professional	papers	along	with	the	page	number.	In	student	papers,	the	page	number	is	placed	in	the	header	but	the	page	title	is	not,	unless	otherwise	stated	by	the	course	instructor	or	educational	institution.[17]	The	manual	has	hundreds	of
reference	examples,	including	formats	for	audiovisual	media,	social	media,	and	webpages.	There	are	many	sample	tables	and	figures,	including	basic	student-friendly	examples	such	as	bar	graphs.	There	are	also	sample	papers	for	professionals	and	students.[15]	Since	the	seventh	edition,	APA	also	provides	an	APA	Style	website[18]	and	APA	Style
blog[19]	to	help	people	with	APA	style	and	answer	common	questions.	The	sixth	edition	of	the	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	was	in	effect	from	2009	to	2019,	after	four	years	of	development.	The	Publication	Manual	Revision	Task	Force	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	established	parameters	for	the	revision
based	on	published	critique;	user	comments;	commissioned	reviews;	and	input	from	psychologists,	nurses,	librarians,	business	leaders,	publishing	professionals,	and	APA	governance	groups.[20][21]	To	accomplish	these	revisions,	the	Task	Force	appointed	working	groups	of	four	to	nine	members	in	seven	areas:	bias-free	language,	ethics,	graphics,
Journal	Article	Reporting	Standards,[22]	references,	statistics,	and	writing	style	(APA,	2009,	pp.	xvii–xviii).	The	APA	explained	the	issuing	of	a	new	edition	only	eight	years	after	the	fifth	edition	by	pointing	to	the	increased	use	of	online	source	or	online	access	to	academic	journals	(6th	edition,	p.	XV).	The	sixth	edition	is	accompanied	by	a	style	website
as	well	as	the	APA	Style	Blog	which	answers	many	common	questions	from	users.[citation	needed]	Sample	papers	in	the	first	printing	of	the	sixth	edition	contained	errors.	APA	staff	posted	all	of	the	corrections	online	for	free	in	a	single	document	on	October	1,	2009,	and	shortly	thereafter	alerted	users	to	the	existence	of	the	corrections	in	an	APA	blog
entry.[23]	These	errors	attracted	significant	attention	from	the	scholarly	community	and	nearly	two	weeks	later,	on	October	13,	2009,	the	article	"Correcting	a	Style	Guide"	was	published	in	the	online	newspaper	Inside	Higher	Ed	that	included	interviews	with	several	individuals,	one	of	whom	described	the	errors	as	"egregious".[24]	All	copies	of	the
printing	with	errors	were	soon	after	recalled	in	2009	(including	those	from	major	retailers	such	as	Amazon.com)	and	a	new	printing	correcting	all	the	errors,	with	a	copyright	date	of	2010,[25]	was	issued.	Citation	Comparison	of	reference	management	software	MLA	style	Chicago	style	^	a	b	The	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological
Association	(7th	ed.).	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	2020.	ISBN	978-1-4338-3217-8.	^	"APA	Style".	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	Retrieved	February	26,	2020.	^	a	b	c	d	VandenBos,	Gary	R.	(1992).	"The	APA	Knowledge	Dissemination	Program:	An	overview	of	100	years".	In	Evans,	Rand	B.;	Staudt
Sexton,	Virginia;	Cadwallader,	Thomas	C.	(eds.).	The	American	Psychological	Association:	A	Historical	Perspective.	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	pp.	347–390.	ISBN	978-1-55798-136-3.	^	Bentley,	M.;	Peerenboom,	C.	A.;	Hodge,	F.	W.;	Passano,	Edward	B.;	Warren,	H.	C.;	Washburn,	M.	F.	(February	1929).	"Instructions	in
regard	to	preparation	of	manuscript".	Psychological	Bulletin.	26	(2):	57–63.	doi:10.1037/h0071487.	ISSN	0033-2909.	^	"APA	Style	Blog:	The	Origins	of	APA	Style".	blog.apastyle.org.	Retrieved	December	14,	2016.	^	Anderson,	J.	E.;	Valentine,	W.	L.	(June	1944).	"The	preparation	of	articles	for	publication	in	the	journals	of	the	American	Psychological
Association".	Psychological	Bulletin.	41	(6):	345–376.	doi:10.1037/h0063335.	ISSN	0033-2909.	^	"Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association".	Psychological	Bulletin.	49	(4):	388–448.	1952.	^	APA	Publications	and	Communications	Board	Working	Group	on	Journal	Article	Reporting	Standards	(December	2008).	"Reporting
Standards	for	Research	in	Psychology:	Why	Do	We	Need	Them?	What	Might	They	Be?"	(PDF).	American	Psychologist.	63	(9):	839–851.	doi:10.1037/0003-066x.63.9.839.	PMC	2957094.	PMID	19086746.	^	Bazerman,	C.	(1987).	Codifying	the	social	scientific	style:	The	APA	Publication	Manual	as	a	behaviorist	rhetoric.	In	J.	Nelson,	A.	Megill,	&	D.
McCloskey	(Eds.).	The	rhetoric	of	the	human	sciences	(pp.	125–144).	Madison:	University	of	Wisconsin	Press.	^	Madigan,	R.,	Johnson,	S.,	Linton,	P.,	Fowler,	R.	(1995).	The	Language	of	Psychology:	APA	Style	as	Epistemology.	The	American	psychologist,	50	(6),	428–436.	^	"Style	and	Grammar	Guidelines".	APA	Style.	American	Psychological
Association.	September	2019.	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	18,	2023.	Retrieved	October	3,	2023.	^	APA	Task	Force	on	Issues	of	Sexual	Bias	in	Graduate	Education	(June	1975).	"Guidelines	for	nonsexist	use	of	language".	American	Psychologist.	32	(6).	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association:	487–494.	doi:10.1037/h0076869.
ISSN	0003-066X.	OCLC	696450842.	^	APA	Publication	Manual	Task	Force	(June	1977).	"Guidelines	for	nonsexist	language	in	APA	journals	[Change	Sheet	2]".	American	Psychologist.	30	(6).	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association:	682–684.	doi:10.1037/0003-066X.32.6.487.	ISSN	0003-066X.	OCLC	696450842.	^	"About	APA	Style".
APAStyle.org.	American	Psychological	Association.	Retrieved	February	27,	2020.	^	a	b	"Product	page	for	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association,	Seventh	Edition	(2020)".	American	Psychological	Association.	Retrieved	February	27,	2020.	^	Introduction	to	the	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association,
Seventh	Edition	(PDF).	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	2020.	pp.	xviii.	Retrieved	February	27,	2020.	^	"What	is	a	Running	Head	in	APA	Stye?".	Editor	World.	Retrieved	April	21,	2023.	^	"APA	Style".	APAStyle.APA.org.	^	"APA	Style	Blog".	APAStyle.APA.org.	^	Meeting	of	the	Council	of	Editors	(Agenda	book).	Washington,	DC:
American	Psychological	Association.	April	13–14,	2007.	^	Meeting	of	the	Publications	and	Communications	Board	(Agenda	book).	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	May	18–20,	2007.	^	APA	Publications	and	Communications	Board	Working	Group	on	Journal	Article	Reporting	Standards	(2008).	"Reporting	Standards	for	Research	in
Psychology:	Why	Do	We	Need	Them?	What	Might	They	Be"	(PDF).	American	Psychologist.	63	(9):	839–851.	doi:10.1037/0003-066x.63.9.839.	PMC	2957094.	PMID	19086746.	^	Skutley,	Mary	Lynn	(October	8,	2009).	"Note	to	APA	Style	Community:	Sixth	Edition	Corrections".	APA	blog.	^	Epstein,	Jennifer	(October	13,	2009).	Jaschik,	Scott;	Lederman,
Doug	(eds.).	"Correcting	a	Style	Guide".	Inside	Higher	Ed.	Washington,	DC.	Retrieved	October	27,	2011.	^	"Publication	manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association".	LC	Catalog.	American	Psychological	Association.	2010.	Archived	from	the	original	on	June	6,	2023.	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	(7th	ed.).
Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	2020.	ISBN	978-1-4338-3217-8.	(spiral	bound)	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	(6th	ed.).	Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	2010.	ISBN	978-1-4338-0562-2.	(spiral	bound)	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association	(5th	ed.).
Washington,	DC:	American	Psychological	Association.	2001.	ISBN	978-1-55798-791-4.	Wikiversity	has	learning	resources	about	APA	style	Official	website	APA	resources	at	Purdue	University's	Online	Writing	Lab	Retrieved	from	"	Some	academics	don’t	consider	Wikipedia	a	credible	source	for	research	papers.	As	Wikipedia	articles	are	authored	and
revised	by	public	users,	the	content	might	include	incorrect	or	biased	information,	or	important	information	might	be	missing.	Additionally,	since	the	material	is	updated	by	various	users,	it	could	include	typos	or	grammatical	errors	that	alter	its	meaning	of	the	material.	Even	though	Wikipedia	articles	are	community-vetted	for	bias	and	accuracy,
academia	still	considers	them	unreliable.		However,	Wikipedia	can	serve	as	a	practical	way	to	introduce	yourself	to	an	unknown	topic	when	writing	a	research	paper.	When	used	as	a	preliminary	reference,	it	can	help	direct	you	toward	credible	primary	and	secondary	sources	that	bolster	your	ideas.	If	you	need	to	cite	Wikipedia	in	APA	format,	be
aware	that	it’ll	look	slightly	different	from	a	conventional	APA	website	citation.	A	Wikipedia	citation	in	APA	format	includes	the	Wikipedia	page	title,	version	date,	website,	and	URL	specific	to	the	entry	version	you’re	referencing.	Grammarly	helps	you	avoid	plagiarism	How	to	cite	Wikipedia	in	APA	format	Write	the	title	of	the	Wikipedia	entry	in
sentence	case.	Since	Wikipedia	pages	can	be	updated	frequently,	use	the	date	of	the	entry	version	you’re	referencing	as	well	as	the	URL	unique	to	that	version.	The	website	will	always	be	formatted	as	“In	Wikipedia.”	This	is	what	a	Wikipedia	citation	in	APA	format	should	look	like:		Wikipedia	entry	title.	(Year,	Month	Day).	In	Wikipedia.	Version	URL.
Example:	Dual	process	theory	(moral	psychology).	(2022,	April	22).	In	Wikipedia.		moral_psychology)		To	find	the	URL	for	the	exact	version	of	the	entry	that	you	accessed,	click	on	“View	history”	at	the	top	of	the	page.	Then	click	on	the	version	date	that	you	want	to	cite.	The	URL	in	the	search	bar	is	now	the	entry	version’s	specific	URL	to	include	in
your	Wikipedia	citation.	In-text	citation	When	citing	the	Wikipedia	source	within	your	narrative,	place	it	within	your	sentence	by	shortening	the	entry’s	title	and	enclosing	it	in	quotation	marks.	Include	the	version	year	in	parentheses	immediately	after	the	entry’s	title.	Example:	The	concept	of	“Dual	process”	(2022)	.	.	.		Parenthetical	citation	To	cite
Wikipedia	parenthetically	in	APA	format	within	your	research	paper,	keep	the	shortened	title	of	the	Wikipedia	entry	inside	parentheses.	Then	add	the	version	year,	separated	by	a	comma.	Example:	(“Dual	process,”	2022)	There	are	two	ways	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA	format.	Automatically	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA	format	The	easiest	way
is	to	use	our	citation	generator	below.	Simply	select	the	style	you	need	to	format	your	citation	in,	then	paste	the	URL	for	the	Wikipedia	article	into	the	search	box	and	press	search.	We’ll	find	the	details	automatically	and	format	them	in	the	style	you	selected.	Manually	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA	format	Alternatively	you	can	cite	a	Wikipedia	article
manually.	A	Wikipedia	article	is	essentially	just	a	webpage,	so	you	should	cite	it	in	the	same	way	you	would	usually	cite	a	webpage.	For	APA	format	this	is	as	follows:	First,	locate	these	details	for	the	article:	article	title,	published	date,	access	date,	article	URL	(web	address).	The	article	title	can	be	found	at	the	top	of	the	article,	and	the	publish	date
can	be	found	right	at	the	bottom	and	looks	something	like	This	page	was	last	edited	on	12	July	2018,	at	13:50	(UTC).	The	access	date	is	the	date	you	took	information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	Then	use	this	template,	replacing	the	colored	placeholders	with	the	information	you	found	on	the	page:	Wikipedia	Contributors.	(Published	year,
Published	month	and	day).	Article	title.	Retrieved	Accessed	month	and	day,	Accessed	year,	from	Article	URL.	The	final	formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:	Wikipedia	Contributors.	(2018,	July	12).	Marvel	Comics.	Retrieved	July	15,	2018,	from	There	are	two	ways	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA	format.	Automatically	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA
format	The	easiest	way	is	to	use	our	citation	generator	below.	Simply	select	the	style	you	need	to	format	your	citation	in,	then	paste	the	URL	for	the	Wikipedia	article	into	the	search	box	and	press	search.	We’ll	find	the	details	automatically	and	format	them	in	the	style	you	selected.	Manually	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA	format	Alternatively	you	can
cite	a	Wikipedia	article	manually.	A	Wikipedia	article	is	essentially	just	a	webpage,	so	you	should	cite	it	in	the	same	way	you	would	usually	cite	a	webpage.	For	APA	format	this	is	as	follows:	First,	locate	these	details	for	the	article:	article	title,	published	date,	access	date,	article	URL	(web	address).	The	article	title	can	be	found	at	the	top	of	the	article,
and	the	publish	date	can	be	found	right	at	the	bottom	and	looks	something	like	This	page	was	last	edited	on	12	July	2018,	at	13:50	(UTC).	The	access	date	is	the	date	you	took	information	from	the	article	(usually	today).	Then	use	this	template,	replacing	the	colored	placeholders	with	the	information	you	found	on	the	page:	Wikipedia	Contributors.
(Published	year,	Published	month	and	day).	Article	title.	Retrieved	Accessed	month	and	day,	Accessed	year,	from	Article	URL.	The	final	formatted	citation	should	look	like	this:	Wikipedia	Contributors.	(2018,	July	12).	Marvel	Comics.	Retrieved	July	15,	2018,	from	Whether	writing	an	essay	or	completing	or	scientific	lab	report,	you	should	cite	all
primary	and	secondary	sources.	Many	students	include	Wikipedia	in	their	digital	research.	Known	as	the	free	encyclopedia,	Wikipedia	provides	information	on	topics	from	many	categories,	including	those	used	in	academics.	Although	many	colleges	and	universities	do	not	recognize	Wikipedia	as	a	reliable	source	because	its	pages	can	be	edited	by
anyone,	the	site	still	offers	a	jumping-off	point	in	several	categories	of	education	and	literature.	You	can	use	Wikipedia	to	gather	general	information	or	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	a	topic	before	delving	into	a	more	reputable	website,	journal,	or	textbook.	Some	teachers	may	allow	you	to	cite	Wikipedia	as	a	source	if	other	more	reliable	references
are	consulted	in	addition.	As	more	students	become	aware	of	and	rely	on	the	information	from	Wikipedia,	it	becomes	increasingly	important	to	know	how	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	properly.	Although	Wikipedia	may	not	be	as	revered	as	other	resources,	it	requires	proper	citation	to	use	without	penalization.	Here,	you	will	learn	when	it	is	appropriate
to	cite	a	Wikipedia	page,	how	to	cite	the	page,	and	how	to	use	citation	generators	to	make	the	job	easier.	Do	You	Need	to	Cite	Wikipedia	Articles?	The	answer	here	is	absolutely	yes.	Any	information	or	ideas	that	you	do	not	create	yourself	(unless	common	knowledge)	must	be	cited	in	your	referenced	materials.	That	includes
citing	Wikipedia	articles	you	use	for	research	or	which	get	quoted	as	part	of	the	writing	process.	If	you	forget	to	cite	your	Wikipedia	sources,	you	leave	yourself	open	to	accusations	of	plagiarism,	which	is	a	serious	offense	especially	among	academics.	This	is	because	you	are	not	giving	credit	to	the	original	author	of	the	information	you	use.
Plagiarism	is	the	act	of	copying	written	work,	which	even	includes	copying	your	own	work	from	another	time	or	paper.	Citing	all	the	work	you	use	during	research	and	writing	helps	other	academics	determine	the	validity	and	originality	of	your	essay	and	ideas.	When	you	use	a	Wikipedia	article	or	a	wiki	page,	you	read	information	written	by	others	on
that	subject.	Wikipedia	pages	provide	an	original	source	for	any	facts	cited	on	the	website.	If	that	cited	source	appears	more	original	than	your	Wikipedia	article,	you	can	visit	and	cited	reference	and	include	that	in	your	own	references	page	instead	of	the	Wikipedia	page.	The	problem	with	Wikipedia	is	that	the	website	is	an	open-source	encyclopedia,
meaning	anybody	can	add	to	any	Wikipedia	page	or	change	the	article.	Unlike	published	journals,	Wikipedia	content	never	gets	peer-reviewed	by	professionals	in	the	field	of	study	the	topics	fall	within.	Still,	to	avoid	plagiarism,	it’s	best	to	always	reference	any	information	you	get	from	a	Wikipedia	article—even	if	it’s	from	Wikipedia.	How	to	Cite
a	Wikipedia	Article	The	type	of	document	you	are	writing,	combined	with	the	personal	preference	of	your	professor,	dictate	the	citation	format	you	use	in	a	Wikipedia	article.	An	MLA	format	paper,	for	example,	differs	in	citation	style	from	a	Chicago	Style	paper	or	an	APA	style	paper.	Some	professors	may	request	you	use	the	source	listed	on
Wikipedia	rather	than	a	Wikipedia	link.	Others	may	not	allow	you	to	use	Wikipedia	as	a	resource	at	all.	While	book	and	journal	article	citations	require	a	wide	range	of	information,	like	authors’	names,	edition	numbers,	publisher	name,	and	DOI,	citing	a	Wikipedia	article	requires	you	only	the	following:	Wikipedia	The	name	of	the	article	or	page	The
date	the	page	was	last	updated	A	link	to	the	page	The	order	of	this	information	and	the	additional	content	required	for	a	citation	differs	from	style	to	style.	Check	the	preference	of	your	field	of	study,	or	professor,	before	writing	your	paper	or	citing	your	sources.	It	is	important	to	note	that	Wikipedia	won’t	list	an	author	for	any	of	the	information	they
provide.	That	is	because	so	many	different	writers	contribute	to	the	same	articles,	and	they	get	changed	frequently	over	the	years.	When	choosing	the	citation	format	to	use,	remember	to	select	the	style	best	suited	for	a	web	address	with	no	specific	author.	However	if	you	do	notice	an	individual	author,	remember	to	add	them	to	your	citation.	Citing
Wikipedia	might	seem	daunting	because	there	are	so	many	styles	to	consider.	Here	are	the	best	ways	to	cite	any	Wikipedia	link	for	your	reference	list	by	style	and	format.	Whether	you	write	an	English	essay	in	MLA,	a	psychology	paper	in	APA,	or	a	journalism	piece	in	Chicago	Style,	you	can	cite	Wikipedia	with	the	following	templates	and	tips.	MLA
Style	MLA	format,	or	Modern	Language	Association	format,	is	used	on	papers	relating	to	language	arts,	English,	and	the	humanities.	MLA	format	began	in	the	1950s	as	a	style	sheet	and	has	flourished	to	include	nine	editions	of	a	writing	guide	as	of	2021.	Use	the	most	up-to-date	version	of	the	MLA	style	guide	when	possible	to	avoid	inconsistencies	or
outdated	formatting.	The	most	recent	MLA	style	guide	requires	italics	on	the	source	of	the	work	cited	(in	this	case,	Wikipedia)	and	capitalization	of	titles	and	proper	nouns.	You	must	also	write	the	full	name	of	the	work	rather	than	an	abbreviation.	Use	this	template	for	an	MLA	citation:	“Title	of	the	Article.”	Wikipedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	last	date
modified,	URL.	A	more	specific	example	of	an	MLA	citation	would	appear	as:	“MLA	Handbook.”	Wikipedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	2022,		.	Write	the	title	as	a	parenthetical	citation	with	quotation	marks	in	the	text	next	to	the	quote,	or	idea,	presented.	For	example,	if	the	name	of	the	Wikipedia	page	is	Des	Moines,	Iowa	it	appears	next	to	your	quote	as,
(“Des	Moines,	Iowa”).	This	tells	your	reader	which	Wikipedia	link	in	your	works	cited	section	is	referenced	in	your	sentence	or	paragraph.	Place	the	in-text	citation	at	the	end	of	the	sentence	you	are	citing,	but	before	the	period.	If	you	use	this	reference	more	than	once,	you	must	cite	the	page	after	each	mention.	APA	Style	APA	stands	for	American
Psychological	Association.	APA	format	citations	are	used	for	several	academic	papers	but	are	common	in	the	social	sciences,	including	Psychology	and	Sociology.	APA	style	citations	also	place	no	final	period	after	the	URL.	The	first	edition	of	the	APA	Publication	Manual	became	available	in	1952,	and	the	style	is	now	on	it’s	7th	edition.	As	with	any
other	style	guide,	using	the	most	recent	version	offers	the	best	chance	at	correct	citations	and	formatting.	Unless	your	professor	specifies	the	version	they	wish	you	to	use,	assume	the	newest	version	is	the	correct	to	consult.	APA	style	often	includes	a	DOI	(Digital	Object	Identifier)	for	journal	publications	and	only	capitalizes	the	first	word	of	the	title.
That	isn’t	necessary	in	the	case	of	Wikipedia	citations	but	is	a	great	tip	when	citing	other	APA-style	resources.	An	APA	style	works	cited	usually	requires	you	to	use	a	specific	reference	entry	of	the	webpage.	On	Wikipedia,	you	can	determine	which	version	of	the	webpage	you	use	by	clicking	on	“view	history”.	That	is	the	most	current	version	of
Wikipedia,	but	if	you	need	an	old	version	to	prove	a	point	be	sure	to	cite	that	modification	date	and	URL.	On	a	works	cited	page,	an	APA	style	citation	looks	like	this:	Title	of	the	article.	(Year,	Month	Day).	In	Wikipedia.	URL	A	more	specific	version	of	an	APA	style	citation	would	appear	as:	APA	Style.	(2021,	November	1).	In	Wikipedia.	
APA	uses	parenthesis	in	the	in-text	citation.	It	also	includes	a	comma	and	the	date	of	publication	or	retrieval	date.	For	example,	if	you	reference	the	Wikipedia	page	American	Psychological	Association,	it	should	appear,	(“American	Psychological	Association”,	2022).	Your	APA	in-text	citation	still	comes	at	the	end	of	the	sentence	of	the	paragraph	cited
before	the	period.	If	you	use	ideas	found	in	a	Wikipedia	article,	reference	the	source	and	not	the	Wikipedia	article.	Often	Wikipedia	will	lead	writers	to	other	links.	Always	source	the	site	your	information	is	coming	from,	not	the	first	site	you	use.	Chicago-Style	Chicago-style	citations	are	used	in	history	papers.	Sometimes	they	are	used	in	other	works
in	the	humanities,	including	journalism.	There	have	been	17	editions	of	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	since	its	first	publication	in	1906.	It	was	created	by	the	University	of	Chicago	Press	and	is	still	used	in	the	United	States	as	a	standard	for	formatting	documents.	Chicago-style	citations	are	sometimes	less	formal	than	APA	or	MLA.	For	example,	in-text
citations	might	paraphrase	and	simply	state	that	a	“Wikipedia	entry	on	photosynthesis	describes	it	as…”.	If	you	choose	to	be	formal	in	your	Chicago	style	citation,	include	a	bibliography	or	author-date	format.	Bibliography	style	uses	the	following	format:	Wikipedia.	“Name	of	the	article”.	Last	modified	Month	Day,	Year.		.	A	more	specific	example	of
a	Chicago	style	bibliography	citation	is:	Wikipedia.	“The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style”.	Last	modified	January	3,	2022.		.	For	an	in-text	citation,	write	this	as,	“Name	of	the	article”	in…	For	author-date	style,	use	this	format:	Wikipedia.	Year	of	publication.	“Name	of	Article”.	Last	modified	Month	Day,	Year.		.	To	find	the	year	of	publication,	or	original	date
that	a	Wikipedia	entry	was	written,	select	“view	history”,	and	“oldest”.	This	will	list	all	changes	to	the	page	from	oldest	to	newest,	allowing	you	to	see	the	original	date	of	the	page	listing.	If	you	use	the	same	example	as	above,	an	author-date	style	citation	would	appear	as:	Wikipedia.	2017.	“The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style”.	Last	modified	January	3,
2022.		.	Author	date	in-text	citations	appear	as,	In	Wikipedia	(Year	of	publication),	“Name	of	Article”	…	If	you	name	the	Wikipedia	page	in	your	sentence	or	paragraph,	simply	add	the	publication	or	last	updated	date	in	parenthesis.	This	comes	at	the	end	of	the	quote	or	paraphrasing	you	use.	Otherwise,	the	same	rules	apply	to	in-text	Chicago	style	as
MLA	or	APA	in	that	you	cite	your	source	at	the	end	of	the	sentence	before	the	period.	Consistency	is	important	in	writing.	However,	with	the	differences	in	citations	allowed	in	Chicago	style,	it’s	fine	for	writers	to	use	both	paraphrasing	and	short-form	in-text	citations	as	well	as	full-form	in-text	citations	for	quotes	and	other	references.	Some	professors
prefer	to	see	a	mix	of	paraphrasing	and	quotes	throughout	an	essay.	Final	Thoughts	While	useful,	Wikipedia	articles	aren’t	the	best	references.	At	the	bottom	of	any	Wikipedia	article,	you’ll	find	a	list	of	numbered	sources	used	to	create	the	article.	Some	sources	are	reputable,	but	others	aren’t.	It’s	important	to	back	up	your	work	by	checking	these
sources	and	citing	them	when	necessary.	As	you	cite	your	work,	consider	the	importance	of	avoiding	plagiarism.	Ensure	sources	are	properly	cited	by	using	a	citation	tool	like	Quetext’s	citation	generator.	If	your	paper	is	considered	plagiarized	you	could	lose	marks,	fail	an	assignment,	or	tarnish	your	reputation	within	the	academic	society.	Using	tools
like	Quetext	Citation	Assistant	requires	you	to	copy	and	paste	your	document	into	the	search	page	on	your	Quetext	Pro	account.	On	the	panel	under,	“Score”,	highlight	the	source	you	want	to	cite	and	select,	“Cite	Source”.	Choose	between	MLA,	APA,	and	Chicago	citation	formats.	Quetext	will	provide	you	with	a	citation	for	your	source	based	on	the
format	you	select.	Quetext	also	makes	writing	original	content	simple.	Using	the	plagiarism	checker,	your	work	is	analyzed	quickly	and	accurately	to	determine	originality.	This	is	extremely	useful	in	avoiding	cheating	accusations	for	academic	papers.	Hopefully,	this	guide	has	been	useful	in	determining	the	style	and	format	of	any	Wikipedia	citation.
Remember	to	always	cite	your	sources	in	any	work	you	do.			Click	below	to	find	a	pricing	plan	that	fits	your	needs.	Get	Started			An	MLA	citation	generator	is	a	software	tool	designed	to	automatically	create	academic	citations	in	the	Modern	Language	Association	(MLA)	citation	format.	The	generator	will	take	information	such	as	document	titles,
author,	and	URLs	as	in	input,	and	output	fully	formatted	citations	that	can	be	inserted	into	the	Works	Cited	page	of	an	MLA-compliant	academic	paper.	The	citations	on	a	Works	Cited	page	show	the	external	sources	that	were	used	to	write	the	main	body	of	the	academic	paper,	either	directly	as	references	and	quotes,	or	indirectly	as	ideas.	Download
Article	Download	Article	This	wikiHow	teaches	you	how	to	create	a	proper	citation	for	a	Wikipedia	article.	The	easiest	way	to	do	this	is	by	using	Wikipedia's	built-in	citation	generator	that	links	to	the	version	of	the	page	you're	viewing,	though	you	can	also	cite	by	hand	if	necessary.	Before	using	Wikipedia	for	research,	check	with	your	teacher,
professor,	or	editor	to	make	sure	that	they	will	accept	a	wiki	as	a	reputable	source.	1	Open	the	article	you're	citing.	Go	to	the	Wikipedia	page	for	the	article	that	you	want	to	cite.	2	Click	Cite	this	page.	This	link	is	in	the	"Tools"	section	of	the	column	of	options	that's	on	the	left	side	of	the	page.	Advertisement	3	Find	your	citation	style.	Scroll	through
the	list	of	blue	citation	headers	until	you	find	your	preferred	citation	style	(e.g.,	"APA	style").	The	citation	will	be	listed	below	the	style	heading.	4	Select	the	whole	citation.	Click	and	drag	your	mouse	from	left	to	right	across	the	entire	citation	below	the	style	heading.	5	Copy	the	citation.	Once	the	whole	citation	is	highlighted,	press	either	Ctrl+C
(Windows)	or	⌘	Command+C	(Mac).	6	Open	a	rich-text	editor.	"Rich-text"	just	refers	to	the	ability	to	maintain	formatting	(e.g.,	italics)	when	pasting	in	content;	common	rich-text	editors	include	Microsoft	Word,	Apple	Pages,	and	Google	Documents.	You	can	also	just	double-click	the	document	to	which	you	want	to	add	the	citation	if	the	document	is	a
Word	document	or	similar.	7	Paste	in	your	citation.	Once	you've	opened	the	rich-text	editor	(or	your	document),	press	either	Ctrl+V	(Windows)	or	⌘	Command+V	(Mac)	to	paste	in	the	citation	as	it	appeared	on	Wikipedia.	The	citation	will	appear	in	the	editor.	Advertisement	1	Start	your	entry	with	the	Wikipedia	entry	title.	When	citing	Wikipedia	in
APA	style,	first	list	the	name	of	the	article.	You	do	not	need	to	use	quotes	or	italics.	Simply	write	down	the	article's	title	followed	by	a	period.	For	example,	if	you	were	citing	an	article	on	Jimmy	Carter	the	beginning	your	citation	would	look	like	this:	Jimmy	Carter.[1]	If	you	want	to	lead	with	an	author's	name,	Wikipedia	suggests	using	"Wikipedia
contributors"	as	the	name.	2	Include	the	date,	if	available.	In	APA	style,	it's	customary	to	include	the	date	an	online	source	was	published	or	last	modified.	The	date	of	the	last	revision	is	at	the	bottom	of	the	Wikipedia	page;	if	you	cannot	find	the	date,	you	can	simply	write	"n.d."	in	parenthesis	after	the	entry	title.	After	the	date,	add	a	period.[2]
Returning	to	our	example,	your	citation	would	look	like	this:	Jimmy	Carter.	(n.d.).	3	Write	the	words	"In	Wikipedia".	In	APA	style,	it's	customary	to	mention	where	you	found	an	electronic	source.	When	citing	Wikipedia,	you	would	write	"In	Wikipedia,"	italicizing	the	word	"Wikipedia",	and	then	add	a	period.	Our	citation	should	read	as	follows:	Jimmy
Carter.	(n.d.).	In	Wikipedia.	4	Follow	with	the	retrieval	date.	This	is	the	date	on	which	you	accessed	the	information.	Use	the	word	"Retrieved"	and	then	write	the	date.	In	APA	style,	the	date	is	written	"Month	Date,	Year."	For	example,	if	you	retrieved	your	source	on	the	15th	of	October	in	2015,	you	would	write,	"October	15,	2015."	Add	a	comma	after
the	date.[3]	To	illustrate,	here	is	what	our	example	would	look	like	so	far:	Jimmy	Carter.	(n.d.).	In	Wikipedia.	Retrieved	October	15,	2015,	5	End	with	the	URL.	After	the	comma	at	the	end	of	the	date,	write	"from"	and	then	include	the	full	URL	of	the	Wikipedia	page.	In	our	example,	our	final	citation	would	read	as	follows:	Advertisement	1	Begin	with
the	article	title.	In	MLA	style,	you	would	usually	begin	an	online	citation	with	the	author's	name.	As	Wikipedia	articles	do	not	have	authors,	you	would	simply	skip	to	the	article	name.	Put	this	in	quotations	and	include	a	period	inside	the	quotations.	Using	Jimmy	Carter	as	an	example	again,	you	would	start	your	article	with	"Jimmy	Carter."	If	you	want
to	lead	with	an	author's	name,	Wikipedia	suggests	using	"Wikipedia	contributors"	as	the	name.	2	Add	the	larger	source.	MLA	style	dictates	you	must	include	the	larger	source	from	which	you	found	the	article.	If	you	pulled	an	article	from	the	New	York	Times,	you	would	write	New	York	Times	in	italics	after	the	article	name.	As	you	pulled	your	article
from	Wikipedia,	you	simply	need	to	write	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	Follow	with	a	period.	Using	our	example,	our	citation	would	not	read	as	follows:	"Jimmy	Carter."	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	3	Include	the	publisher.	In	MLA	style,	you're	supposed	to	include	the	publisher.	When	working	with	online	sources,	this	information	is	not
always	known.	However,	when	working	with	Wikipedia,	it's	appropriate	to	write	"Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia"	as	the	publisher.	Follow	with	a	comma.	Our	example	would	now	read:	"Jimmy	Carter."	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	4	Add	the	date	of	publication,	if	possible.	You	should	usually	include	the	date
of	an	online	publication.	You	can	find	the	date	of	the	last	revision	at	the	bottom	of	the	page.	Write	the	day,	the	abbreviated	month,	and	then	the	year.	Using	our	example,	we	would	now	have	the	following	citation:	"Jimmy	Carter."	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia,	25	Sept.	2014.	You	may	find	that	it's	best	to	simply
write	"n.p."	to	indicate	the	publication	date	is	unknown.	5	Add	the	publication	type.	In	this	case,	you'll	type	Web.	after	the	date.	Your	citation	should	now	read	as	follows:	"Jimmy	Carter."	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia,	25	Sept.	2014.	Web.	6	End	with	the	date	you	found	the	source.	In	MLA	style,	you	would	end
citing	a	web	source	by	listing	the	date	you	accessed	the	information.	In	MLA	style,	you	write	the	date,	then	the	month,	then	the	year.	You	do	not	use	commas,	but	you	do	abbreviate	the	month	to	three	letters	and	end	it	with	a	period;	for	example,	if	you	accessed	the	article	on	February	2nd,	2016	you	would	write	"2	Feb.	2016."	Our	final	citation	would
read	like	this:	"Jimmy	Carter."	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia.	Wikipedia,	the	Free	Encyclopedia,	25	Sept.	2014.	Web.	2	Feb.	2016.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	For	the	APA	part,	why	is	it	that	in	the	picture	the	word	"In"	is	italicized	along	with	Wikipedia,	but	in	the	text	it	says	that	only	the	word	"Wikipedia"	should	be	italicized?
Which	way	is	right?	"In"	should	not	be	italicized.	That	was	probably	a	mistake	in	the	picture.	Follow	the	instructions,	not	the	pictures.	Question	If	I	have	taken	from	4-5	entries,	should	I	write	them	up	separately?	You	should	always	cite	separate	articles.	A	blanket	citation	of	the	entire	site	will	not	cover	it	because	there	is	so	much	information	there.
Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Written	by:	wikiHow	Technology	Writer	This	article	was	co-authored	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Jack	Lloyd.	Jack	Lloyd	is	a	Technology	Writer	and	Editor	for	wikiHow.	He	has	over	two	years	of	experience	writing	and	editing	technology-related	articles.	He
is	technology	enthusiast	and	an	English	teacher.	This	article	has	been	viewed	489,759	times.	Co-authors:	29	Updated:	February	24,	2025	Views:	489,759	Categories:	Featured	Articles	|	Citation	|	Wikipedia	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	489,759	times.	"This	article	helped	me	out	so	much!	I
had	wondered	about	things	like	whether	I	should	underline	the	word	''Wikipedia''	or	not	and	whether	I	put	down	for	the	author's	name.	This	article	cleared	up	so	much	confusion!	Thanks	to	all	of	the	contributors	of	this	article!"..."	more	Share	your	story	When	working	on	a	research	paper	or	project,	Wikipedia	can	be	a	great	launch	point.	The	online
encyclopedia	is	chock-full	of	information	on	a	wide	range	of	subjects,	and	it’s	often	one	of	the	first	listings	to	appear	on	Google.	After	plucking	information	from	Wikipedia,	it	is	important	that	you	take	the	extra	few	minutes	to	put	together	citations	for	whatever	entry	you’ve	used.	But	how	should	you	go	about	citing	an	article	found	on	Wikipedia?	As	it
turns	out,	citing	information	found	on	the	website	isn’t	all	that	tricky—especially	if	you	use	our	below	breakdown!	We’ve	laid	the	citation	process	step	by	step	below,	explaining	how	to	cite	in	three	popular	citation	types:	MLA	format,	APA	format	and	Chicago	style.	(If	you’ve	ever	cited	another	online	encyclopedia,	like	Britannica	or	World	Book,	this
will	be	familiar	to	you.)	To	make	your	citation	process	even	smoother,	we’ve	used	the	“Special	relativity”	entry	from	Wikipedia	as	an	example.	See	how	to	cite	this	entry	in	MLA,	APA	and	Harvard	referencing	below.	To	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	properly,	you’ll	need	to	find	and	include	the	information	below:	The	title	of	the	article	The	name	of	the	website
(Wikipedia)	The	name	of	the	publisher	(Wikimedia	Foundation)	The	date	the	article	was	published	or	last	updated	The	date	that	you	accessed/read	the	article	The	URL	Harvard	(Cite	Them	Right	10th	edition)	Structure	to	follow	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	Harvard	style:	‘Article	title’	(Year	last	updated)	Website	Title.	Available	at:	URL	(Accessed:	Day
Month	Year).	Reference	example:	‘Special	relativity’	(2018)	Wikipedia.	Available	at:	(Accessed:	5	August	2019).	APA	Structure	to	follow	to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	APA	style:	Article	title.	(Year	last	updated).	Retrieved	Month	Day,	Year,	from	URL.	Reference	example:	Special	relativity.	(2018).	Retrieved	August	5,	2019,	from	.	MLA	Structure	to	follow
to	cite	a	Wikipedia	article	in	MLA	style:	“Article	Title.”	Website	Title,	Publisher	(if	different	from	website	title),	Day	Month	Year	published	or	updated,	URL.	Reference	example:	“Special	Relativity.”	Wikipedia,	Wikimedia	Foundation,	29	July	2019,	en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_relativity.	Need	a	Chicago	style	citation	instead?	Wondering	how	to	write
an	annotated	bibliography?	Cite	This	For	Me	has	various	resources	to	help	with	your	bibliographic	needs.
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