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WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English © 2025inevent /m'vent/USA pronunciation v. [~ + object] to produce for the first time, as a result of one's own ingenuity and effort:Edison is usually credited with inventing the light bulb. to make up or think up (something false):quick at inventing excuses in*ven-tor,

n. [countable]See -ven-. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American English © 2025inevent (in vent’),USA pronunciation v.t. to originate or create as a product of one's own ingenuity, experimentation, or contrivance:to invent the telegraph. to produce or create with the imagination:to invent a story. to make up or fabricate
(something fictitious or false):to invent excuses. [Archaic.]to come upon; find. Latin inventus, past participle of invenire to encounter, come upon, find, equivalent. to in- in-2 + ven(ire) to come + -tus past participle suffix late Middle English invented (past participle) found, discovered (see -ed2) 1425-75 inevent'ieble, in*vent'asble, adj. 1. devise,
contrive. See discover. 2. imagine, conceive. 3. concoct. Collins Concise English Dictionary © HarperCollins Publishers:: invent /in'vent/ vb to create or devise (new ideas, machines, etc) to make up (falsehoods); fabricateEtymology: 15th Century: from Latin invenire to find, come upon, from in-2 + venire to comein'ventible, in'ventable adj Collins
Concise English Dictionary © HarperCollins Publishers:: invent /in'vent/ vb to create or devise (new ideas, machines, etc) to make up (falsehoods); fabricateEtymology: 15th Century: from Latin invenire to find, come upon, from in-2 + venire to comein'ventible, in'ventable adj verbVerb Forms present simple I / you / we / they invent he / she / it invents
past simple invented past participle invented -ing form inventing jump to other results invent something to produce or design something that has not existed beforeWho invented the steam engine?I wish mobile phones had never been invented!The term ‘sociology’ was invented by Auguste Comte. see also reinventExtra ExamplesHe practically
invented the modern stand-up comedy act.Louis Braille invented an alphabet to help blind people.Oxford Collocations Dictionaryadverbpracticallyvirtuallysingle-handedly...phrasesSee full entry invent something to say or describe something that is not true, especially in order to trick peopleWhat excuse did he invent this time?Many children invent an
imaginary friend.Extra ExamplesHe considered inventing some pretext for calling her.I did not have to invent any tales about my past.Topics Personal qualitiesbl Word Originlate 15th cent. (in the sense ‘find out, discover’): from Latin invent- ‘contrived, discovered’, from the verb invenire, from in- ‘into’ + venire ‘come’.See invent in the Oxford
Advanced American DictionarySee invent in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English Also found in: Thesaurus, Legal, Financial, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia. (in-vént)tr.v. in-vent-ed, in-vent-ing, in-vents 1. To produce or contrive (something previously unknown) by the use of ingenuity or imagination.2. To make up; fabricate: invent a
likely excuse.American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page
for free fun content. Link to this page: He had invented a machine for the cleaning of the hemp, which, considering the education and circumstances of the inventor, displayed quite as much mechanical genius as Whitney's cotton-gin.[1]Bell suddenly turned aside, because of his acoustical knowledge, and invented the telephone, while Gray kept
straight ahead.'Have you invented a plan for keeping the hair from being blown off?' Alice enquired.She might have invented a pretext for staying away; she might even invent a pretext now for going.It is indeed disreputable for those who are equal, or nearly so, to the enemy, to endeavour to take refuge within their walls--but since it very often
happens, that those who make the attack are too powerful for the bravery and courage of those few who oppose them to resist, if you would not suffer the calamities of war and the insolence of the enemy, it must be thought the part of a good soldier to seek for safety under the shelter and protection of walls more especially since so many missile
weapons and machines have been most ingeniously invented to besiege cities with.For although they were not good at inventing anything, they were very good at taking what others had invented and making it better.Not very long ago some one invented the assertion that there were only "Four Hundred" people in New York City who were really
worth noticing.Directly any higher order were invented, he would win it.If then these Selenites have existed their hundreds of thousands of years, and if their brain is of the same organization of the human brain, they have already invented all that we have invented, and even what we may invent in future ages.- "May it please your Majesty, I have
invented a rifle that discharges lightning."This would not have been possible had not some clever man invented the "wireless" and an equally clever child suggested the idea of reaching the mysterious Land of Oz by its means."It was called the Powder of Life," was the answer; "and it was invented by a crooked Sorcerer who lived in the mountains of
the North Country.
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