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Basic concepts

LinguiSystems Guide to Communication Milestones by Janet R. “After she ate breakfast.”Expand your words. For example, if you are working on hard/soft you might put a sock, teddybear, book, and cup into the bag. Mini Objects: If you have a variety of mini objects, you can easily use them to work on a variety of basic concepts. In paying attention to
these attributes the path towards the organization of the environment is laid. For example, colors, shapes, negation, emotions, temporal words, positional words, quantity... For example,Spatial: Print out a black and white picture coloring scene. You want to teach new basic concepts during familiar activities in order to reduce the cognitive load.For
example, you don't want to teach a new concept with a new toy they have never seen before. You can have the big horse.”Use books! Model basic concepts during shared book readings. Qualitative Concepts & Characteristics This category is broad and covers a wide variety of basic concepts.Sizes, textures, and colors are just a few examples of
concepts that fall under this category.Other targets include: hot/cold, fast/slow, wet/dry, same/different, hard/soft, full/empty. Jill has 7 big pieces of candy and 2 small pieces of candy. When describing what you see/hear to your child, instead of using a word they already understand (“big”), expose your child to new vocabulary by modeling a different
word (“gigantic,” “huge”).Use songs! Take the song ‘Itsy Bitsy Spider,” for example: “The itsy bitsy spider crawled up the water spout. These words will often (but not always) appear in opposites: hot/cold, first/last, up/down, more/less. Pop the ball popper or blow up the balloon and let it fly! Then, talk about WHERE the ball or balloon landed (on the
bookcase, next to the desk, behind the door, etc.). Take word problems in math for example:“Sarah has 4 big pieces of candy and 3 small pieces of candy. Basic concepts are presented to us every single day during most activities at home and in the classroom. Spatial Concepts Spatial concepts are those related to location: up, down, middle, over,
inside, between, under, etc.Check out this Spatial Concepts Task Box which comes with visuals and activities to teach and practice spatial concepts. The main concepts relate to the spatial and temporal dimensions of human reality. Asking ‘where’ questions elicits a response containing a spatial concept (under, on top) Example: Where is the cat?
Lanza and Lynn K. Help them follow instructions such as: stamp the blue BEFORE the pink. The term "basic concepts" is an umbrella term that encompasses a large variety of words. Basic concepts are therefore an important indicator of children’s readiness for formal school learning and of their future academic success. Basic Concepts are a way of
laying neural pathways that assist to develop awareness, understanding, and insight into learning - processes strongly associated with the coding of information into memory. Eventually, you can start to add in more basic concepts gradually increasing the level of difficulty. Encourage the child to go through the obstacle course by giving them
instructions that include basic concepts. Also, check out these hands-on products targeting Spatial and Temporal concepts. Another important consideration is the context in which you are teaching the new concept. The correct understanding and usage of basic concepts is essential for effective communicative exchanges in your child’s early years as
well as success in academia in your child’s later years. You might ask your child to do the following:“Before you play with your toys, I need you to help me do some things. In summary, basic concepts are the foundation of a child's communication and education. Be sure to read the THIS POST about HOW to teach basic concepts. Have your child
manipulate objects to address various spatial and prepositional concepts. Be strategic about the items you put in the bag. For example, if your child is playing with their stuffed animal, model words such as smooth or soft. Basic Concepts ultimately assist children to forge new connections, construct understanding and generate their own ideas.
Singing and reading with your child every single day is an excellent way to help them develop a knowledge of basic concepts. You can draw a meaningful graphic on a piece of paper or use a colorful, laminated visual from TPT. This activity is also great for working on the concepts: fast/slow and stop/go Stamps: Stamps can be used to work on
temporal, qualitative, AND spatial concepts. Place some pillows, blankets, chairs, etc. Modeling and exposing these concepts to your child at an early age will prepare them for success in academia and in everyday life!- Sydney Berg, MS, CCC-SLPAdditional Resources:Basic Concept Milestone Chart from Linguisystems What are basic concepts?
Incorporate these words into your everyday routines to provide your child with ample opportunities to practice and learn these fundamental vocabulary words. Basic concepts are often found in the form of opposites: hot/cold, wet/dry, fast/slow, etc. If you do, they will be trying to learn the new concept, new vocabulary related to the toy, and new play
routines all at once! Choose an activity that the child enjoys and is familiar with. Give your student stamps of different sizes to work on big/huge/little/small/etc. in a hallway or throughout your therapy room. “Under the table.” Asking ‘when’ questions elicits a response containing a temporal concept (after, later). Comments will be approved before
showing up. Comments will be approved before showing up. A child who learns the names of colours or the names of geometrical shapes, acquires tools by which he/she will be able to perceive stimuli in his/her surroundings in a more precise manner. Example: When did she brush her teeth? Let the child pull one object out at a time and sort into piles
based on the opposite pairs.The mystery component keeps children engaged in this activity! Books and Songs: Books and songs geared toward preschoolers are LOADED with basic concepts. Basic concepts are the foundation of expressive and receptive communication. Basic concepts are foundational words essential for understanding instructions,
solving problems, and effective communication. By "pair of concepts" I mean opposite pairs. Flahive Copyright © 2008 LinguiSystems, Inc How to teach basic concepts Now that you are familiar with what basic concepts are and why they are important. Acquiring basic concepts helps the child to learn to perform mental operations (such as matching,
comparing, classifying, inferring, perspective taking, seriation and conservation) which constitute the goals of cognitive development. “Put your doll behind the chair,” “Set the pig in front of the horse,” etc. Basic concepts refers to an area of language that is crucial for a child's success with communication, academics, and activities of daily living.
How many cats does Bill have?”To solve the above word problems, the child would have to understand qualitative concepts (big/small) and quantitative concepts (more, less).More Examples of Basic Concepts:Spatial Relationships/Prepositions - front, behind, top, bottom...Quantitative - more, less, few... Temporal - first, then, before, after...Emotional
States - happy, sad...Characteristics - old/new, hot/cold...Textures - smooth, rough...Negation - no, not...Colors - red, blue...Sizes - large, medium...Shapes - round, square...Ideas for Teaching Basic ConceptsModel, model, model! Narrate what you see and hear in the environment. Work on one concept (or one pair of concepts) with that activity. Ask
wh-questions. Basic concepts serve as the foundation for following directions, participating in classroom and at home routines, succeeding academically (particularly literacy and math), and participating in conversations. Modeling and exposing these concepts to your child at an early age will prepare them for success in academia and in everyday
life!- Sydney Berg, MS, CCC-SLPAdditional Resources:Basic Concept Milestone Chart from Linguisystems Basic Concepts refer to those words, terms and prepositions which assist us in the perception and description of the world.These concepts are usually learned as an integral part of the process of language acquisition within the framework of the
home, kindergarten and school. One box is FULL, one box is EMPTY. Sam’s friend, Bill, has 2 less cats than Sam. Obstacle Courses: This activity is great for working on spatial concepts and qualitative concepts related to movement. Talk about the objects' characteristics, put them in a dollhouse while working on spatial and temporal concepts, give
them a bath while working on wet/dry, and so much more!Shop mini objects HERE. are all considered to be basic concepts. (Louis Benjamin, 2010) Basic Concepts If you are not yet familiar with what basic concepts are and why they are important, be sure to check out THIS BLOG POST. Learning these concepts not only enriches the development of
language in children but also equips them with some of the necessary tools to develop their thinking processes. Place items from around the home in a box or bag. It is important to teach basic concepts to our children for many of the reasons mentioned above. FIRST stamp the blue THEN stamp the pink, etc.Qualitative: draw two squares on a piece of
paper to represent boxes. Activity Ideas: Mystery boxes: This activity is great for working on qualitative concepts. Wind up toys: These are great for working on movement concepts: fast/slow, stop/go. How many more pieces of big candy does Jill have than Sarah?”“Sam has 4 cats. Give your student instructions on WHERE to stamp (including spatial
terms of course)Temporal: give your students a blank piece of paper and a few stamps. Example spatial concepts: up the stairs, around the chair, under the blanket, over the pillow. Most basic concepts mentioned above are mastered by age 4 but some develop later such as: left/right, larger number concepts, comparative adjectives (loud, louder),
time concepts (yesterday, tomorrow). Why teach basic concepts? For example, it is hard to fully understand the meaning of "fast" without understanding the meaning of "slow". General tips for teaching basic concepts: I like to introduce one concept (or one pair of concepts) at a time and teach them systematically. Once they show an understanding of
the concept, you can switch to different, less familiar contexts. Both of these products include visuals and a variety of activities to teach and practice these concepts with your student(s). Out came the sun, and dried up all the rain, and the itsy bitsy spider went up the spout again.” Incorporating the hand gestures (up and down) while singing can
further help your child learn and comprehend these concepts.Basic concepts are the foundation of communicating and comprehension of language. Or, if your child finishes their cup of water, model phrases such as, “Your cup is empty!”Incorporate basic concepts through play. Knowledge of basic concepts is directly related to future academic
success. Have your student put a lot of stamps in one box and no stamps in the other. Teaching these concepts early supports academic success and daily life skills.Imagine you and your child are entering the house after returning from a trip to the grocery store. Both will help the child learn the new concept as long as the visual is meaningful to them
and you are using it consistently (don't change up the visual each time). Modeling and exposing these concepts to your child at an early age will prepare them for success in academia and in everyday life!- Sydney Berg, MS, CCC-SLPAdditional Resources:Basic Concept Milestone Chart from Linguisystems As with teaching most language skills, visuals
are your friend! The exact visual you are using doesn't matter as much as you being consistent. and teaching them in these pairs can facilitate a better understanding. After that, take the full trash bag outside.”To accurately complete the aforementioned task, the child must be able to understand the 8 basic concepts embedded into the
directions.What are basic concepts?Basic concepts are the words that are necessary for comprehension of incoming information and performance of daily tasks. Down came the rain, and washed the spider out. First, wash your hands. Ball poppers & Balloon pumps: These are great for working on spatial concepts. Temporal Concepts Temporal
concepts are those related to time: before, after, first, next, last, during, while, etc.Check out this Temporal Concepts Task Box which comes with visuals and activities to teach and practice temporal concepts. For qualitative concepts, you might ask, “Hand me the small horse. Give your student stamps with a variety of colors and patterns to target
these concepts. Then, grab the milk and put it on the bottom shelf in the refrigerator. Below you will find 3 groups of basic concepts that are often targeted in speech therapy.
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