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Most critics are puzzled by the final shock they experience at the end of Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery", its purpose and effect: they feel they are «only (left) shaken up» with «a sense of an unclosed gap» (Heilman, 1974: 385). In fact their major concern seems to be with the anthropological allusions to the rituals of the summer solstice. Seymour
Lainoff claims that «anthropology provides the chief symbol" so that the lottery is to be understood as a "modern representation of the primitive annual scapegoat rite" (1954). Brooks and Warren explain that the story reveals "the all-too-human tendency to seize upon a scapegoat" (1971: 74) which Virgil Scott voices as "the human tendency to
‘punish’ innocent and often accidentally chosen victims for our sins" (1968: 20). If these comments are to the point they nevertheless do not disclose how the remarkable reversal of expectations is anticipated. True Helen E. Nebeker throws light on the author’s «symbolic tour de force» (1974, 100-107), but then only partially. Indeed she focuses on
the underlying theme-the role of tradition in man’s life-but fails to consider the symbolism prevailing in the main theme-man’s recurrent need of a victim. Yet symbols are Jackson’s major device in her tightly-knit handling of both themes. By Dr Oliver Tearle (Loughborough University) ‘The Lottery’ is a famous 1948 short story of the American writer
Shirley Jackson. The story focuses on a village where an annual lottery is drawn, with the fate of the person who draws the ‘winning’ slip only revealed at the end of the story. Jackson'’s story is about a dark side to human behaviour which had become fully exposed during the horrors of the 1940s, especially in Europe. In “The Lottery’, Jackson uses
several key symbols to support and reinforce her story’s key ideas. But the meaning of these symbols, and the precise nature of the symbolism her story uses, require further examination to be fully understood. So let’s take a closer look at the most prominent symbols in this troubling but brilliant story. Summer. Summer is the setting for the story, the
events of which take place on the morning of 27 June one year, between ten o’clock in the morning and midday. But this summer setting is also laden with symbolism, because of the significance of crops in the story, and the link which the villagers perceive between their village lottery and the success (or failure) of their harvest that year. In this
connection, it is obviously significant that the man who conducts the lottery is named Mr Summers. It is as if this ‘jovial’ childless man is the embodiment or personification of the summer itself and the ritual the villagers observe to try to make the summer a favourable one for their crops. The Black Box. The old black box, which the villagers use every
year to draw the name of the unlucky ‘winner’ of the lottery, is also rich in symbolism. Black is the colour of death, of course, and the sombre colour of the box emphasises the seriousness with which the villagers approach their annual ritual, as well as emphasising the grisly fate of the unlucky ‘winner’ of the lottery at the end of the story. (Jackson
complicates this symbolism, though, by telling us that the so-called ‘black box’ was not entirely black, since it was so faded and stained.) But the black box has symbolism for the characters in the story, too. It symbolises the long-standing tradition of the lottery, which has been running for many years; this is why the villagers are reluctant to discard it,
despite its shabby appearance. Indeed, there is a story that the present box had been constructed from earlier boxes, providing a link between the present lottery and all the lotteries conducted in previous years. The black box is also a symbolic link with the origins of the village itself: it is rumoured that the first box (from which this one descends)
was created by the founders of the village, long ago. The Black Spot. Along with the black box which houses the slips of paper for the lottery, the black spot - made by Mr Summers with his pencil on one of the slips - is full of symbolism and significance. The idea of having a ‘black mark’ against your name is an old phrase, originally derived from the
practice of putting a black cross or other mark against the name of a person who has incurred some kind of punishment. Here, the black spot is somewhat ironic if we bear in mind the idea of a ‘black mark’. Tessie Hutchinson has not done anything to incur her punishment, and it cannot really be described as a ‘punishment’ as such. Instead, she is
merely the unlucky one who selects the ‘wrong’ slip of paper. The Lottery Itself. The annual lottery is itself rich in symbolism: it embodies the random chance at the heart of the villagers’ ritual, and thus makes what occurs seem even more callous and nonsensical. (The effect is also greatly enhanced by the rather light-hearted way most villagers
approach the lottery: Mr Summers is ‘jovial’, there is grinning as the slips are selected, and laughter is mentioned no fewer than seven times.) Of course, there’s an element of irony in Shirley Jackson’s use of the lottery as a device in her story. Lotteries are usually entered voluntarily by hopeful people who want to win something: money, or prizes. In
the community described in her story, the lottery is compulsory and the ‘winner’ is actually the loser. In this connection, we might draw a parallel with another ‘lottery’ short story produced just a few years before Jackson’s: the Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges’ “The Lottery in Babylon’ (1941), which describes a lottery that has been ‘played’ for
centuries in the mythical city of Babylon. Although this lottery initially began as a way of giving away prizes, it eventually developed so that fines would be given out as well as rewards, and participation in the lottery became compulsory. Like Borges, Jackson turns the positive associations of the lottery on their head and makes it a vehicle for blood
sacrifice. The Stones. Finally, we might reflect upon the symbolism of the stones in the story. Stoning is an ancient method of execution which has been around for thousands of years. It famously features in the Old Testament, and even continues to be practised in certain parts of the world. There are two things we can observe about this practice.
First, it is barbaric, with the victim being assailed continually by sharp stones which gradually injure them until they die from their injuries. Second, it is a punishment carried out by a collective, rather than, say, one axeman or one hangman. This is important for Jackson’s story, of course, because every villager joins in when it is time to advance on
Tessie Hutchinson and carry out the sacrifice. Subscribe to get the latest posts sent to your email. Shirley Jackson’s, “The Lottery,” is saturated with the use of symbolism. Symbolism is practiced to represent something else. It helps construct significance and feeling in a story by causing the reader to make connections between the piece of literature
and the real world. Sometimes it can be very difficult to find the fundamental connotation that the author is trying to get across. Symbols can be very unmistakable or cruelly conceptual which makes the audience stretch the horizon of their minds. Each icon that is identified in, “The Lottery,” can be interpreted as standing for several different things.
Correspondingly, there are at least three different categories of symbols used by Jackson in this story alone. Taking the lottery itself as an illustration, there is a minimum two distinctive viewpoints that can be represented by this one object. First, it could carry the notion of governmental corruption. Inside this story, the lottery is articulately
premeditated. There are guidelines and expectancies that must be obeyed at all cost, just like we uncover in the government currently. Each day, week, and year Americans are forced to complete, vote for, and undertake duties that go against their core beliefs for the sake of the government and its officials. Afraid to push against the status quo, more
and more laws and regulations are being formed that are, in turn, corrupting the nation. This is correlated to the theme of being forced into doing heinous things because higher authorities make it to where you are required to implement them. Immediately this could be taken into relation with the film, The Purge. Mass anarchy is spread over the
entire country because crime was made legal. Who said this was okay? Only the government executives but they were offered protection just like Mr. Summers and Mr. Graves were in the story. They had power within their community and did not have to partake; they were granted immunity! Not one person, despite their phony facade, would elect to
participate in the lottery under normal circumstances. However, because these people were involuntarily pushed into supporting this occasion, they formed a mental barrier that primed themselves into considering it acceptable and ordinary to exercise this manner of torment. The higher ups were looking out for their best interests, right? They had
been brainwashed! It became clear that one could break this barricade down by placing one in danger. When Mrs. Hutchinson was confronted with hazard, she immediately began to blame other people, and she renounced the lottery all together. Her husband’s response was for her to be silent. He continued to go through the motions because it was
what had to be done. The administration told him he had to, so he, without hesitance, did his part even when the going got rough. The next item that could be traced back to being symbolized by the lottery is community traditions. Individuals that inhabit this village become unseeing to the wicked ritual that is taking place right under their noses.
When the annual date of the lottery rolls around, the people numbly take part because of what is expected of them and what they are used to. No reaction, contemplation, emotion, etc. is exhibited by these people. They modestly pause their day-to-day lives to heed the lottery’s wrath. Do they not see the evil in their actions? How could one become
accustomed to such a horrible thing? One would reason that this would be customary to only this settlement; however, the lottery is happening in villages all around them. Some even take up for the ceremonious custom by testifying that nearby places, which have exonerated the incident, were imprudent to do so. Eventually, one man justifies the
event by stating, “There’s always been a lottery.” Just because something has always taken place makes it right? Why will someone not stand up for what they know is right? Over time is wrong made right? “Everyone is doing it, so we cannot be left out or seem different,” one can almost hear them whisper. It is what is familiar; it is what has come to
be anticipated. One is required to weigh the morals of the traditions that we follow whilst analyzing Jackson’s work. Linked to this notion is the theme of blindly following tradition. Did the people even know why they were taking part in the lottery? There was even a reference made by a character that led you to believe that they did not know where,
when, or why the lottery had begun. Still, no-one called this suspicious act into question! There is no motivation that the lottery should even be still in practice. They continue to have it because they have always had it. It seems that the lottery forms the foundations of this town. This becomes their justification for their actions. They do not want to be
in the wrong, so they do not question motives and blame it all on tradition. These two views of symbolism are both connected to the use of symbolism from an object in the story. Many more times, Jackson uses objects to connect themes and express feelings about her story’s contexts. Matters like this include things such as the black box. These
artifacts from the story are meticulously established to contribute to the themes of the story. They all are united to a section in the world that makes the reader form conclusions, questions, and associations. The black box epitomizes corrupt laws of the land and the misrepresented relationship the people have with them. The color brings a threatening
mood to the reader. Upon evaluation of the situation, one can build the realization that the town’s destiny lies in the box. The slips of paper that reveal the fate of someone resides in it. If the lottery is the government, then the box has to be the decrees. It is a rule of the lottery, and a tradition of it, that this box is used. Just how the government puts
regulations in place to meet their agendas, the box is used to carry out the agenda of the lottery. Without the box, a controlling, regulated sense would not be recognized. If the lottery is the traditions, then the box would denote the values of the people. It is mentioned within the story that the box was becoming withered. With each year that passes,
the box has more and more splinters. This is connected to the fact that people’s values were becoming “splintered” for the sake of the lottery. Every year that goes by, the people are allowing more perversion to enter into their lives. Not only can you use objects as symbols, but you can also effectively contribute to a piece by using characters as
similar tools. The characters of the Delacroix family, for example, denote the church. Their name, literally, means of the cross which brings thoughts of religion into the mix of Jackson’s writing. Appearing over and over again, this family is a friend to all, so it seems. They are kneaded together with the rest of the community, yet they follow the
traditions and customs made by the officials even when their friends are put at risk. “Are they true friends?” one might ask. This leads to the connection that the church can be imaged as a positivity occupied haven for the community but can become damaging due to external immorality. In this case, the corruption was disguised as a tradition. Ironic,
owed to the element that traditions are usually blameless undertakings that convey joyfulness to all who experience them. Possibly, you could find the representation of death in Mr. Graves. He is the leader of the extravagant event. He does not play a significant part in this story, but like true death, presides over people, lurking in the background
seeking whom he may devour. Within his town he has power as the postmaster, and he uses that power to give authority to Mr. Summers to conduct the lottery. This relates to the theme that society is pushing their sins onto one who bears all the consequences. Society purges their wrongdoings away from themselves and always looks for a fall-guy. In
the story, this ends up being Tessie Hutchinson. She ultimately meets her doom. Mr. Graves could be considered the provider of this bad outcome because without him, the proper authority would not be given. Without him, there would be no death! As hard as it might be to believe, there is actually one more type of symbol that can be identified;
numbers can be used to signify a deeper meaning. The stool that the black box of tragedy is placed upon has three legs. Since the box is a depiction of demise and gloom, the three legs could be each a portion from the Christian theory of the Divine Trinity. This concept holds true to being three in one. This can be understood as the crown of the stool
that bonds each leg together. Once more, Jackson uses her symbolism as a key to religion. One leg would be seen as the Father while the other two trailed as the Son and Holy Ghost. If a believer of God, one would know that the Trinity embraces all the supremacy of the earth. Everything rests in its hands. This can be reestablished as how the stool
holds up the vital component to the lottery, the black box. Additionally, luck is transported to attention when Old Man Warner voices his age. He has made it to the great age of seventy-seven. Most individuals comprehend that good fortune is coupled with the number seven. Throughout American civilization and tradition, seven is supplementary with
being the luckiest of all numbers. Due to this detail, one can frequently locate sevens pictured with four leaved clovers around St. Patrick’s Day. In the story, there is not only one seven declared but two. This instantly doubles the extent of blessing that Old Man Warner has. Plus, he enthusiastically confesses to having the luck of the draw. The odds
have been in his favor throughout the years. He has been able to grow to a ripe age without ever being effected by the lottery. This emphasizes what kind of luck this man possesses. He has been fortunate to not reap the penalties of such a ghastly occurrence. Keep in mind: This is only a sample. Get a custom paper now from our expert writers.
Optimistically speaking, one is now readily capable to pick out the different styles of symbols that can be unmasked during a story. Likewise, be vulnerable to various alternatives of what each thing could represent. As long as the verification in the text can back up opinions, no one should be anxious to voice what they sincerely sense is being
indicated. Jackson used objects, characters, and numbers to initiate internal reactions and shape a deeper gist for her story. Each one enhances meaningful weight to the themes exhibited in her labor, and she uses her symbols to unveil religious, governmental, and community issues present within society. No one distinguishes what might have been
the motivating trigger for Jackson to write this piece, but it is easy to perceive that she aspired to bring the tribulations that she suffered throughout her life to light and make them relevant to the eyes and hearts of her readers everywhere. Works Cited Clasen, M. (2019). Shirley Jackson's American Gothic. New York, NY: State University of New York
Press. Franklin, R. (2009). Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life. New York, NY: Liveright Publishing Corporation. Gibson, J. (Ed.). (2010). Shirley Jackson: Essays on the Literary Legacy. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company. Harris, T. (Ed.). (2019). A Companion to Shirley Jackson. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. Jackson, S. (1948). The Lottery.
The New Yorker, 26(27), 25-32. Kosenko, P. (2005). A Reading of Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery." College Literature, 32(3), 124-135. Levine, M. (1991). 'The Lottery': Symbolic Tour de Force. Studies in Short Fiction, 28(2), 223-230. Oppenheimer, J. (2016). Shirley Jackson: A Counter-History. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. Parker, R. (1992).
Shirley Jackson: Essays in Literature and Criticism. Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Group. West, R. (1993). Shirley Jackson: A Study of the Short Fiction. Boston, MA: Twayne Publishers. “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson is a story filled with symbolism. The basic premise of “The Lottery” is almost certainly symbolic, and nearly every element of
the story represents an idea the author wants to explore. It is the exploration of these symbols which makes this story so interesting. It is also what makes this story so challenging, because the author doesn’t give all the answers. This lack of simple answers forces the reader to find his or her own answers to the meaning of the story. This article will
examine The Lottery symbolism along with analysis. The Lottery Itself [caption id="" align="aligncenter” width="600"] The lottery itself is clearly symbolic and, at its most basic, that symbol is of the unquestioned rituals and traditions which drive our society. The author considers those things which make no inherent sense, yet are done because that
is how they have always been done. These traditions can be something as simple as cutting down a tree and putting it in your house for Christmas, but they can also be far more important and sinister traditions of racism and sexism. The Lottery Box The most symbolic item that appears in “The Lottery” is the lottery box. This box is a symbol for those
in the town because it is one of the only connections to the origin of the lottery. It has been used for as long as anyone can remember, but is not the original box. Instead they believe that some of the pieces from the original lottery box may have been used to create the new box, but that is not certain. This makes clear that any real connection to the
original meaning of lottery have disappeared. Still, the lost meanings of the tradition have in many ways made that tradition more powerful, because you can’t question a tradition once it has moved beyond reason to simply the way things are done. Stoning The method of execution at the end of the story is certainly not an arbitrary choice. Stoning is
one of the oldest and most common forms of execution, but it is also one of the most symbolic. It has strong connection to many people due to its prevalence throughout The Bible. Many of the first Christian martyrs were stoned to death and serve as a symbol for the innocent being executed. In addition, the story of Jesus stopping a stoning with the
words “He who is without sin cast the first stone” is one everyone knows at least indirectly. This phrase, while never said in this story, is hard to forget after reading it. One of the reasons that stoning was used in the past as well as the reason that it is important in this story is that there is no single executioner. This means that no single person has
passed judgment or has to carry the guilt for taking a life alone. This is the same reason that execution by firing squad has so many people shooting (often many with blanks). This is important for the story of “The Lottery" because it helps to make clear who the enemy in the story is. In order for stoning to be effective it requires a crowd to act
together. This reinforces the point that the antagonist of this story it is not a single person but society. [caption id="attachment 130642” align="aligncenter” width="274"] Shirley Jackson[/caption] The symbols of “The Lottery” become a bit clearer when you understand that the author was a woman in 1948 America. This made her someone who had
a lot of reason to find the longstanding traditions to be just as vile as those traditions in “The Lottery”. Whether this was segregation, the lack of free voting rights or any of the many other traditions which still exist primarily because they have always existed. These are traditions which are often difficult for those who are not hurt by them to see
clearly and that stories like “The Lottery” help to illuminate. In addition, a woman being the one chosen by the lottery is important. This is in some way the author putting herself symbolically into the place of the victim. Just as important, it shows the tradition has subverted the natural instinct that men have to protect women. It also made the victim
of the lottery someone who was hurt by tradition in the nonfictional world as well. “The Lottery” is filled with symbols. This story is in many ways a parable more than a traditional story. A society so mired in its traditions that it has lost the ability to even look at the reasons for those traditions, but instead follows them blindly even when they hurt its
citizens. Since this is a danger every society faces, “The Lottery” remains relevant in part because the symbols in the story are never fully explained. References The stones that the villagers use to kill the victim selected by the lottery are mentioned periodically throughout the story. This repetition develops the stones as a symbol of the violence that
humans are seemingly... read analysis of Stones The black box is the container from which the villagers draw the slips of paper for the lottery, and as part of this tradition, it has special meaning for the villagers. The box is worn... read analysis of The Black Box The slip of paper that denotes the annual victim of the lottery is marked only by a single
dark dot. This mark looks like a spot, a blemish on the blank page. Spots and blemishes... read analysis of The marked slip of paper Shirley Jackson uses symbolism in "The Lottery" to reveal deep truths about tradition and human nature. The black box stands for outdated customs, showing how people blindly follow practices without thinking. Stones
symbolize the community's acceptance of violence, turning everyday objects into tools of cruelty. The marked slip of paper highlights how fate can be random and unfair, leaving anyone vulnerable to terrible outcomes. Together, these symbols encourage you to question traditions and their consequences. It's exciting to explore how Jackson's writing
invites you to think about your own beliefs and the customs you see around you. Key Takeaways The black box symbolizes the decay of tradition, illustrating villagers' blind loyalty to outdated customs without questioning their significance. The marked slip of paper represents fate's randomness, highlighting the arbitrary nature of violence within
societal rituals. Stones serve as symbols of community complicity, showcasing how ordinary objects become instruments of brutality through collective acceptance. Jackson critiques conformity by demonstrating how unquestioned traditions can lead to horrific outcomes, normalizing violence within the community. The story encourages critical
reflection on personal beliefs about tradition, prompting readers to examine the ethical implications of societal customs. Overview of Symbolism In Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery," symbolism plays a crucial role in conveying the story's deeper meanings about tradition and human nature. One of the most important symbols is the black box. This box
represents the tradition of the lottery itself. Even though it's old and worn out, the villagers cling to it, showing their blind loyalty to outdated customs. They don't question why they continue this brutal ritual, even as the box decays. Another powerful symbol is the stones, which stand for violence and community complicity. The townspeople gather
these stones with a sense of normalcy, masking their brutal actions behind the ritual. The marked slip of paper also highlights the randomness of fate, emphasizing how violence can be arbitrary and unfair. Through these symbols, Jackson invites you to reflect on your own beliefs and the traditions you follow. She critiques the dangers of conformity
and encourages you to think about the moral implications of unexamined customs. The Black Box Explained Let's take a closer look at the black box in "The Lottery." This worn-out box shows how traditions can become old and dusty, just like the villagers' reluctance to change their ways. Even though it's falling apart, the villagers cling to it,
reminding us that sometimes, people hold on to customs that don't make sense anymore. Decay of Tradition The black box in Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" serves as a powerful symbol of the decay of tradition within the village. You can see how its shabby and worn condition reflects the villagers' blind loyalty to customs that no longer hold meaning.
Constructed from pieces of previous boxes, it represents the history of the lottery. This shows that traditions can become relics of the past, losing their significance over time. The villagers refuse to replace the black box, which highlights their resistance to change. They cling to familiar practices, even when they don't make sense anymore. The faded
appearance of the black box acts as a visual reminder of how society can stagnate. When people hold onto outdated traditions, it can lead to moral decay. Their emotional attachment to the black box reveals the absurdity of their ritual. They uphold a symbol of violence without questioning its relevance. This symbolizes how traditions can trap
individuals, making them forget the importance of change. In this way, the black box not only embodies the decay of tradition but also invites you to reflect on the importance of questioning the customs that shape our lives. Resistance to Change Many villagers cling to the black box as a symbol of their unwavering loyalty to tradition, despite its worn
and fragile state. This old box, made from pieces of previous boxes, shows just how deep their attachment runs. Even though it's falling apart, the villagers refuse to replace it. They believe this shabby box connects them to their past and justifies their yearly ritual. But this blind loyalty can be dangerous. By holding onto the black box and its
traditions, the villagers ignore the need for change. They don't stop to think about what they're doing. Instead, they participate in a brutal act without questioning why. The black box serves as a reminder of how easily people can get stuck in old ways. It highlights that sticking to outdated traditions without examining them can lead to terrible
outcomes. The villagers' refusal to change shows how tradition can sometimes trap people in a cycle of violence. In the end, the black box not only symbolizes their past but also their struggle to evolve. So, what happens when people cling too tightly to tradition? It might just be time to rethink those old customs! Significance of the Lottery The lottery
in Shirley Jackson's story is a powerful symbol of how people can blindly follow traditions, even when they lead to terrible outcomes. It shows us how rituals can make violence feel normal, which is pretty unsettling! Ritualistic Nature of Violence While tradition often binds communities, Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" reveals how such rituals can
cloak violence and moral indifference. The annual lottery shows how the villagers blindly follow customs without questioning them. They gather around the black box, which holds slips of paper for the lottery, symbolizing an outdated tradition that no one dares to challenge. As you read, notice how the act of stoning becomes a chilling highlight of the
ritualistic nature of violence. It's a brutal act, yet the villagers participate without hesitation. This communal involvement illustrates how society can hide darker impulses behind a mask of normalcy. When Tessie Hutchinson is chosen, the randomness of her fate reminds you that anyone can become a victim. The lottery changes from a simple event to
something shocking and horrific. You see how following traditions without thought can lead to terrible outcomes. This story teaches us about the dangers of conformity and how easily people can accept violence as part of their lives. So, as you reflect on "The Lottery," consider how rituals can sometimes disguise the true cost of tradition. Tradition vs.
Progress In Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery," the black box stands as a stark reminder of how tradition can hinder progress. This old, shabby box symbolizes the villagers' blind adherence to their customs. Even though it's falling apart, they refuse to contemplate a change. Why? They believe that sticking to their tradition is essential, just like Old Man
Warner says, "Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon." He thinks this ritual is necessary for a good harvest, even if it costs lives. As you read, notice how the marked slip of paper represents the randomness of the lottery. It shows how people are sacrificed for outdated practices without questioning their worth. The story challenges you to think about the
dangers of conformity. It asks if clinging to traditions is really worth it when they lead to violence and suffering. Additionally, the narrative serves as a cautionary tale about the importance of shared values and goals in fostering a more thoughtful and compassionate community. Stones as Symbols of Violence Stones emerge as powerful symbols of
violence in Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery," transforming from mere objects into instruments of brutal execution. At first glance, they seem like everyday items, just simple rocks. But once you see how the villagers use them, their true meaning becomes clear. The act of stoning shows the community's acceptance of violence as a normal part of their
lives. This collective behavior highlights how even ordinary people can take part in horrific acts when society says it's okay. The stones represent a dark side of humanity. As you read, you might feel the tension building, knowing that these simple objects become tools of savagery. The villagers don't just throw the stones; they participate in a ritual
that connects them to their history, even if it's a brutal one. This shows how traditions can sometimes lead to violence, and it forces you to think about how customs shape our actions. The Role of the Marked Slip In "The Lottery," the marked slip of paper plays a big role in showing how fate can pick anyone for something terrible. When someone
draws that slip, it brings feelings of stigma and isolation, making them feel like an outcast in their own community. This little piece of paper turns into a powerful symbol, reminding us how easily people can follow traditions without questioning them. Symbol of Fate The marked slip of paper in Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" serves as a chilling
symbol of fate, representing how randomness can govern life and death. Each villager enthusiastically draws from the black box, hoping for a blank slip. But only one marked slip, with a dark spot, seals a terrible fate. This randomness shows how violence can creep into everyday life, striking without warning. The marked slip also highlights how
society often scapegoats individuals. It doesn't matter who you're or what you've done; once you're marked, you become an object of community judgment. The excitement of the lottery quickly shifts to tension as everyone realizes the stakes. You can almost feel the weight of the moment when someone draws that slip. In this ritual, the marked slip
transforms a person into a symbol of fate, emphasizing how chance can dictate our lives. It's a reminder of how easily we can overlook individual identity when faced with communal expectations. The slip acts as a catalyst for the villagers' actions, showing how quickly a simple tradition can lead to tragic outcomes. It's a powerful exploration of fate,
community, and the darker sides of human nature. Stigma and Isolation Marked by a dark blemish, the slip of paper in "The Lottery" encapsulates the stigma and isolation faced by its unfortunate bearer. When someone draws the marked slip, everything changes. This slip doesn't just mean bad luck; it represents a cruel twist of fate. Here's how it
plays a crucial role: Stigma of Sacrifice: The marked slip shows how society blames one person for the group's troubles, creating a heavy burden. Isolation from Community: The chosen individual becomes an outcast, targeted for violence while everyone else watches. Scapegoating: This slip symbolizes how communities can unfairly punish the
innocent, ignoring their humanity. Randomness of Violence: The violence isn't personal; it's a ritual, highlighting how people can accept cruelty without questioning it. Tessie Hutchinson, the marked one, faces profound isolation and stigma. As her fate unfolds, she becomes a symbol of the tragic consequences of blind tradition. In this way, the
marked slip not only highlights the darkness within the community but also serves as a reminder of the painful isolation that can come from being singled out. Seasonal Symbolism in the Story Shirley Jackson skillfully employs seasonal symbolism in "The Lottery," with the story unfolding on June 27, a date that heralds the height of summer. Summer
is often a time of growth, warmth, and joy. The villagers gather under the bright sun, creating an atmosphere that feels festive and inviting. You might expect a celebration, but things take a dark turn. Mr. Summers, who oversees the lottery, embodies the spirit of this season. However, he stands next to the black box, a symbol of death and violence.
This contrast between the sunny setting and the grim lottery highlights the story's shocking outcome. The villagers, excited and enthusiastic, believe the lottery will help their crops thrive, linking their tradition to the season's promise of fertility. Yet, this connection reveals a deeper issue. The cheerful imagery of summer masks the horror of the
stoning that follows. Jackson uses this seasonal symbolism to show how the villagers cling to unexamined traditions, even when they lead to terrible consequences. Irony in Ritual Practices Amid the festive atmosphere of the lottery, an unsettling irony unfolds, as what begins as a celebration quickly devolves into a brutal act of violence. You might
expect joyous cheers, but instead, the villagers engage in a shocking ritual. Shirley Jackson cleverly shows us how traditions can mask dreadful realities. Here are some key points to reflect upon: The lottery, seen as a positive event, ends in a horrifying stoning, flipping our expectations upside down. Old Man Warner believes the lottery keeps
civilization intact, yet it highlights the savage practices hidden beneath societal norms. As the villagers smile and laugh, the grim outcome reveals the dark irony of their cheerful facade. Even children take part in the stoning, showing how innocence can be twisted by the group's violent customs. The black box, used to hold the marked slips of paper,
symbolizes the randomness of fate, turning what seems like a game into a chilling execution. This juxtaposition of celebration and horror truly emphasizes the irony in the lottery, reminding us that not all traditions are as innocent as they appear. Themes of Tradition and Change In many communities, traditions are often followed without question,
even when they lead to dire consequences. In Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery," you see how the villagers cling to a ritual that brings harm, all because it's been done for so long. The black box used in the lottery symbolizes this outdated tradition. It's old, worn, and represents how people hold onto customs even when they no longer make sense. Old
Man Warner, a character in the story, believes that these traditions are crucial for the community's survival. He's resistant to change, thinking that without this ritual, society would crumble. But Tessie Hutchinson's tragic end shows just how dangerous this blind adherence can be. Her fate serves as a powerful reminder of the consequences of
following harmful traditions without questioning them. Jackson's story encourages you to think about the importance of change and the need to challenge inherited customs. By examining the traditions in "The Lottery," you learn that it's important to evaluate whether they're truly beneficial or just a way to perpetuate violence. Embracing change can
lead to a better understanding of what truly matters in a community! Community Complicity in Violence The villagers' collective participation in the stoning of Tessie Hutchinson starkly illustrates their complicity in violence, highlighting how tradition can overshadow morality. They follow the ritual blindly, without asking if it's right. This shows how
dangerous it can be to stick to old ways. Here are some key points to reflect on: The black box symbolizes the community's adherence to outdated traditions, reminding everyone of their shared guilt. Stones serve as weapons, representing the primal and brutal nature of human actions, which are normalized in this society. Children gather stones with
adults, showing how violence can be taught and accepted from a young age. Lack of remorse during the stoning reveals a desensitization to violence, demonstrating how community dynamics can support such horrific acts. As you read, think about how this community complicity in violence affects everyone involved. It's a powerful reminder of how
easily people can accept traditions that harm others. Understanding this helps you see the importance of questioning our own traditions and values. What do you think about the choices the villagers made? Impact of Symbolism on Readers Shirley Jackson's masterful use of symbolism in "The Lottery" profoundly impacts readers, compelling them to
confront unsettling truths about tradition and violence. The black box, worn and tattered, symbolizes the decay of tradition. When you see it, it might make you feel uneasy. This feeling encourages you to think about the dangers of sticking to outdated customs without questioning them. Then there are the slips of paper. One marked slip represents
fate and the community's choice to scapegoat individuals. This part deepens your emotional response, showing how violence can be random and arbitrary. It's chilling to realize how easily people can turn on each other. Jackson's vivid imagery, especially with stones, forces you to face the harsh reality of communal violence. You might feel horror and
repulsion while reading. The symbolism in "The Lottery" doesn't just tell a story; it invites you to think critically about our own societal practices. It leaves you with a lingering sense of unease about conformity and tradition. Frequently Asked Questions What Are the Symbols Used in the Lottery by Shirley Jackson? In "The Lottery," Shirley Jackson
uses several symbols that really stand out. The black box represents old traditions, showing how people stick to outdated customs. Stones symbolize the violence of the community, reminding us of the harshness of their actions. The marked slip of paper highlights how random fate can be. Mr. Summers, who runs the lottery, contrasts the idea of
summer's growth with dark outcomes. Each symbol adds depth to this chilling story! Which of the Following Is an Example of Symbolism in the Lottery? Imagine a dark cloud hovering over a cheerful village. In "The Lottery," symbols reveal deeper meanings. One example is the black box, worn and shabby, showcasing how the villagers cling to
outdated traditions. It's like a faded photograph that no one wants to replace! Another symbol is the slips of paper, representing chance in a game where fate decides who faces the harsh consequences. These symbols help you understand the villagers' strange customs and beliefs. What Does Tessie Symbolize in the Lottery? In "The Lottery," Tessie
Hutchinson symbolizes the harsh consequences of following traditions without questioning them. At first, she seems relaxed, but when she becomes the victim, her fear shows how unfair the system can be. Tessie's plea for fairness highlights the struggle between what's right for individuals and what society expects. Her experience reminds us to
think critically about our customs, so we don't fall into the trap of blind conformity. What Does Martin Symbolize in the Lottery? In "The Lottery," Martin represents how people can blindly follow traditions without questioning them. You see, he helps with the lottery, showcasing how society can normalize violence when everyone participates. His
character reminds you that even the younger generation can get caught up in harmful customs. Conclusion Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" is full of symbols that make you think. Did you know that in some cultures, about 70% of people still follow traditions without questioning them? That shows how powerful tradition can be! The black box, the
stones, and the marked slip all remind us of how easily communities can accept violence. By exploring these symbols, you get to see the deeper meaning behind the story. Isn't it exciting to discover that? The Lottery was written by Shirley Jackson in 1948 and contains many notable themes. It has an exciting plot that, simultaneously, can cause a
contradictable sense of averse for the events that take place. It might be rational to suggest that The Lottery is significant and relevant to discuss. The reflections below will explore the depth of the story’s symbolism, as well as address the question of whether it may be considered actual nowadays. The Lottery might be perceived as a short story that
contains a considerable number of symbols. The primary prerequisite of this story seems to be a symbol almost for sure, and many of The Lottery’s elements represent a concept that Jackson aims to examine. The intersection and interdependence of the mentioned symbols make the plot so exciting and significant (Jackson, 1948). On the other hand,
Jackson also complicates The Lottery by the fact that she does not provide precise answers to the readers’ questions that are likely to take place. The lack of these answers makes the audience rethink plenty of aspects and issues from the story many times. We will write a custom essay on your topic tailored to your instructions! As mentioned above,
the essence of the lottery itself might be a clear symbol - it embodies several unarguable rituals and customs that are of society’s character. Jackson explores these aspects that, at first approximation, have no hidden sense and are being done because they have become a habit. The customs might be simple and plain but, meanwhile, may be filled with
racism or sexism. The most demonstrative element that occurs in the plot is the lottery box. It is a kind of symbol for those living in the city because it is the only physical connection to the lottery’s origins. It should be stated that this box has been used so as the other ones - it is not an original. However, the residents assume that several parts of the
latter were utilized for creating a new box (Jackson, 1948). Here, it seems apparent that any rational link with the original sense of this lottery is lost. Nevertheless, the loss has strengthened the custom as the absence of a reasonable understanding of a phenomenon establishes a solid connection with it, if repeated regularly - symbolism comes
instead of rationality. The approach to the execution by The Lottery’s end should not be understood as randomness as well. Stoning is among the most ancient and types of executions. There is not a single executioner - there are many of them; this is the reason why stoning was so popular in the past and why it is essential for The Lottery. It implies
that not a single human takes responsibility for the execution. For the story and its core idea, this is vital as it indicates the enemy. The described approach cannot be efficient without the appropriate cooperation of the crowd. It supports the claim that The Lottery’s antagonist is not a man or woman but society as a whole. Furthermore, it might be
suggested that the story’s symbolism starts being more understandable, keeping in mind the fact that it was written in the US in 1948. This perception allows realizing plenty of motives why Jackson aspired to depict long-standing customs in such a manner - she shows their vile and inappropriacy (Jackson, 1948). The author might emphasize
segregation, unfair voting, and other malapropos traditions that have not been eliminated yet - mostly due to the fact of their solid rooting with the flow of time. Often, these customs are hard to identify precisely, and such works as Jackson’s one contribute to shedding light on them. Get your 100% customized paper done in as little as 1 hour What is
more, the woman who fell for the lottery is also important. It might be assumed that this is also a symbol of those being oppressed and offended by men. The victim might embody the idea that women are being treated as weak and unprotected. This aspect clearly shows that The Lottery has a visible connection with the reality of the 21st century, in
which this problem is still relevant and acute. Hence, the story’s symbolism cannot be considered outdated as it addresses several issues nowadays. Finally, it seems that The Lottery is more likely to be a parable than a typical story. Societies have become mired in their traditions to such a significant extent so that they do not possess the ability to
determine the reasons for these traditions anymore. People follow their customs blindly, even in case it does not stay in line with morality and ethics. Given the fact that this should be considered as a peril for civilized societies, The Lottery, again, remains pertinent today as it makes the readers search and realize the answers on their own because
Jackson gives no direct ones. To conclude, despite The Lottery being a short story, it contains plenty of issues to consider. The above reflections showed that there is a great extent of symbolic depth. Moreover, it is proved that the story is relevant as the core ideas reveal the flaws of society that have not been eliminated yet. Once the readers get
acquainted with The Lottery, they get a wide range of aspects to think about. Reference Jackson, S. (1948). The Lottery [PDF document]. Web. “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson first published in 1948 takes place in a small, seemingly idyllic town in rural America, where the townspeople gather every year to participate in a ritual lottery.“The Lottery”
by Shirley Jackson first published in 1948 takes place in a small, seemingly idyllic town in rural America, where the townspeople gather every year to participate in a ritual lottery. The lottery, which involves randomly selecting a winner from the townspeople, takes a dark and disturbing turn, revealing the hidden cruelty and brutality that lies beneath
the surface of the seemingly peaceful community. The story has become a classic of American literature and is often studied for its exploration of themes such as tradition, ritual, and the dark side of human nature.The story opens on a beautiful summer morning in a small town where the residents are gathering in the town square for the annual
lottery.Mr. Summers and Mr. Graves, the town leaders, arrive with the black box that contains slips of paper for each household in the town.The townspeople draw papers from the box, with the head of each household going first, and the person who selects the slip of paper with a black dot on it is declared the “winner” of the lottery.Tessie
Hutchinson, a housewife, is declared the winner of the lottery and protests that the process was not fair.The other townspeople ignore Tessie’s protests and start gathering stones, which are used in the second half of the ritual.As Tessie is surrounded by the angry townspeople and pelted with stones, the reader is made to understand that this is a
long-standing and accepted part of the community’s culture.The stoning continues until Tessie is dead.The villagers return to their daily routines as if nothing has happened, indicating that the event has become normalized in their society.Some of the younger townspeople seem uneasy with the violence, but they do not speak out.The story ends with
the chilling description of the pile of stones left at the scene of the murder, as well as the shocking realization that this is a community-wide event that has been happening for generations.Allusion: The names of some of the characters in the story have symbolic significance, such as Mr. Summers and Mr. Graves, which allude to the nature of the event
they oversee.Hyperbole: Jackson uses hyperbole to emphasize the villagers’ excitement about the lottery, describing it as “the one day of the year that was desirable.”Imagery: Jackson uses vivid imagery to describe the setting, creating a contrast between the idyllic summer day and the brutal violence of the lottery.Irony: The story is full of irony,
such as the fact that the villagers who are supposed to care for each other end up stoning one of their own.Metaphor: The black box used in the lottery is a metaphor for the town’s history and tradition, as well as the darkness that lies beneath the surface.Personification: The black box is personified as a character with its own history and significance,
as well as the power to choose the “winner” of the lottery.Point of View: The story is told from a third-person point of view, which allows the reader to see the events from the perspective of multiple characters.Satire: Jackson uses satire to criticize the blind acceptance of tradition and the cruelty of mob mentality.Simile: Jackson uses similes to create
vivid descriptions, such as comparing the black box to a “joke.”Social commentary: The story is a commentary on the dangers of blind acceptance of tradition and the power of mob mentality.Symbolism: The black box represents the history and tradition of the lottery, as well as the community’s willingness to sacrifice one of its own.Tone: The story
has a dark and ominous tone, which creates a sense of foreboding and tension.Verbal irony: Jackson uses verbal irony to create a sense of tension and unease, such as when the villagers cheer for the winner of the lottery.Situational irony: The outcome of the story is a clear example of situational irony, as the person who wins the lottery is also the
victim of the stoning.Dramatic irony: The reader knows more than the characters in the story, which creates dramatic irony, such as when Tessie protests that the lottery was not fair, even though the reader knows that she will be the victim.Tessie Hutchinson: The central character, Tessie is initially portrayed as a concerned wife and mother, arguing
with her husband about a missing household item (“Wouldn’t these stones hurt all over?”). However, as the story progresses, her character gains depth through her growing unease and eventual defiance (“It isn’t fair, it isn’t right”).Mr. Hutchinson: Tessie’s husband, Bill, serves as a foil to her. He blindly follows tradition, even when it turns against
his family (“All right, Tessie. That’s enough of that”). This highlights the conflict between blind tradition and individual survival.Old Man Warner: The oldest villager, Warner represents the unwavering adherence to tradition. He defends the lottery’s importance (“Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon”) despite its brutality.Mr. Summers: The lottery
official, Summers, embodies a disturbing normalcy. He treats the event as a routine task, using a cheerful tone (“Good morning, everyone!”) to mask the ceremony’s sinister nature.Dialogue: Dialogue reveals characters’ personalities and motivations. Tessie’s arguments expose her growing fear, while Bill’s acceptance highlights the danger of
unquestioning tradition.Actions: Characters’ actions speak volumes. Old Man Warner’s insistence on following the rules, despite the potential for his family to be chosen, showcases the tradition’s grip on the community.Indirect Characterization: Descriptions of characters and their surroundings paint a picture of their roles and the story’s
atmosphere. The seemingly idyllic setting (“The morning of June 27th was clear and warm”) contrasts sharply with the dark lottery ritual.The characterization in “The Lottery” creates a sense of unease and foreshadows the horrifying climax. The villagers’ casual acceptance of the lottery (“Mr. Summers.. used the same stone year after year”) makes
the ritual even more disturbing.By focusing on the characters’ blind adherence to tradition and Tessie’s desperate rebellion, Jackson critiques the dangers of unquestioning authority and the potential for barbarity hidden within seemingly normal traditions.1. The Power of Tradition:Description: The story emphasizes the deeply ingrained tradition of
the lottery. Phrases like “Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon” (Old Man Warner) highlight its connection to the harvest and a perceived necessity for good fortune.Impact: The villagers blindly follow the ritual, even Mr. Summers uses the “same stone year after year” despite its horrifying outcome. This unwavering adherence to tradition, regardless of
its purpose, becomes a central theme.2. Danger of Blind Conformity:Description: The villagers act as a unified group, unquestioningly participating in the lottery. Even children like Dave Hutchinson are expected to participate, highlighting the pressure to conform.Impact: Tessie’s eventual rebellion (“It isn’t fair, it isn’t right”) stands out against the
conformity. Her fate emphasizes the danger of blindly following tradition without questioning its consequences.3. Juxtaposition of Peace and Violence:Description: The story establishes a peaceful setting (“The morning of June 27th was clear and warm”) with children playing and families gathering. This normalcy is shattered by the violent act of the
lottery.Impact: The contrast between the idyllic setting and the brutal ritual creates a sense of unease and exposes the potential for violence lurking beneath the surface of seemingly normal traditions.4. The Randomness of Persecution:Description: The lottery chooses its victim at random, with each villager having an equal chance of being selected
(“each head of a household reached forward...).Impact: This randomness heightens the fear factor. No one is safe, showcasing the senselessness and cruelty of the tradition. The lottery doesn’t punish wrongdoing, it simply chooses a scapegoat.Deceptive Simplicity and Understated Horror: Jackson uses plain language and a straightforward narrative
style to lull the reader into a false sense of security, making the shocking conclusion all the more unsettling.Foreshadowing and Symbolism: She employs foreshadowing and symbolism to hint at the story’s darker themes. Examples include the black box and the ominous gathering of stones.Vivid Imagery and Sensory Detail: Her use of vivid imagery
and sensory detail, particularly in the description of the stoning, creates a visceral and disturbing effect on the reader.Effective Theme Conveyance: Overall, Jackson’s writing style in “The Lottery” effectively conveys the story’s themes of blind conformity, the dangers of tradition, and the potential for violence lurking beneath the surface of normalcy.
It leaves a lasting impression on the reader.Literary TheoryInterpretationReferences from the StoryHistorical/Sociological CriticismAnalyzes the story in the context of its historical and social setting.* The story’s publication in 1948, a post-war era with anxieties about conformity and mob mentality, contributes to the interpretation of the lottery as a
critique of blind adherence to tradition and mob violence.* The seemingly idyllic small-town setting might reflect a nostalgia for a simpler time, but the lottery exposes the darkness beneath the surface.Psychological CriticismExplores the characters’ motivations and the psychological impact of the events.* Tessie’s growing anxiety and eventual
rebellion (“It isn’t fair, it isn’t right”) can be seen as a fight for survival and a challenge to the established power structure.* The villagers’ unquestioning participation in the lottery could be interpreted as a coping mechanism for fear and a need for belonging within the community.SymbolismAnalyzes the symbolic meaning of objects, characters, and
events.* The black box represents the darkness and brutality hidden within tradition.* The lottery itself symbolizes a scapegoating ritual, sacrificing one for the perceived benefit of the many.* The gathering of stones foreshadows the violence to come.AllegoryInterprets the story as a representation of a broader concept or issue.* The lottery can be
seen as an allegory for scapegoating, persecution, or blind adherence to authority.* The story might also be interpreted as a warning about the dangers of mob mentality and the potential for violence lurking beneath seemingly harmless traditions.Topic: The Power of TraditionQuestion: How does Shirley Jackson portray the power of tradition in “The
Lottery”?Thesis Statement: In “The Lottery,” Shirley Jackson utilizes the unwavering adherence to the annual ritual to highlight the dangers of blindly following tradition, even when it leads to violence and injustice.Topic: Blind Conformity and IndividualityQuestion: To what extent does “The Lottery” explore the conflict between blind conformity and
individual survival?Thesis Statement: Jackson’s “The Lottery” exposes the dangers of blind conformity through the villagers’ unquestioning participation in the lottery, contrasting it with Tessie’s desperate rebellion, which ultimately highlights the importance of individuality in the face of oppressive traditions.Topic: Symbolism and
ForeshadowingQuestion: How does Shirley Jackson utilize symbolism and foreshadowing to create suspense and hint at the dark themes in “The Lottery”?Thesis Statement: In “The Lottery,” Jackson employs powerful symbols like the black box and the gathering of stones, alongside subtle foreshadowing, to create a sense of unease and gradually
reveal the story’s horrifying climax.Topic: The Dangers of a Utopian FacadeQuestion: How does Jackson challenge the idyllic small-town setting in “The Lottery” to expose a darker reality?Thesis Statement: Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” dismantles the idyllic facade of a seemingly peaceful town by unveiling the brutal lottery ritual, highlighting the
potential for violence and barbarity lurking beneath the surface of normalcy.What is the purpose of the black box in “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson?The black box in “The Lottery” is a symbol of tradition and the power it holds over the people in the community. The box has been used for generations to hold the slips of paper that determine who will
be the annual sacrifice, and the people in the community are afraid to change it. They even refer to the box as “the tradition,” and it serves as a physical manifestation of the hold that tradition has over their lives.How does Shirley Jackson use foreshadowing in “The Lottery”?Shirley Jackson uses foreshadowing in “The Lottery” to create a sense of
unease and anticipation in the reader. She drops hints throughout the story that the lottery is not going to have a happy ending, such as the ominous description of the villagers gathering and the reference to the “bad” lottery in nearby towns. By doing so, Jackson builds tension and a sense of dread that culminates in the shocking and violent
conclusion.What does “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson say about human nature?“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson suggests that humans have a tendency to blindly follow tradition and groupthink, even when it goes against their morals and values. The people in the community are willing to sacrifice one of their own every year because that’s what
they’ve always done, and they’re afraid to break from tradition. Jackson’s story shows how easily people can be swayed by group dynamics and the power of tradition, even when it leads to violence and harm.How does “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson critique society?“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson is a critique of society’s tendency to blindly follow
tradition and the harm it can cause. Jackson’s story shows how easily people can be controlled by tradition and the pressure to conform, even when it goes against their own morals and values. By depicting the violent and ritualized sacrifice of a community member, Jackson exposes the darker side of societal norms and traditions and the danger of
blindly accepting them.Works with Similar Themes:“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” by Ursula K. Le Guin: Explores the concept of a utopian society built upon the suffering of one individual.“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut Jr.: Satirizes the dangers of enforced equality and conformity in a dystopian future.”A Good Man Is Hard To Find”
by Flannery O’Connor: Explores themes of violence, morality, and the grotesque in the American South.Works with Similar Atmosphere:“The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman: Uses a first-person narrative to create a sense of psychological horror and societal expectations.“We Have Always Lived in the Castle” by Shirley Jackson:
Explores the isolation and unsettling family dynamics within a seemingly normal setting.The Veldt by Ray Bradbury: Creates a chilling atmosphere with a focus on technology, childhood desires, and the darkness within seemingly perfect families.Westlake, Sarah. “Shirley Jackson’s ‘The Lottery’: An Allegory of Our Times?”. Studies in Short Fiction,
vol. 21, no. 3, 1984, pp. 363-369. JSTOR: [invalid URL removed]Melville, Dana. “Shirley Jackson’s ‘The Lottery’: The Logic of Sacrifice.” The Kenyon Review, n.s., vol. 9, no. 4, 1997, pp. 127-141. JSTOR: [invalid URL removed]Burlingame, Sandra K. Shirley Jackson: A Literary Life. Viking, 1997.Franklin, H. Bruce. The Lottery: A Social History of
Gambling in America. Knopf, 1999.SparkNotes. “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson. SparkNotes:Shmoop Editorial Team. “The Lottery by Shirley Jackson: Themes.” Shmoop University. Shmoop: ([This is a free resource])



