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On this page find information on when a title is NOT required or when a title is optional. Titles Not Required 1962 or older year model vehicles Agricultural, horticultural or livestock raising equipment or vehicles not required to be registered Airplanes or aircraft All terrain and off-road vehicles Boat trailers Boats or watercraft Buses owned and
operated by an urban transit system Cable cars and Trolleys Cranes Driver education vehicles used in public or private schools Fifth wheels Homemade car/tow dollies Homemade trailers Invalid tricycles Mopeds Nonresidents vehicles (vehicles owned by people that do not have a Georgia address) Pole trailers Self-propelled wheelchairs Tow dollies
(car) weighing 2,000 pounds or less Trailers weighing 2,000 pounds or less Vehicles not manufactured for highway use Titles Optional You can title a 1963-1985 year model vehicle if: You have a title issued in your name; The owner on the front of the title has assigned the title to you; The owner on the front of the title has assigned the title to a dealer
and the dealer has assigned the title to you. You cannot title a 1963-1985 year model vehicle if: The vehicle has been registered in someone elses name(s) other than the owner(s) shown on the face of the Georgia title. License Plates are applied for at your County Tag Office. The following information is required: Visit your County Tag Office Chain of
Ownership, one of the following: Original valid registration certificate, issued in your name or properly assigned to you Original signed Bill of Sale showing the chain of ownership from the registered owner, up through you, the current owner. Properly completed Form T-22B Certifications of Inspection Proof of Insurance Emissions inspections, if
applicable. Proof of residency, which may include: Lease, deed, or closing statement for new residence Final utility bill from your previous residence Moving bill, shippers bill or truck rental agreement Final paycheck stub or a signed letterhead statement from your former employer Related Links I recently bought a car from a private citizen, but the
seller said he had lost the title. So, I have a bill of sale, but no title. What can I do to obtain a tag and title? Consumer Ed says: In Georgia, titles are required for all 1986 and newer year model vehicles. If a vehicle that falls into this category does not have a title, you wont be able to register the car, which would leave you stuck with a vehicle you cant
legally drive. You have several options that would allow you to register your vehicle. You can contact the seller to ask for a replacement title. The seller can apply for a replacement title at the County Tag Office. This requires a completed Form MV-1 DOR Motor Vehicle Title/Tag Application, an $8 fee, and a few further requirements. Once the seller
receives the duplicate title, it can be signed over to you to transfer ownership and you can then register the car. For more information regarding replacement titles, visit dor.georgia.gov/replace-lost-or-stolen-title. Another option is for you to apply for a bonded title, which is a title based on a surety bond. Please note that there is a charge for the
surety bond based on the value of the vehicle. You can apply for a bonded title at the County Tag Office. This requires an $18 fee, a completed Form MV-1 DOR Motor Vehicle Title/Tag Application, a completed Form MV-46 Motor Vehicle Certificate of Title Bond, a Form MV-46A Affidavit Supporting Certificate of Title Bond Application and a few other
completed forms. For more information about bonded titles, visit dor.georgia.gov/bonded-vehicle-title. For vehicles manufactured before 1986, you do not need a certificate of title, but you must provide a Bill of Sale completed by the seller in order to transfer ownership and register the car in your name. You will need to bring the Bill of Sale, along
with a Form T-22B Certification of Inspection completed by law enforcement, to your local County Tag Office. Visit dor.georgia.gov/motor-vehicle-titles-and-registration for more information and Tag office locations. Submit your ownquestionto Consumer Ed. Rememberwe do not give legal advice. Always consult a lawyer about legal issues. Obtaining a
vehicle registration in Georgia is a procedure that can be completed through the Department of Revenue (DOR). In order to obtain a DMV registration, car owners will be required to submit the necessary paperwork and pay for the applicable fees through a nearby county tag office. Motorists will also have to apply for a new car title during the same
office visit, provided their motor vehicle is not exempted from the states titling laws.To complete the process of registering a car in GA, applicants will be required to follow several steps, which may vary to a certain degree depending on factors such as their residency status and the type of vehicle they own. Consequently, the applicable requirements
may also slightly vary. Note that certain vehicles are exempted from the car registration and/or title requirements. Learn more about the registration procedure by reading the following sections.Georgia Car Registration RequirementsIn order to successfully obtain a Georgia car registration, vehicle owners will be required to meet the full set of
applicable requirements. While the state car registration requirements may vary depending on certain factors, the following list outlines the most common prerequisites:You have a valid Georgia drivers license or a photo ID card.You have obtained the mandatory insurance coverage.You have the corresponding vehicle ownership document, such as its
original title or a manufacturers certificate of origin.You have submitted your vehicle to an emissions inspection, if required to do so.State law requires you to apply for a new car registration within seven days of obtaining a used motor vehicle, and within 30 days of purchasing a new vehicle from a dealership. If you are a new resident applying for a
first GA auto registration, you will be required to submit your request within 30 days of establishing state residency.Car Insurance Requirements for Registering a Car in GeorgiaGeorgia vehicle registration applicants must ensure that they have obtained the mandatory liability insurance coverage before submitting their request with the state DOR.
After obtaining the minimum policy amounts prescribed by law, the insurance company will file proof of insurance directly to the state DOR. In the event the insurer does not complete this requirement, applicants for a new vehicle registration can submit the insurance binder or an insurance card when submitting their applications.Vehicle owners
must maintain a continuous insurance coverage for the duration of their GA car registration. Failure to do so will lead to certain consequences, such as monetary fines and the suspension of the owners driving license and/or car registration. Also, proof of insurance must be carried in the motor vehicle at all times.Vehicle Inspection/Smog
Inspection/VIN Inspection Requirements in GeorgiaWhen applying for a vehicle registration in Georgia, you may be required to submit your vehicle to certain inspection procedures, depending on your circumstances. For example, before issuing a DOR registration in certain counties, the department may require you to submit your vehicle to an
emissions test.On the other hand, it is important to note that your motor vehicle will be exempted from the emissions testing prerequisite if it is within its first three model years or older than 24 model years. Vehicles weighing more than 8,500 will also be exempted from the emissions examination requirements. Auto registration applicants will obtain
the vehicle emission inspection report (VIR) once they deliver their motor vehicle to an authorized inspection station.Registering a Vehicle in GeorgiaTo complete the process of registering a vehicle in Georgia, car owners will be required to submit the applicable paperwork and pay the licensing fees through their county tag office. Note that both
existing residents and new state residents will be able to get vehicle registration documents in person. However, application steps may vary slightly depending on factors such as whether the vehicle is exempted from the state titling requirements.How to Register a New Car in Georgialf you are wondering how to register a car in Georgia after
purchasing a new vehicle from a state dealership, note that dealers are authorized to issue you temporary registration permits and to apply for a title on your behalf. However, you will still be required to pay the car registration fees and obtain a new registration certificate yourself. After purchasing a vehicle from a dealership, you will be required to
follow these steps in most cases:Obtain the temporary tags offered to you by the dealership. Overall, these temporary operating permits issued by state dealers will be valid for 30 consecutive days.Visit a nearby county tag office to submit your GA vehicle registration request.Surrender your dealer-issued tag and present a valid document proving your
identity.Pay the applicable licensing fees.Note: If the dealership fails to apply for a vehicle title in your name on time, you can apply for a 30-day extension of your temporary tag with the Application to Extend the Registration Period of a Motor Vehicle Purchased from a Georgia Motor Vehicle Dealer form.Registering a Used Car in GeorgiaTo
successfully get your vehicle registration in Georgia for a used motor vehicle, you will be required to complete additional application steps, which may vary depending on whether or not a title for your vehicle is required. The standard process of registering a car will include the following steps:Visit a nearby county tag site.Fill out the Motor Vehicle
Title/Tag Application form.Submit proof of ownership, such as:The original title properly reassigned.A bill of sale for vehicles older than 1986.A manufacturers certificate of origin.An out-of-state vehicle document.Furnish proof of insurance.Present evidence of a passed emissions test, if required to do so.Pay the applicable taxes and licensing
fees.Once the state DOR processes your GA vehicle registration application, it will manufacture new vehicle documents in your name. If you are unable to visit your county tag office for a legitimate reason, you may also be allowed to submit your request by mail.After these credentials have been issued, you will be required to complete the vehicle
registration renewal procedure on a yearly basis.How to Register a Car in Georgia as a New ResidentIf you are registering your car in Georgia as a new state resident, you will be required to follow very similar steps as those outlined in previous sections. In general, before proceeding with the auto registration process, you will have to apply for a
state-issued driving license or ID card. After obtaining your official identification proof, you can visit a countys tag office to submit the following items:A state-issued official identification proofA filled out application formYour out-of-state title or car registrationA completed Statement of Title Held by Lienholder, Security Interest Holder, or Leasing
Company form, if your title is in the possession of a lending or leasing institutionProof of vehicle insuranceAn emissions inspection report, if applicablePayment for the taxes and applicable feesYou will receive your new car registration in GA once the state DOR processes your request and converts your out-of-state documents.Vehicle Registration for
Military Members in GeorgiaMilitary personnel do not need a Georgia vehicle registration to legally operate their vehicles while stationed within the state. Overall, active duty service member can continue using a valid out-of-state car registration for the duration of their service.On the other hand, these drivers can still apply for a new auto
registration in GA through the tag office if they wish to do so. This group of applicants will be required to follow the standard application steps, as outlined in previous sections.Temporary DMV Registration in GeorgiaThe state DOR will issue a Georgia temporary registration only for specific purposes. For example, you can apply for a temporary
operating permit if you need to operate the newly-purchased vehicle before registering it. These temporary car registrations are typically issued by auto dealerships who are selling new motor vehicles. However, the Department of Revenue may also issue a short-term registration to individual motorists under certain circumstances.Georgia License
PlatesOnce the DOR processes your Georgia car registration application, it will issue you new registration documents and standard license plates. If you order tags with your new auto registration, you will most likely receive them during the same office visit. However, if you order certain specialty and/or prestige license plates, you will be required to
meet additional requirements and wait for a longer time period until you receive your new tags. Once the state DOR processes your request for unique license plates, it will mail them to your recorded address.You can also transfer existing licenses plates from a previous vehicle to your newly-purchased motor vehicle.Georgia Car Registration
FeesPaying the Georgia car registration cost is the final step in the application procedure for a new registration. Note that the vehicle registration fees will generally include both the titling fee and the registration costs. The standard costs to register a car within the state are outlined below:$18 title fee$20 license plate feeThe applicable ad valorem
taxesAny late application penalty feesAn emissions inspection fee of up to $25Additional special and/or prestige license plate fees, if applicable I recently bought a car from a private citizen, but the seller said he had lost the title. So, I have a bill of sale, but no title. What can I do to obtain a tag and title? Consumer Ed says: In Georgia, titles are
required for all 1986 and newer year model vehicles. If a vehicle that falls into this category does not have a title, you wont be able to register the car, which would leave you stuck with a vehicle you cant legally drive. You have several options that would allow you to register your vehicle. You can contact the seller to ask for a replacement title. The
seller can apply for a replacement title at the County Tag Office. This requires a completed Form MV-1 DOR Motor Vehicle Title/Tag Application, an $8 fee, and a few further requirements. Once the seller receives the duplicate title, it can be signed over to you to transfer ownership and you can then register the car. For more information regarding
replacement titles, visit dor.georgia.gov/replace-lost-or-stolen-title. Another option is for you to apply for a bonded title, which is a title based on a surety bond. Please note that there is a charge for the surety bond based on the value of the vehicle. You can apply for a bonded title at the County Tag Office. This requires an $18 fee, a completed Form
MV-1 DOR Motor Vehicle Title/Tag Application, a completed Form MV-46 Motor Vehicle Certificate of Title Bond, a Form MV-46A Affidavit Supporting Certificate of Title Bond Application and a few other completed forms. For more information about bonded titles, visit dor.georgia.gov/bonded-vehicle-title. For vehicles manufactured before 1986, you
do not need a certificate of title, but you must provide a Bill of Sale completed by the seller in order to transfer ownership and register the car in your name. You will need to bring the Bill of Sale, along with a Form T-22B Certification of Inspection completed by law enforcement, to your local County Tag Office. Visit dor.georgia.gov/motor-vehicle-
titles-and-registration for more information and Tag office locations. Submit your ownquestionto Consumer Ed. Rememberwe do not give legal advice. Always consult a lawyer about legal issues. While there are some very specific exceptions, vehicle owners that arent in possession of a certificate of title cannot register or insure the car. There are,
however, steps that can be taken to get either a standard or provisional title that can be used to transfer ownership and get the vehicle registered. Order a Duplicate Titlelf you transferred the title into your name after buying the car but lost the title before registering it, you can file for a duplicate title. This process differs between states, but usually
requires a valid identification of the owner, an application, and a fee for the duplicate title. When compared to the other options for getting a title and registering a vehicle, being able to order a duplicate as the recorded owner of the vehicle is the most direct way to get a replacement title.Present a Bill of SaleA few states will allow a vehicle to be
registered without a title under certain circumstances. For example, the State of Georgia allows vehicles that are over 25 years old to be registered by presenting a bill of sale. Georgia law allows for the bill of sale to be written on a form provided by the state or hand-written by the seller of the vehicle. The bill of sale must be signed by both parties
and the buyer must present the original version to transfer ownership and register the car.Ask the Seller to Order a Duplicate TitleIf the sale was executed without the title being present, or the buyer lost the title before transferring ownership, the seller will remain on record as the owner and will be liable for the vehicle. If the buyer is in contact
with the seller, transferring the title will benefit both parties, which may be enough motivation for the seller to take the steps necessary to get a replacement title. Once the seller receives the duplicate title it can be signed over to the buyer to transfer ownership. This releases the seller from liability and will enable the buyer to register and insure the
vehicle.Get a Bonded TitleA buyer who doesnt have a standard certificate of title can apply for a bonded title. To get a bonded title, the owner must gather the necessary paperwork and a valuation of the vehicle from the state DMV or similar office. This documentation, along with a bill of sale, can then be used to apply for a title bond, which provides
assurance that damages will be covered if a court of law returns ownership of the vehicle to the previous owner. After being approved, the vehicle owner can present the required documentation and the certificate of the title bond to the DMV to receive a bonded title. This title will allow for the registration of the vehicle in the name of the new owner.
In most states, bonded titles can be converted to standard titles after three years. The vehicle registration process and requirements can vary from county to county, so you should call your County Tag Office to make sure you have everything you need to complete your registration. Generally, you will need the following in order to register your
vehicle in Georgia: The location of your County Tag Office Valid Georgia drivers license or ID card A completed Form MV-1 Title and Tag Application (you can do this online or print and fill out the form by hand). A passing emissions inspection certificate, if applicable Proof of ownership (Examples: bill of sale, vehicle title, Manufacturers Certificate of
Origin) Proof of insurance Form of payment for fees (contact your County Tag Office to find out what forms of payment are accepted as well as what fees you should be prepared to pay) Form of payment for taxes (contact your County Tag Office to find out what forms of payment are accepted); note, Georgia has two different types of vehicle taxes:
Annual Ad Valorem Tax (AAVT) Vehicles purchased before March 1, 2013, are subject to AAVT; the amount of this tax changes based on the current value of your vehicle. Estimate your AAVT. Title Ad Valorem Tax (TAVT) If you purchased your vehicle after March 1, 2013, or if you have moved to the state of Georgia since then, you will need to pay a
one-time TAVT when you title your car in Georgia; the amount of this tax is determined by multiplying your vehicles fair market value by the rate of the tax at the time of purchase. Estimate your TAVT. After ensuring you have all the required documents, etc., you can complete your registration in person or by mail. Please note, it is typically faster to
complete the vehicle registration process in person versus by mail. Ways to Register a Vehicle Register by mail Find the mailing address of your County Tag Office. Mail all required payments, documents, and fees to that address; some offices have different addresses for mail and in-person service, so be sure to check that you have the right one. Also,
be sure to make copies of everything for your own records. Register in person Find the physical address and operating hours of your County Tag Office. Bring all required payments, documents, and fees to that address during their operating hours; some offices have different addresses for mail and in-person service, so be sure to check that you have
the right one. Also, be sure to make copies of everything for your own records. Once your paperwork is processed, you should receive your registration within two to three weeks. If you do not receive your registration within 30 days, you should follow up with your County Tag Office. When its time to renew your registration (your birthday month), you
will have the option of doing it online, in person or by mail via your County Tag Office, or at aGeorgia MV ExpressSelf-Service Tag Kiosk (in participating counties). Disclaimer: General This information was prepared as a public service of the State of Georgia to provide general information, not to advise on any specific legal problem. It is not, and
cannot be construed to be, legal advice. If you have questions regarding any matter contained on this page, please contact the related agency. Download Article A step-by-step guide on legally registering your car in your state Download Article In order to legally drive your car on the roads in the U.S., it must be registered with your state government.
In order to be registered, however, a car must have a title, which is a certificate that proves ownership of a vehicle. As such, if youre hoping to register a car without a title, your first step is getting the car titled. The best way to register a car without a title is to first get it registered. To drive your car on the street, it needs to have a title. To have a
title, your car must be registered. Get in touch with your local DMV to receive the required paperwork to get a title and register your vehicle.1Check a DMV website for the requirements in your state. The information you will need to get your vehicle titled varies from state to state.[1] The federal governments Department of Motor Vehicles website
provides the specific information for each state on their website.[2]You can also go directly to your states DMV website. Here youll find downloadable paperwork, as well as helpful phone numbers and addresses for offices you may need to visit.Expect to fill out an application (to either transfer or replace a title), and have information such as the
vehicle's VIN number, odometer reading, and a bill of sale. 2Get in touch with the previous owner. If you have a car without a title, get in touch with the previous owner to determine whether they still have the title. Whenever a car changes ownership, the title should be transferred as well.[3] If you are unable to get the title transferred, getting a new
title will be more challenging.[4] Advertisement 3Fill out the necessary paperwork together. The easiest way to get your vehicle title is by finding the previous owner and going over the necessary paperwork together. The paperwork will vary from state to state. If possible, visit a state office together with the vehicle to fill out all of the paperwork and
complete the transfer process.[5]Do not make changes to an existing title. The title holder will complete paperwork indicating transfer of ownership and you will be issued a new title.There cannot be an outstanding loan against a vehicle while transferring the title, unless the transfer is approved by the lender.The odometer reading (at time of
transfer) and VIN numbers on the vehicle must match those in the paperwork. Advertisement 1Determine that you do not have the title. A title is the legal proof that you own a particular vehicle. It is an important piece of paper that should be kept in a safe and secure area. Unless you are certain it is permanently lost or stolen, keep looking for it, as it
is a time-consuming and relatively expensive process to have a title replaced.[6]If you have your title but it has been damaged, bring it to your local Secretary of State or DMV office.2Establish your eligibility for a bonded title. If you do not have a title to prove your ownership of a vehicle and cannot contact the party that sold it to you, you will need to
purchase a surety bond and apply for a bonded title through your state government.[7]Check your states DMV website for the eligibility requirements for a bonded title in your state. These will usually include residence in the state where you hope to title the vehicle.3Provide all necessary paperwork. Give everything required to prove your eligibility
to a state office, as directed by your state's DMV website. You will also need to pay a fee.[8] Necessary paperwork will likely include a statement of fact regarding how you came into possession of the vehicle, any other evidence that indicates your ownership of the vehicle, a photo ID, and an application for a bonded title.[9]Note that a vehicle that has
legally been deemed abandoned, junked, or stolen, or is involved in a pending lawsuit will not be eligible for a new title.4Purchase a surety bond. If you meet eligibility requirements, the state will send you a letter that contains the amount of the bond you will need to purchase. This bond amount will be greater than the value of the vehicle itself. The
amount is determined by the state based on the information contained in your paperwork. Bring the letter to an agency that is licensed to sell surety bonds in your state, such as an auto-insurance agency.[10]Keep in mind that you do not have to pay the state or the insurance company the value of your vehicle. While there will be some fee involved
with the purchase of the bond itself, the bond is simply a legal instrument that makes you financially responsible for ownership of the vehicle.5Apply for a bonded title from your state. Once you have purchased a bond, return to the secretary of state to complete the titling process. You will then need to register your car to drive it legally.[11]
Advertisement 1Check a DMV website for registration requirements. Before visiting a local state office where you can register your vehicle, check your states DMV website to make sure you bring all of the necessary paperwork. While the specific process varies, the basic order of operation is similar in most states.[12]The federal DMV website also
has information about registration requirements in each U.S. state.Current registration is required in every U.S. state. While some states require you to update your registration annually, registration lasts longer in some states.2Download and fill out forms ahead of time. If you want to make sure you have everything ready before visiting the DMV,
download all of the forms youll need directly from the DMV website.[13] Print them and fill them out at home to make sure you have all of the necessary information.[14]You can also find information about applicable fees and taxes. Be ready to pay these when you register your car.3Visit a local state office to complete registration. The names of these
offices may differ. For instance, your state may have brick-and-mortar DMV offices, while other states provide these administrative services at Secretary of State offices.[15] Department of Revenue and Motor Vehicle Division offices also exist in some states.[16]Bring along your title, proof of insurance, and emission test results or smog check
paperwork if these are required in your state.Note that many states use your vehicles VIN as the vehicle registration number. Advertisement Add New Question Question Do you need the title to register a car? Bryan Hamby Professional Auto BrokerBryan Hamby is the owner of Auto Broker Club, a trusted auto brokerage in Los Angeles, California. He
founded Auto Broker Club in 2014 out of a passion for cars and a unique talent for customizing the car dealership process to be on the buyers side. With 1,400+ deals closed, and a 90% customer retention rate, Bryans focus is to simplify the car buying experience through transparency, fair pricing, and world class customer service. Typically, yes. You
need the title to register the car. However, if you don't have the title, you can just acquire that first at the DMV. It's a little bit different in each state, but it's not going to be super complicated most of the time. Question I bought a car from a private owner. He only gave me the title to the car. He had signed the title over to another person on the back
of the title, but the person to whom it was sold never got the car. What should I do? The owner from whom you purchased the vehicle needs to do one of two things: Send the title in to the state, with an affidavit attached saying the title was filled out in error, or have the previous owner file for lost title. When they receive the new title, they can sign it
over to you. Question What is the typical wait time for the transfer of a title? It's usually one to two weeks. A speedy title can be requested, which takes two to three days. See more answers Ask a Question Advertisement This article was co-authored by Bryan Hamby. Bryan Hamby is the owner of Auto Broker Club, a trusted auto brokerage in Los
Angeles, California. He founded Auto Broker Club in 2014 out of a passion for cars and a unique talent for customizing the car dealership process to be on the buyers side. With 1,400+ deals closed, and a 90% customer retention rate, Bryans focus is to simplify the car buying experience through transparency, fair pricing, and world class customer
service. This article has been viewed 481,194 times. Co-authors: 5 Updated: June 14, 2024 Views:481,194 Categories: Car Identification and Registration PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 481,194 times. "Thank you for the help. We have a problem with a truck title from stepfather who passed
away." Share your story
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