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What is dibels testing

DIBELS ® (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) is a set of procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of literacy skills. They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measures that can be used to regularly detect risk and monitor the development of early literacy and early reading skills in kindergarten through eighth
grade. The measures are consistent with many of the Common Core State Standards in Reading, especially those for Foundational Skills. When implemented as recommended, DIBELS results can be used to evaluate individual student development as well as provide grade-level feedback toward validated instructional objectives. Assessment enables
effective early identification of students experiencing difficulties and allows for coordinated prevention and early intervention efforts. The DIBELS Data System offers full support for DIBELS 8th Edition and historical reporting for prior editions. DIBELS 8th Edition is the most current version of the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills
(DIBELS), a set of procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills from kindergarten through 8th grade. The DIBELS Data System supports historical reporting for prior versions of DIBELS and IDEL for districts and schools that have previously used those products on DDS. Quick Links Download Testing Materials
DIBELS 8th Edition Benchmark Goals September 5, 2024 DIBELS is a set of short fluency measures for identifying and monitoring the development of reading skills from Foundation to Year 8. DIBELS 8th provides a comprehensive measure of reading competence aligned with the research on reading development. It provides benchmark goals and
timelines, progress monitoring of reading intervention, and early identification of risk for reading difficulties. In addition to this, it can be used for dyslexia screening purposes. Each DIBELS 8th subtest has been thoroughly researched and demonstrated to be a reliable and valid indicator of early literacy development. DIBELS is based on trusted
scientific evidence, research-based practices, and decades of experience in teaching and learning to provide assessments that inform best practice. What does DIBELS 8th assess? DIBELS 8th provides six different sub-tests to measure where students are in the trajectory towards skilled reading, including their ability to break words into individual
sounds, their letter-sound correspondence knowledge, reading and comprehension. The six subtests consist of: Letter Naming Fluency — provides an indication of Rapid Automatised Naming (RAN) ability. (F-Yr 1) Phoneme Segmentation Fluency — assesses phonological awareness; the ability to hear, identify and say the sounds in words. (F-Yr 1)
Nonsense Word Fluency — accurately captures students’ knowledge of sound-spelling patterns and the ability to blend sounds into words. (F-Yr 3) Word Reading Fluency — measures accuracy and fluency when decoding high-frequency words. (F-Yr 3) Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) — assesses reading fluency and accuracy when reading connected text.
(Yr 1-Yr 8) Maze — measures reading comprehension. (Yr 2-Yr 8) The DIBELS 8th subtests allow teachers to drill down on the specific skills required for skilled reading and to ensure students are meeting peer benchmarks. DIBELS results clearly show if a student requires additional support at Tier 2 (small group) or Tier 3 (intensive 1:1 support).
They can also provide feedback on the efficacy of Tier 1 (whole class) instruction. We need to know as soon as possible if our students are at risk of reading difficulties because early intervention requires far less time and resources to ensure students keep up with their peers. DIBELS 8th provides information to ensure instruction targets what the
students need, so time and resources are not wasted on inappropriate interventions. DIBELS 8th informs instruction DIBELS results can be used for instructional decision-making. They can inform the effectiveness of whole-class instruction and intervention and identify students who need additional instructional support and monitoring. An evidence-
based structured literacy approach is essential to support reading success for all students, including a high-quality structured synthetic phonics program and the use of decodable texts. Targeted intervention should utilise the same approach or program used in the classroom. This allows for repetition and practice of skills using the same language
and activities used in whole class instruction to reduce cognitive load on students. See some examples of recommended Structured Synthetic Phonics programs. Download pdf In addition to phonics, explicit teaching of vocabulary aids fluency and comprehension. This should include breaking down and analysing more complex words words to read,
spell, and understand them. Looking at the morphology and etymology helps students to access a wider range of words with common roots, prefixes and suffixes, and spelling patterns. "It is crucial that schools adopt evidence-based approaches, as without good quality instruction, many students will not acquire the basic literacy needed to function
successfully in our society. SPELD SA can assist with training and mentoring to develop an evidence-based, whole-school approach to literacy instruction." Kerry WilliamsDirector of Professional Learning, SPELD SA DIBELS WorkshopsClick here to request training at your school or explore our upcoming workshops! The DIBELS assessment for
reading is a test that teachers give to K-6 students to assess their literacy skills. It measures phonological awareness, alphabetic principle, and fluency with connected text. These are three of the five “Big Ideas in Beginning Reading.” Teachers are assessing early literacy development in this quick, three part, one-on-one test. The DIBELS test was first
created by the Institute for Research and Learning Disabilities at the University of Minnesota in the 1970s and 1980s, according to the Official DIBELS website run by the University of Oregon. [caption id="attachment 131005” align="aligncenter” width="“640"] Pros As with any reading assessment, there are pros and cons of DIBELS Reading.
However, there seem to be more pros of DIBELS. Pros and cons may depend upon your need for your students or for your school’s population. In general, here is a list of pros: DIBELS assessment is designed to measure three of the five areas in early literacy. (The five areas are: phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, accuracy and fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension. The only two not tested are vocabulary and comprehension.) All five areas should be used by teachers to teach reading. Students use each of these areas to read and understand what is being read. Therefore, this test will show teachers what areas students have mastered in early literacy skills, and what areas teachers
need to focus for instruction time. The assessment is inexpensive - starting at just $1 per student. Because the DIBELS assessment tests areas separately, teachers can quickly see if students are struggling in a certain area of reading. The test could point out that a student is having trouble with comprehension or he needs more instruction in phonics.
The DIBELS test is quick. It takes less than 10 minutes per child to administer. When you are looking at the DIBELS pros and cons, it is easy to see that there are more pros to the assessment than cons. Besides the reasons listed above, DIBELS is also very user-friendly. There’s an entire website about the assessment where you can download the test
as well as different articles to read to make the test useful and meaningful. The DIBELS test can be used by classroom teachers, reading teachers, and literacy coaches. Cons The DIBELS assessment is often the center of controversy. People see the pros and cons, but many teachers focus only on the cons they’'ve heard. There are a few drawbacks to
the DIBELS. Each perspective needs to be weighed by each school district and teacher. Here are some of the cons of the DIBELS: The DIBELS is supposed to be given three times a year to see if a child is improving in each area. Although it takes less than 10 minutes to administer DIBELS to a child, teachers still may not want to spend classroom time
three different times throughout the year on this one test, especially if they have to give other assessments. Some teachers do not like that DIBELS includes nonsense words as part of the assessment. The test is assessing whether or not students can decode words-would they know how to pronounce “swot” or “blund” based on their phonics
knowledge? Some teachers and districts believe that assessments should only include real words. The test is given individually to each student; so if a teacher has a large classroom, this could be a con. Giving the test may take up a large amount of classroom time. Anytime assessments have to be given, that’s less instruction time that students are
receiving. That’s why it is extremely important to use assessments to guide instruction and not just for a grade. After looking at the DIBELS reading assessment pros and cons, you may still have to use the test for yourself and your students to see how well you like it. Image by Wokandapix from Pixabay This post is part of the series: DIBELS
information These articles provide information about the DIBELS reading assessment from the University of Oregon. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these
freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you
must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted
by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. DIBELS® assessment tools and materials downloadable from this website (the "DIBELS
Materials") are available to the educational entities listed below solely under the following conditions: Your use is not intended to and does not place the DIBELS Materials in the public domain. Schools, school districts and multi-district agencies may use the DIBELS Materials solely for internal educational use. No DIBELS Materials may be sold.
DIBELS® is a trademark of the University of Oregon. No rights to modify DIBELS Materials or use of the trademark are granted except as agreed to in advance and in writing. CTL’s development partner, Amplify (amplify.com), provides DIBELS 8th Edition printed kits, as well as DIBELS 8th Edition administration on its mClass platform and through
the DIBELS Data System. The PDF of DIBELS 8th Edition currently provided is for your use in pencil and paper or as a static PDF on your electronic devices. The DIBELS Materials are made available as a research courtesy "as is" with no representations or warranties. Your use of the DIBELS Materials is at your sole risk. DIBELS 8th Edition
Materials Download the administration guide, student materials, scoring booklets, and testing resources for free! Download DIBELS Materials DIBELS ® (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) is a set of procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of literacy skills. DIBELS 8th Edition represents the culmination of decades of
research into supporting students in becoming successful readers. Learn about DIBELS Cummings, K. D., Kennedy, P. C., Otterstedt, J., Baker, S. K., & Kame'enui, E. J. (2011). DIBELS Data System: 2010-2011 Percentile Ranks for DIBELS Next Benchmark Assessments(Technical Report 1101). Eugene, OR: University of Oregon. Cummings, K. D.,
Otterstedt, J., Kennedy, P. C., Baker, S. K., & Kame'enui, E. J. (2011). DIBELS Data System: 2009-2010 Percentile Ranks for DIBELS 6th Edition Benchmark Assessments (Technical Report 1102). Eugene, OR: University of Oregon. Center on Teaching and Learning. Good, R.H., Kaminski, R.A., Shinn, M., Bratten, J., Shinn, M., Laimon, D., Smith, S., &
Flindt, N. (2004). Technical Adequacy of DIBELS: Results of the Early Childhood Research Institute on measuring growth and development (Technical Report, No. 7). Eugene, OR: University of Oregon. Good, R. H., Kaminski, R. A., Smith, S., Simmons, D. C., Kame'enui, E. J., & Wallin, J. U. (2003). Reviewing outcomes: Using DIBELS to evaluate
kindergarten curricula and interventions. In S. R. Vaughn & K. L. Briggs (Eds.), Reading in the classroom: Systems for the observation of teaching and learning (pp. 221-259). Brookes. Hintze, J. M., Ryan, A. L., & Stoner, G. (2003). Concurrent validity and diagnostic accuracy of the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) and the
Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing. School Psychology Review, 32, 541-556. Good, R. H., Simmons, D. S., Kame'enui, E. J., Kaminski, R. A., & Wallin, J. (2002). Summary of decision rules for intensive, strategic, and benchmark instructional recommendations in kindergarten through third grade (Technical Report No. 11). Eugene, OR:
University of Oregon. Good, R. H., Wallin, J. U., Simmons, D. C., Kame'enui, E. J., & Kaminski, R. A. (2002). System-wide Percentile Ranks for DIBELS Benchmark Assessment (Technical Report No. 9). Eugene, OR: University of Oregon. Baker, D. L., Cummings, K. D., Good, R. H., & Smolkowski, K. (2007). Indicadores dindmicos del éxito en la lectura
(IDEL): Summary of decision rules for intensive, strategic, and benchmark instructional recommendations in kindergarten through third grade (Technical Report No.1) Eugene, OR: Dynamic Measurement Group. DIBELS 8th Edition Resources Find administration timelines, benchmark goals, tips, guides, and other testing resources. Our free training
videos provide an introduction to DIBELS assessment and tools. For more comprehensive professional development, see our list of certified trainers. Reading assessments are essential tools for identifying and addressing reading challenges in children. One assessment known as DIBELS stands out for its effectiveness in gauging early literacy
proficiency. In this article, we explain the DIBELS reading assessment and answer common questions that parents of struggling readers may have. DIBELS is the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills assessment. It’s a widely used reading screener and benchmark assessment designed to evaluate reading skills in children. DIBELS was
developed in the 1970s by researchers at the Institute for Research and Learning Disabilities at the University of Minnesota. It became more widely available in 2002 through the University of Oregon. DIBELS is currently in the 8th edition, with the most recent update in 2023. DIBELS consists of six different subtests. Each subtest targets a specific
literacy skill for a specific age group. These measures are: Letter Naming Fluency — assesses knowledge of alphabetical letters (K-1st grade) Phoneme Segmentation Fluency — evaluates phonemic awareness (K-1st grade) Nonsense Word Fluency — objectively measures decoding skills (K-3rd grade) Word Reading Fluency — measures word
decoding skills (K-3rd grade) Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) — assesses reading fluency and accuracy (1st-8th grade) Maze — measures reading comprehension (2nd-8th grade) DIBELS plays a crucial role in screening for early reading difficulties, ultimately guiding decisions on who may need additional reading instruction and what types of reading
instruction are necessary. Revealing insights into students’ literacy skills, DIBELS helps educators tailor reading interventions to meet individual needs and monitor student progress over time. DIBELS is similar to any other learning assessment in the classroom. Most schools make sure teachers conduct a “benchmark” DIBELS assessment for each
child at least 3 times per year to monitor progress. This includes a beginning of year (BOY), middle of year (MOY) and end of year (EOY) assessment. Students receiving additional reading support may have monthly progress monitoring check-ins to see how well they are progressing in their literacy intervention. Each DIBELS assessment is short. Five
of the subtests are one minute in duration and one subtest (Maze) is 3 minutes long. The facilitator (a teacher or reading specialist) explains each exercise one-on-one with the child. They then closely monitor the child’s answers and record the results. The scores are simple, straightforward, and easy for teachers to understand. A child’s scores
indicate their risk category—that is, how “at risk” they are for struggling to meet expected reading goals. Negligible Risk: The child shows no risk and is on track or ahead of their reading development. Minimal Risk: The child shows low risk and is meeting benchmark standards. Some Risk: The child is showing signs of difficulty with one or more
aspects of reading development and should receive “strategic support.” At Risk: The child is struggling significantly below standard reading development and needs “intensive support.” Several different factors can contribute to a child’s DIBELS results. It’s important to talk with your child’s teachers, medical professionals, or a reading specialist if
they score below the benchmark. DIBELS isn’t technically a “test” that your child can pass or fail. Rather, it’s an assessment that provides educators and specialists with information about where your child is currently in their reading development. While there are many reading assessments today, DIBELS is a go-to option that’s used around the
world. Since it screens for key areas of reading ability, it’s fairly accurate for parents and families looking to find answers for their child’s reading struggles. The DIBELS assessment is instrumental in spotting reading difficulties early on. Some children need reading intervention to remediate setbacks or literacy struggles. There are three tiers of
reading instruction: Tier 1 involves the instruction that all students receive as a whole class. Tier 2 pinpoints specific reading challenges among students and usually involves small-group interventions. Tier 3 signifies a need for individualized, intensive instruction to address noticeable setbacks. The DIBELS assessment results inform instructors and
parents on the next steps for intervention because it highlights each student’s strengths and areas for improvement. For example, a student struggling with word reading fluency might receive focused practice in decoding skills, leading to significant improvements in reading fluency and comprehension. Depending on your child’s DIBELS scores,
there are several ways you can support their reading development. If your child is on track, continue with the existing reading instruction methods and make sure to provide additional challenges—this will maintain progress. For kids who need targeted interventions, you can work closely with their teacher to implement recommended strategies to
strengthen their identified weaknesses. If your child needs intensive support, consider turning to an outside tutor, literacy specialist, or reading program that can offer individualized, structured, systematic instruction. The DIBELS assessment is not intended to replace a comprehensive or diagnostic reading assessment. You can (and should) also
support your reader at home. Read with your child to foster language comprehension and enjoyment of reading. Use educational tools like flashcards, phonics games, and interactive reading apps to make learning fun and engaging. Establish a reading routine. Create a calm, distraction-free reading environment so you and your child can practice
together. Encourage your child to explore a variety of genres to build their interest and skills. Websites like Phonics.org offer valuable resources and program reviews to help you find effective tools and strategies for at-home literacy practice. Continuous monitoring and support are crucial for your child’s reading progress, especially if they’re at risk.
Regularly assess their skills using DIBELS or other assessments to track improvements and identify any new challenges. Equally as important, communicate with your child’s teacher to ensure that intervention attempts are effective and then adjust strategies as needed. By staying proactive and involved in your child’s reading progress, you help
them develop strong literacy skills that will serve them well throughout their academic career and beyond. By understanding the components and significance of DIBELS, you can actively participate in your child’s educational journey. Whether that involves a reading intervention, addressing a learning disability, or course-correcting the instructional
approach, proper assessment and screening are the first steps in advocating for your child’s potential. For more information and support related to child literacy, explore parent resources at Phonics.org. Let’s empower children to become confident and proficient readers, unlocking a world of knowledge and opportunities for life. What is DIBELS?
Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills It was developed by Dr. Roland Good, University of Oregon. It is a standardized, individually administered measure of early literacy development. 5 Big Ideas of Literacy PHONEMIC AWARENESS Identification and manipulation of parts of spoken language PHONICS Correlating sounds with letters or
groups of letters VOCABULARY FLUENCY COMPREHENSION Relation to Big Ideas of Literacy Big Idea of Literacy - DIBELS assessment Phonological / Phonemic Awareness - Initial Sound Fluency & Phoneme Segmentation Fluency Phonics - Nonsense Word Fluency Vocabulary - Word Use Fluency Fluency - Oral Reading Fluency Comprehension -
Oral Reading Fluency & Retell Fluency Fluency Leads to Comprehension Word recognition fluency, while not the goal of reading instruction, is necessary for good comprehension. Only once words are known automatically does reading become easy and then enjoyable. Why DIBELS? 1 out of 8 children not reading at grade level by the end of first
grade will ever read on grade level (Juel, 1994, p.24). Knowing at what level a student reads is good; knowing WHY is better. DIBELS assessments offer a look at the WHY. Letter Naming Fluency Provides a measure of risk No benchmark goal - no corresponding “big idea” But, it’s one of three major predictors of reading success. Letter Recognition
Print Awareness Phonemic Awareness Intended for most children from fall of kindergarten to fall of first grade Practice LNF... Initial Sound Fluency Intended for children from last year of preschool to middle of kindergarten May be appropriate for monitoring progress of older children with low skills in phonological awareness Benchmark goal: 25-35
sounds by mid kindergarten Takes about 3 minutes Only DIBELS assessment taking longer than 1 minute to administer Practice ISF Assessment Show example pictures. Follow directions for examples. Begin assessment. Start timer after you finish asking each question. Stop timer as soon as child responds. Repeat until assessment is complete.
Record number of correct initial sounds and number of seconds to administer assessment. ISF Scoring Tips Child says / Does: Score: Names correct picture Correct Renames picture with correct sound Correct Renames correct picture with incorrect sound Incorrect Gives initial sounds Correct Phoneme Segmentation Fluency Intended for children
from end of kindergarten through spring of first grade May be appropriate for monitoring progress of older children with low skills in phonemic awareness Benchmark goal: 35-45 correct phonemes per minute by end of kindergarten and beginning of first grade Score each DIFFERENT, CORRECT sound segment produced Practice PSF... Nonsense
Word Fluency Intended for children from mid to end of kindergarten to beginning of second grade May be appropriate for monitoring progress of older children with low skills in phonics (letter-sound correspondence) Benchmark goal: 50 correct letter sounds per minute by mid first grade Practice NWF... Oral Reading Fluency (Reading Connected
Text) Intended for most children from mid first grade through... End of Year Benchmark goals for LOW RISK: 1st grade: > 40 2nd grade: > 90 3rd grade: > 110 4th grade: > 118 5th grade: > 124 Practice ORF... Retell Fluency Prevents emphasis on speed-reading without attention to meaning Identifies children whose comprehension is not consistent
with their fluency Corresponds directly to “big idea” of comprehension Increases face validity of ORF OPTIONAL... Word Use Fluency Ties to “big idea” of vocabulary Additional research necessary to establish linkage to phonological awareness, phonics, and fluency May be helpful for teacher’s own knowledge about a student’s vocabulary
OPTIONAL... So now what? DIBELS assessments will be used routinely next year by all teachers for all students. EVERY STUDENT will be assessed during Benchmark periods (three times per year). Data used during grade level discussions to plan interventions. Progress Monitoring Depending on intensity of intervention need, most students will be
progress monitored every two OR four weeks using appropriate measures. Data collection expectations Further Instructional Support Questions for Analyzing Student Errors Use each assessment to determine student error patterns Use knowledge of error patterns to further differentiate instruction DIBELS offers more data to support instructional
decisions. Questions, Comments, Suggestions?



