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State	of	illinois	emission	testing	sites

/	Best	Practices	/	By	Angeli	Post	navigation	Posted	on	August	7,	2017By	Emissions5	commentsLast	updated	on	November	9th,	2017There	are	many	Illinois	Emissions	Testing	locations	where	you	can	get	your	Illinois	emissions	test	performed.		Below	is	a	list	of	many	stations	that	do	emissions	testing	throughout	Illinois.		It	is	always	recommended	that
you	call	ahead	to	check	on	wait	times,	schedule	an	appointment	if	necessary,	and	ensure	that	the	station	is	still	performing	emissions	testing.	Here	are	state	run	testing	only	locations:	OBD	Only	Testing	Facility	425	S	Lombard	Rd	Addison,	IL	60101	(800)	378-1108	OBD	Only	Testing	Facility	1850	W	Webster	Ave	Chicago,	IL	60614	(800)	380-6610	OBD
Only	Testing	Facility	2450	Landmeier	Rd	Elk	Grove	Village,	IL	60007	(800)	378-4477	OBD	Only	Testing	Facility	3555	Jarvis	Ave	Skokie,	IL	60076	(800)	383-3995	OBD	Only	Testing	Facility	7460	Duvan	Dr	Tinley	Park,	IL	60477	(800)	383-6503	Here	are	full	service	testing	facilities:	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	5231	W.	70th	Pl	Bedford	Park,	Illinois
60638	(800)	379-4489	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	6959	W	Forest	Preserve	Ave	Chicago,	Illinois	60634	(800)	383-7085	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	195	Liberty	Rd	Crystal	Lake,	Illinois	60014	(800)	381-1765	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	3501	Mall	Loop	Dr	Joliet,	Illinois	60431	(800)	378-4855	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	580	Bond	St	Lincolnshire,
Illinois	60069	(800)	382-7933	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	3824	W	159th	Pl	Markham,	Illinois	60428	(800)	379-2160	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	435	Weston	Ridge	Dr	Naperville,	Illinois	60563	(800)	382-9092	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	1000	E	Chain	of	Rocks	Rd	Pontoon	Beach,	Illinois	62040	(800)	383-7172	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	1675
Mitchell	Blvd	Schaumburg,	Illinois	60193	(800)	382-4354	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	4200	Trade	Ct	Swansea,	Illinois	62226	(800)	383-8977	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	2161	Northwestern	Ave	Waukegan,	Illinois	60087	(800)	380-8337	Full	Service	Testing	Facility	230	N	Old	Saint	Louis	Rd	Wood	River,	Illinois	62095	(800)	383-9592	Here	are	local
businesses	which	also	can	perform	emissions	testing	for	you	on	your	vehicle.	Station	Type	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	17065	TORRENCE	AVE	LANSING	,	IL	60438	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	35	East	162nd	Street	SOUTH	HOLLAND	,	IL	60473	MARKHAM	Full	Service	3824	W.	159th	Place	Markham	,	IL	60426	CAR-X	Appt
Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	2260	W.	127th	Street	Blue	Island	,	IL	60406	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	4458	West	147th	Street	MIDLOTHIAN	,	IL	60445	TINLEY	PARK	OBD	Only	7460	Duvan	Dr.	Tinley	Park	,	IL	60477	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	7424	S.	Stony	Island	Chicago	,	IL	60649	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)
13400	S	Ridgeland	PALOS	HEIGHTS	,	IL	60463	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	9740	Southwest	Hwy.	OAK	LAWN	,	IL	60453	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	7743	S.	Cicero	Chicago	,	IL	60652	BEDFORD	PARK	Full	Service	5231	W.	70th	Place	Bedford	Park	,	IL	60638	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	6420	Ogden	Ave	BERWYN	,
IL	60402	MIDAS	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	5815	S.	LaGrange	Road	Countryside	,	IL	60525	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	12775	Main	Street	LEMONT	,	IL	60439	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	20712	Gaskin	Drive	LOCKPORT	,	IL	60441	WEBSTER	OBD	Only	1850	Webster	Ave.	Chicago	,	IL	60614	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:
877-927-7587)	700	Madison	Street	Oak	Park	,	IL	60302	MIDAS	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	11105	W.	Roosevelt	Road	Westchester	,	IL	60154	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	10139	Roosevelt	Road	WESTCHESTER	,	IL	60154	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	2737	N	CENTRAL	AVE	CHICAGO	,	IL	60639	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:
877-927-7587)	6135	South	Cass	Avenue	WESTMONT	,	IL	60559	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	3244	W	IRVING	PARK	CHICAGO	,	IL	60618	FOREST	PRESERVE	Full	Service	6959	W.	Forest	Preserve	Chicago	,	IL	60634	JOLIET	Full	Service	3501	Mall	Loop	Drive	Joliet	,	IL	60435	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	815	Ogden	Avenue
DOWNERS	GROVE	,	IL	60515	Firestone	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	5604	Route	53	Lisle	,	IL	60532	NAPERVILLE	Full	Service	435	Weston	Ridge	Rd.	Naperville	,	IL	60540	SKOKIE	OBD	Only	3555	W.	Jarvis	Ave.	Skokie	,	IL	60076	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	716	West	Lake	Street	ADDISON	,	IL	60101	ADDISON	OBD	Only	425	S.
Lombard	Rd.	Addison	,	IL	60101	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	1032	East	Ogden	Avenue	NAPERVILLE	,	IL	60563	ELK	GROVE	VILLAGE	OBD	Only	2450	Landmeier	Rd.	Elk	Grove	Village	,	IL	60007	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	9401	Golf	Road	DES	PLAINES	,	IL	60016	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	2094	South
Elmhurst	Road	MOUNT	PROSPECT	,	IL	60056	MIDAS	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	130	W	Roosevelt	Road	West	Chicago	,	IL	60185	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	3402	Milwaukee	Avenue	NORTHBROOK	,	IL	60062	SCHAUMBURG	Full	Service	1675	Mitchell	Blvd.	Schaumburg	,	IL	60193	MIDAS	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	1804	W.
Army	Trail	Road	Hanover	Park	,	IL	60133	MIDAS	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	1505	W	Irving	Park	Road	Hanover	Park	,	IL	60133	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	202	Genesis	Drive	NORTH	AURORA	,	IL	60542	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	1301	North	Lake	Street	AURORA	,	IL	60506	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)
811A	West	Higgins	Road	SCHAUMBURG	,	IL	60195	LINCOLNSHIRE	Full	Service	580	Bond	Street	Lincolnshire	,	IL	60069	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	8000	Binnie	Road	Carpentersville	,	IL	60110	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	80	Kennedy	Drive	CARPENTERSVILLE	,	IL	60110	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	313
Townline	Rd.	MUNDELEIN	,	IL	60060	WAUKEGAN	Full	Service	2161	Northwestern	Ave.	Waukegan	,	IL	60087	CRYSTAL	LAKE	Full	Service	195	Liberty	Rd.	Crystal	Lake	,	IL	60014	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	875	E	Grand	Ave	LAKE	VILLA	,	IL	60046	CAR-X	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	4705	W	Elm	McHenry	,	IL	60050	MEINEKE	Appt
Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	2701	Washington	Avenue	ALTON	,	IL	62002	WOOD	RIVER	Full	Service	230	N.	Old	St.	Louis	Road	Wood	River	,	IL	62095	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	411	Belt	Line	Road	COLLINSVILLE	,	IL	62234	PONTOON	BEACH	Full	Service	1000	E.	Chain	of	Rocks	Rd.	Pontoon	Beach	,	IL	62040	MEINEKE	Appt	Only	(call:
877-927-7587)	702	Martin	Luther	King	Dr	EAST	SAINT	LOUIS	,	IL	62201	SWANSEA	Full	Service	4200	Trade	Ct.	Swansea	,	IL	62226	Dobbs	Tire	&	Auto	Center	Appt	Only	(call:	877-927-7587)	1300	Camp	Jackson	Rd	Cahokia	,	IL	62206	Filed	under:	Illinois,	Articles,	State	Emissions	TestingTagged	with:	Emissions	and	Safety	Inspections,	Emissions
Test,	Illinois	The	VIM	program	is	expanding	with	a	high	capacity	location	and	several	smaller	inspection	and	test	sites	in	Chicago	and	newly	flexible	options,	including	mobile	testing	units	and	self	service	kiosks,	to	test	your	car.	Get	more	information	on	the	Illinois	Air	Team	website.	An	FAQ	answers	some	common	questions	about	the	new	services.
For	the	status	of	Illinois	Air	Team	emissions	testing	locations,	please	visit	the	Illinois	Air	Team	website.		You	may	also	click	the	link	to	see	a	List	of	Stations	and	wait	times.	If	you	have	questions,	call	the	Air	Team	Call	Center	at	844-258-9071.	Motor	vehicle	exhaust	emissions	are	a	significant	source	of	pollution,	including	carbon	monoxide,	nitrogen
oxides	and	hydrocarbons.	These	pollutants	can	be	harmful	to	human	health	and	the	environment	and	lead	to	the	formation	of	ground	level	ozone	(smog).	Exhaust	emissions	from	cars	and	trucks	are	one	of	the	single	greatest	sources	of	air	pollution	in	the	Chicago	and	Metro-East	St.	Louis	areas.	The	Illinois	EPA's	vehicle	emissions	inspection	program
plays	an	important	role	in	improving	air	quality	and	public	health	in	Illinois.	The	federal	Clean	Air	Act	(42	U.S.C.	§	7511a)	requires	vehicle	emissions	inspection	programs	in	large,	urbanized	areas	that	do	not	meet	the	National	Ambient	Air	Quality	Standards	(NAAQS)	for	ozone.	Although	Illinois	has	made	significant	strides	to	clean	its	air,	levels	of	air
pollution	in	the	Chicago	and	Metro-East	St.	Louis	areas	still	exceed	the	ozone	NAAQS.	Additionally,	the	Illinois	Vehicle	Emissions	Inspection	Law	of	2005	(625	ILCS	5/13C)	requires	a	vehicle	emissions	inspection	program	to	reduce	air	pollution	from	motor	vehicles	in	these	areas	of	Illinois.	For	these	reasons,	the	vehicle	emissions	inspection	program	is
part	of	Illinois	EPA’s	strategy	to	reduce	air	pollution	in	Illinois	and	bring	the	Chicago	and	Metro-East	areas	into	attainment	of	the	ozone	NAAQS.	Through	the	On-Board	Diagnostic	(OBD)	test,	vehicle	emissions	inspections	in	Illinois	identify	malfunctioning	emission	control	systems	that	often	result	in	vehicles	exceeding	federal	emission	standards.
Requiring	repairs	on	such	vehicles	helps	clean	the	air	while	improving	the	vehicle's	performance	and	fuel	economy.	Most	1996	and	newer	gasoline-powered	passenger	vehicles	are	subject	to	emissions	inspections	after	they	are	four	years	old	(e.g.	2012	vehicles	are	being	inspected	in	2016	for	the	first	time).	The	inspection	month	coincides	with	the
expiration	date	of	the	vehicle	license	plate.	Typically,	even	model-year	vehicles	are	inspected	during	even	years,	and	odd	model-year	vehicles	are	inspected	in	odd	years.	The	Illinois	EPA	oversees	its	vehicle	emissions	inspection	program	that	is	operated	by	its	contractor.	The	Illinois	EPA	enforces	the	vehicle	emissions	inspection	requirement	by
partnering	with	the	Illinois	Secretary	of	State’s	Office	to	deny	vehicle	license	plate	registrations	to	non-complying	vehicles.	Additional	information	about	the	Illinois	EPA’s	vehicle	emissions	inspection	program	can	be	found	at	The	State	of	Illinois	vehicle	emissions	testing	program	began	in	1990	when	the	U.S.	government	implemented	the	Federal
Clean	Air	Act.	The	law	requires	state	and	local	municipalities	that	did	not	meet	the	law’s	pollution-level	requirements	to	implement	vehicle	emissions	testing.	This	regulation	on	mostly	impacts	vehicle	owners	who	live	in	large	metropolitan	areas	that	do	not	meet	federal	air	quality	standards.	The	goal	of	Illinois’s	Inspection	and	Maintenance	(I/M)
program	is	to	get	vehicles	emitting	too	many	pollutants	to	get	their	emissions-related	mechanical	issues	repaired.	The	hope	is	to	improve	Illinois’s	overall	air	quality.	Word	of	friendly	advice:	In	Illinois,	the	traffic	accidents	are	a	common	cause	of	property	damage	and	injuries	among	the	traffic	participants,	which	result	in	suspension	of	driving	license,
as	well	as	compensations	for	the	required	repair	costs	and	medical	treatment.	The	best	auto	insurance	will	cover	those	costs	and	help	you	avoid	driving	fines	and	tickets.	Obtain	the	best	auto	insurance	for	the	best	price	to	make	sure	your	choice	gives	you	the	proper	cost-to-value	ratio.	If	you	know	you	need	an	Emissions	test	done	click	here	to	select
your	county	and	find	the	nearest	location	Requirements	to	Pass	the	Illinois	Smog	Check	The	State	of	Illinois	requires	smog	checks	in	Illinois	for	certain	zip	codes	in	Northeastern	Illinois	and	Metro	East	St.	Louis	areas.		Below	is	a	table	that	shows	the	areas	that	require	smog	checks:	County	Zip	Code	Cook	All	Dupage	All	Lake	All	Kane	All	except:
	60109,	60119,	60135,	60140,	60142,	60144,	60147,	60151,	60152,	60178,	60182,	60511,	60520,	60545,	and	60554	Kendall	All	except	60447,	60450,	60512,	60536,	60537,	60541,	those	parts	of	60543	that	are	not	within	the	census-defined	area,	60545,	60548,	and	60560	McHenry	All	except:	60001,	60033,	60034,	60071,	60072,	60097,	60098,	60135,
60142,	60152,	and	60180	Madison	All	except:	2001,	62012,	62021,	62026,	62046,	62058,	62061,	62067,	62074,	62086,	62088,	62097,	62249,	62275,	62281,	and	62293	Monroe	All	except:	62244,	62248,	62256,	62261,	62264,	62276,	62277,	62278,	62279,	62295,	and	62298	St.	Clair	All	except:	62224,	62243,	62248,	62254,	62255,	62257,	62258,
62260,	62264,	62265,	62269,	62278,	62282,	62285,	62289,	62293,	and	62298	Will	All	except:	60401,	60407,	60408,	60410,	60416,	60418,	60421,	60442,	60447,	60468,	60481,	60935,	and	60950	Owners	living	in	one	of	the	above	zip	codes	and	owning	a	vehicle	falling	into	one	of	the	following	categories	require	a	vehicle	emissions	test:	Gasoline
passenger	vehicles	newer	than	1996	and	is	more	than	four	years	old	Motor	vehicles	weighing	between	8,501	and	14,000	pounds	and	manufactured	in	2007	model	year	or	later	In	Illinois,	smog	checks	must	be	performed	every	two	years	on	vehicles	manufactured	four	years	ago	or	more.	The	checks	stay	valid	for	two	years	and	must	be	done	around	the
same	time	as	the	vehicle’s	registration	renewal	is	coming	due.	Normally,	vehicles	with	even	number	model	years	get	tested	in	even	number	years,	and	vehicles	made	in	odd	number	years	get	tested	in	odd	number	years.	Registrations	requiring	reinstatement,	suspended	registrations,	registration	renewals,	and	new	registrations	require	the	passing	of
a	test.	Smog	Check	Exemptions	for	Illinois	Drivers	A	vehicle	will	not	be	exempted	from	passing	a	vehicle	emissions	test	if	it	falls	into	one	of	the	following	categories:	motorcycle,	moped	or	a	motorized	bicycle	Antique,	custom,	street	rod,	or	vehicle	made	in	1967	or	earlier	Vehicles	manufactured	in	1995	or	later,	and	that	are	compliant	with	the	Feb.	1,
2007,	Illinois	Vehicle	Emission	Inspection	Law	Diesel	vehicles	and	vehicles	only	powered	by	electricity	Vehicles	only	used	in	parades	or	other	ceremonies	Designated	farm	equipment	Vehicles	with	out-of-state	registrations	that	have	already	passed	an	emissions	check	Vehicles	used	in	amateur	or	professional	sports	Vehicles	with	a	junk	title	issued	by
the	Illinois	Secretary	of	State	Vehicles	considered	implements	of	war	by	the	Illinois	or	U.S.	Federal	Government	Vehicles	made	in	the	2006	model	year	weighing	between	8,501	–	14,000	lbs	Vehicles	weighing	more	than	14,000	lbs	Smog	Check	Fees	There	is	a	$20	annual	fee	for	a	voluntary	smog	check,	which	can	be	completed	by	a	state	licensed
Inspection	Station.	These	stations	post	signs	at	the	station	stating	they	do	smog	checks	and	will	post	a	maximum	fee	for	testing.	Performing	Emissions	Testing	in	Illinois	Illinois	vehicle	owners	should	receive	a	registration	renewal	notice	in	the	mail	or	can	sign	up	to	receive	on	through	their	email.	They	can	also	check	online	to	see	if	their	vehicle	is	due
for	a	test	as	well.	Owners	can	get	their	vehicles	tested	up	to	4	months	before	they	need	to	get	their	registrations	renewed.	On-Board	Diagnostic	Tests	–	The	Illinois	DMV	will	administer	an	ODBII	test	on	most	motor	vehicles	made	in	the	1996	or	newer	model	years.	The	OBDII	system	installed	in	U.S.	manufactured	vehicles	made	in	the	1996	and	newer
model	years	is	a	mechanical	issue	early-warning	system.	The	system	records	the	vehicle’s	performance	by	administering	a	specific	kind	of	test	referred	to	as	a	“Monitor”.	Monitors	test	a	vehicle’s	primary	emissions	components	and	subsystems.	While	the	key	is	in	the	ignition	and	the	engine	is	off,	a	test	technician	will	make	sure	the	vehicle’s	DLC
(Data	Link	Connector)	works	properly.	Then,	the	test	technician	hooks	an	emissions	diagnostic	tool	up	to	your	vehicle’s	DLC	using	a	cable	to	allow	the	technician’s	diagnostic	tool	to	communicate	with	the	vehicle’s	OBD	II	system.	The	Illinois	DMV	test	technician	can	check	your	vehicle’s	engine	and	emissions	systems,	and	see	if	any	monitors	state	a
“Not	Ready”	status.	If	there	are	too	many	monitors	stating	a	“Not	Ready”	status,	then	the	vehicle	will	not	pass	the	test.	The	test	personnel	can	complete	the	test	in	around	2	minutes.	Gas	Cap	Test	–	The	Illinois	Air	Care	Team	requires	a	Gas	Cap	Test	on	all	vehicles	older	than	1995	to	make	sure	they	seal	properly.	Illinois	registered	vehicles	made	in	the
1996	model	year	or	later	will	have	the	ODBII	system	check	their	gas	cap	automatically.	Vehicles	weighing	over	16000	lbs	may	be	required	to	be	tested.	The	Illinois	Department	of	Transportation	administers	this	testing	program.	If	a	vehicle	owner	has	registered	vehicle	weighing	over	16000	lbs,	check	for	further	details	with	the	Illinois	Department	of
Transportation.	Failed	Smog	Inspections	–	Next	Steps	Illinois	registered	vehicles	that	do	not	pass	their	initial	smog	inspection	must	get	repaired	and	retested.	The	State	of	Illinois	requires	that	a		state	certified	repair	technician	makes	the	repairs	so	that	the	state’s	repair	standards	can	be	followed.	The	vehicle	owner	has	the	repairs	completed	on	their
vehicle	and	it	still	fails	the	check,	the	vehicle	owner	may	be	eligible	for	a	Repair	waiver.	In	order	to	apply	for	the	waiver,	the	vehicle	must	have	received	the	maximum	number	of	repairs	allowed	for	under	the	vehicle’s	emission	performance	warranty.	Low	Income?	Try	the	Illinois	Hardship	Waiver	Vehicle	owners	with	Illinois	registered	vehicles	that	do
not	pass	their	emissions	test	and	who	are	unable	to	afford	the	emissions-related	repairs	required	to	pass	Illinois’s	vehicle	testing	requirements	can	apply	for	a	one-year	waiver	in	order	to	extend	the	due	date	to	comply	with	the	requirements	and	renew	their	Illinois	vehicle	registration.	This	Economic	Hardship	Extension	can	be	granted	only	if	the
applicant	meets	all	of	the	eligibility	criteria:	Proof	of	Household	Income	–	Vehicle	owner(s)	over	the	age	of	18	must	prove	their	income	over	the	last	12	months	did	not	exceed	the	allowable	amount	to	be	considered	eligible	for	the	Hardship	Waiver.	The	vehicle	in	question	must	not	have	passed	an	emissions	test.	“Reject”	or	“no	communication”	does
not	count	as	a	failure.	Receipts	and	estimates	for	repairs	done	on	the	vehicle	cannot	be	dated	older	than	five	months	of	the	vehicle’s	registration	expiration	date	and	must	total	at	least	$225.	Receipts	will	not	be	accepted	for	brakes,	exhaust	systems,	hoses,	or	belts.	Repairs	and	estimates	must	be	performed	by	recognized	repair	technicians.	These	are
automotive	repair	professionals	who	work	for	an	automotive	repair	business	recognized	by	the	state	or	nationally,	and/or	who	have	professional	certifications	in	emissions-related	automotive	repairs.Receipts	and	estimates	must	also	be	on	the	repair	technicians	business’	letterhead,	work	order,	or	invoice,	and	be	signed	and	dated.	The	document	can
include	the	cost	of	parts,	services/labor,	and	diagnostic	fees.	Handwritten	estimates	will	not	be	accepted.	Owners	performing	the	work	themselves	can	only	submit	estimates	for	the	cost	of	the	parts.Parts	can	only	be	for	emissions-related	repairs,	the	estimate	can	be	a	receipt	from	an	auto	parts	store	or	an	estimate	on	a	business	invoice	for	parts	from
a	recognized	auto	repair	facility.	The	vehicle	owner	must	not	have	applied	for	a	Hardship	waiver	previously	for	the	current	vehicle	in	question.	Or,	if	they	have	in	the	past	done	so,	the	vehicle	must	have	previously	past	its	inspection	before	applying	for	and	receiving	another	Hardship	waiver.	The	State	of	Illinois	requires	the	following	documentation
when	applying	for	a	Hardship	Extension:	A	completed	Economic	Hardship	Extension	application.	Applicants	may	apply	online.	Make	sure	to	include	all	17	digits	of	your	vehicle’s	VIN	on	the	application.	The	VIN	on	Test	Notice	postcard	in	not	the	entire	17-digit	VIN.	Not	providing	the	complete	VIN	number	on	your	waiver	application	will	delay	its
processing.	The	VIN	can	be	found	in	several	places,	including	on	the	vehicle’s	dashboard,	on	a	label	in	the	driver’s	side	door,	and	on	vehicle	sales	documents	and	auto	insurance	records.	Repair	receipts	and/or	estimates	of	at	least	$225	signed	and	dated	by	a	recognized	repair	technician	Moved	to	Illinois	–	Smog	Check	Requirements	Vehicle	owners
moving	to	Illinois	have	30	days	to	get	their	vehicle	registered.	Once	registered,	they	will	receive	a	smog	check	notice	in	the	mail.	Since	not	all	counties	or	cities	in	the	state	require	smog	check,	the	state	suggests	that	new	Illinois	residents	wait	until	they	receive	their	testing	notice	in	the	mail.	Transferring	a	Vehicle	Title	in	Illinois	–	Smog	Check
Needed?	If	someone	buys	through	a	private	seller,	receives	a	vehicle	as	a	gift,	or	inherits	a	vehicle	they	have	20	days	to	get	the	vehicle	registered.	Once	registered	the	new	owner	will	receive	a	Test	Notice	in	the	mail.	Owners	who	buy	a	new	vehicle	will	have	the	registration	done	by	the	dealer.	New	vehicles	have	4	years	before	they	must	get	a	smog
check.	Do	Sellers	Give	Buyers	a	Valid	Smog	Certificate?	The	State	of	Illinois	requires	automotive	dealers	who	sell	a	used	car	to	provide	a	valid	smog	check	certificate	for	the	buyer	of	any	vehicle	that	they	are	selling.	However,	buyers	purchasing	a	used	vehicle	from	a	private	seller	with	an	expired	vehicle’s	emissions	certificate	must	be	retested	after
the	vehicle	owner	gets	a	new	registration	in	their	name.	Special	Tips	to	Pass	the	Illinois	Emissions	Test	Illinois	vehicle	orders	may	want	to	get	their	vehicle’s	tested	as	soon	as	they	receive	their	first	testing	notice.	Allow	extra	time	to	get	any	needed	repairs	done	before	your	registration	expires.	Also,	if	a	vehicle	owner	plans	to	be	out	of	town	during	the
date	when	their	registration	expires,	the	planning	early	will	give	owners	time	to	meet	the	deadline.	Here	are	some	tips	to	keep	in	mind	to	ensure	passing	an	Illinois	vehicle	emissions	test:	Make	sure	the	vehicle	does	not	have	its	“Check	Engine”	light	on;	If	it	does,	it	will	not	pass	the	test.	To	fix,		check	to	make	the	gas	cap	is	on	tight.	If	it	is	not,	tighten
it	and	drive	around	to	see	if	the	light	goes	off.			Follow	the	vehicle’s	recommended	maintenance	schedule.	Many	of	the	mechanical	issues	that	cause	vehicles	to	fail	their	tests	can	be	addressed	during	a	routine	check-up	If	your	vehicle	is	a	make	and	model	year	when	catalytic	converters	came	standard	on	the	vehicle,	make	sure	your	vehicle	has	one
and	is	not	malfunctioning;	If	it	does	not	have	one	or	it	is	not	working,	it	will	not	pass	the	test	Allow	your	vehicle	to	run	for	at	least	10	minutes	before	it	takes	a	test	to	ensure	an	accurate	reading	Research	your	vehicle	manufacturer’s	recalls	Technical	Service	Bulletins	(TSBs),	and	warranties	before	getting	any	repairs	done.	The	cost	of	their	repair	may
be	covered	by	the	manufacturer.	If	your	vehicle’s	On-Board	Diagnostic	(OBDII)	system	is	showing	trouble	codes,	make	sure	to	get	them	fixed	by	a	certified	emissions	mechanic.	Do	not	just	try	to	clear	the	codes.Test	personnel	will	know	and	the	vehicle	will	not	pass	inspection.	If	your	vehicle	is	misfiring	when	it	is	idling,	make	sure	to	get	this	addressed
before	taking	the	test	Check	your	vehicle’s	gas	cap	and	make	sure	it’s	not	broken.	Keep	the	sealing	surfaces	in	the	cap	clean	so	it	can	make	a	good	seal	If	a	vehicle’s	battery	is	brand	new,	drive	the	vehicle	for	a	couple	of	days	before	taking	it	to	get	an	On-Board	Diagnostics	test	so	as	to	allow	the	OBD	system	to	reset	Make	sure	the	vehicle’s	oil	is	not
dirty.	Get	the	oil	changed	on	a	routine	basis	Maintain	the	recommended	air	pressure	in	your	vehicle’s	tires	Inspect	your	vehicle’s	hoses	and	belts	for	wear.	Get	them	replaced	if	necessary	Get	any	mechanical	issues	with	your	vehicle’s	transmission	address	and	fixed.	Transmissions	problems	can	affect	your	vehicle’s	emissions	and	cause	your	vehicle	to
fail	its	test.	If	your	motor	vehicle’s	emissions	system	has	a	mechanical	issue,	check	your	manufacturer’s	warranty.	Federal	law	states	emissions	systems	on	vehicles	made	in	the	1995	and	newer	model	years	must	have	their	emissions	systems	warrantied	for	two	years	or	24,000	miles.			If	the	OBDII	diagnostic	system	or	catalytic	converter	on	your
vehicle	made	in	the	1995	model	year	or	newer	has	a	mechanical	issue,	check	your	vehicle’s	manufacturer’s	warranty	also.	Federal	regulation	states	these	vehicles	must	have	a	warranty	on	their	OBDII	and	catalytic	converters	for	eight	years	or	80,000	miles.	Find	Smog	Check	Stations	Near	Me	To	stay	in	compliance	of	the	State	of	Illinois’s	smog	check
requirements,	Illinois-registered	drivers	required	to	get	their	vehicle’s	to	pass	a	vehicle	emissions	test	can	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Illinois	pages	below	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Chicago,	Illinois	The	city	of	Chicago,	in	Cook	County,	Illinois,	has	a	population	of	2.7	million
and	is	Illinois’s	largest	city.	Illinois-registered	drivers	with	vehicles	that	require	testing	and	living	in	or	around	Chicago	must	get	their	vehicle’s	to	pass	an	emissions	inspection.	Check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Cook	County,	Illinois	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Aurora,	Illinois
The	city	of	Aurora,	in	Kane	County,	Illinois,	and	has	a	population	of	201,000.	Aurora	is	the	second	largest	city	in	the	state.	Illinois-registered	drivers	with	vehicles	that	require	testing	and	living	in	Aurora	may	have	to	get	their	vehicle’s	to	pass	an	emissions	inspection.	Check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Kane	County,	Illinois	page	to
find	a	DMV	office	or	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Joliet,	Illinois	The	city	of	Joliet,	in	Will	County,	Illinois,	has	a	population	of	148,000.	Illinois-registered	drivers	with	vehicles	that	require	testing,	and	living	in	or	around	Will	county	may	have	to	get	their	vehicle’s	to	pass	an	emissions	inspection.	Check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions
Testing	Locations	in	Will	County,	Illinois	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	testing	location	in	your	area.	Auto	Insurance	Getting	car	insurance	is	one	of	the	requirements	that	vehicle	owners	need	to	fulfill	in	order	to	register	and	claim	the	title	for	their	vehicles	in	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles.	Vehicle	insurance	companies	in	the	United	States	offer	full
auto	insurance	and	liability	coverage	that	protects	the	drivers	in	case	of	a	traffic	accident.	Emissions	testing	is	an	important	part	of	the	vehicle	inspection	process	in	Illinois.	Regular	inspections	are	a	critical	way	to	determine	if	a	vehicle	is	a	significant	source	of	air	pollution	or	not.	Testing	may	be	required	in	order	to	renew	car	registration	and	license
plates	each	year.	Vehicle	inspections	in	Illinois	identify	any	malfunctioning	systems	and	are	reported	as	pass	or	fail.	If	passed,	the	results	of	the	test	will	be	valid	for	2	years.	Failed	tests	usually	require	repairs	and	retesting.	To	find	out	the	smog	test	price,	as	well	as	safety	and	emissions	requirements	and	exemptions,	continue	reading	below.	Illinois
Emissions	and	Smog	Check	Requirements	Illinois	emissions	testing	is	not	mandatory	for	all	vehicles.	Requirements	for	testing	vary	from	state	to	state,	and	Illinois	has	its	own	set	of	determining	factors	for	mandatory	testing.	Testing	is	required	for	residents	of	any	of	the	following	Illinois	counties:	Cook	DuPage	Lake	Kane	Kendall	McHenry	Will
Madison	Monroe	Clair	Vehicle	inspections	are	mandatory	for	cars	registered	in	the	counties	above	that	are	gas-powered	passenger	vehicles	manufactured	in	or	after	1996	but	is	not	less	than	4	model	years	old.	A	DMV	smog	check	is	also	mandatory	for	heavy-duty	vehicles	that	are	model	year	2007	and	newer	and	carry	a	gross	vehicle	weight	of
between	8,501	to	14,000	pounds.	In	Illinois,	when	an	emission	test	is	required,	you	will	receive	a	notice	in	the	mail.	You	are	required	to	register	your	vehicle	before	bringing	it	in	for	testing.	Smog	Check	Exemptions	in	Illinois	Auto	emissions	testing	in	Illinois	is	not	required	for	every	vehicle,	as	there	are	certain	state	regulations	which	exempt	drivers
from	testing	their	vehicles	in	the	state.	Maintaining	a	smog	check	history	is	important,	regardless	of	an	exemption.	Test	exemptions	are	available	to	motorists	who	have	vehicles	year	1967	and	older	or	1995	and	older	as	long	as	the	vehicle	is	compliant	with	the	Illinois	Vehicle	Emissions	Inspection	Law	as	of	February	1,	2007.	Other	inspection
exemptions	include	the	following:	Diesel	vehicles	Electric	vehicles	Motorcycles	and	mopeds	Antique	vehicles	Custom	vehicles	Street	rods	Farm	vehicles	Out-of-State	Emissions	Testing	in	Illinois	An	Illinois	smog	test	is	required	for	residents,	even	if	they	are	temporarily	out	of	state.	A	DMV	smog	check	must	be	performed	on	a	vehicle	if	it	is	registered
in	a	county	which	requires	testing.	Inspection	requirements	are	determined	based	on	compliance	and	regulations	of	the	county	of	registration.	You	can	have	a	smog	test	performed	out-of-state	on	your	vehicle,	if	necessary.	If	your	car	is	located	in	a	state	that	does	not	offer	testing,	you	may	be	exempt	from	the	inspection	cycle	for	that	time	period.	If
you	have	an	out-of-state	registration	and	are	temporarily	in	the	state,	then	you	are	not	required	to	pass	testing	in	the	state.	Emissions	Waivers	in	Illinois	If	an	IL	smog	check	results	in	a	failure,	there	may	be	a	necessity	to	apply	for	the	smog	certification	waiver	in	the	state.	To	be	eligible	for	the	waiver,	your	vehicle	must	have	failed	inspection,	met	the
necessary	repairs	and	failed	testing	yet	again.	To	apply	for	a	waiver,	your	vehicle	must	also	have	all	emissions	control	equipment	intact	and	operational,	spent	at	least	$450	in	testing-related	repairs	and	have	all	proof	of	repairs	by	an	accredited	repair	technician.	To	request	an	Illinois	smog	test	waiver,	contact	the	Secretary	of	State	office	for	further
instructions.	Testing	Fees	in	Illinois	The	emission	test	cost	varies	by	county,	testing	location	and	required	testing.	Voluntary	smog	tests	require	a	$20	fee.	However,	prices	for	other	testing	services	vary.	For	further	pricing	information,	contact	the	smog	check	station	nearest	you.	Costs	for	testing	completed	out	of	state	will	also	have	varying	fees.
Contact	the	testing	service	in	your	area	for	prices.	Where	to	Perform	an	Emissions	Check	in	Illinois	While	searching	“car	inspection	near	me”	online	might	seem	like	the	simplest	way	to	find	a	smog	test	station,	a	bit	more	specification	may	be	required.	Any	authorized	testing	location	in	Illinois	that	has	been	licensed	by	the	state	is	eligible	to	perform	a
smog	check	on	your	vehicle.	An	official	testing	station	will	have	a	sign	issued	by	the	Illinois	Vehicle	Services	Department.	A	simple	internet	search	for	“emissions	testing	near	me”	may	be	a	better	way	to	locate	the	testing	center	closest	to	your	zip	code.	Keep	in	mind,	vehicle	inspections	for	light-duty	vehicles	may	be	only	available	in	certain	locations.
Failing	an	Illinois	Smog	and	Emissions	Test	Failing	the	IL	smog	test	means	that	your	vehicle	is	not	up	to	the	pollution	control	standards	set	by	the	state.	Failing	a	safety	and	emissions	test	in	Illinois	means	you	will	need	to	have	your	vehicle	repaired	and	then	retested.	Make	sure	you	maintain	all	repair	receipts	for	your	records.	Certain	testing	stations
in	Illinois	may	offer	repair	on-site	after	a	failure.	These	locations	may	even	offer	a	smog	check	coupon	if	you	have	your	car	repaired	in	the	same	place	as	your	vehicle	is	being	tested.


