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As	H.	Sweet's	work	emerged	around	the	turn	of	the	20th	century,	we	can	consider	1900	as	a	dividing	line	between	two	distinct	periods	in	the	development	of	English	grammars,	marking	the	beginning	of	the	second	period	characterized	by	scientific	approaches.	This	shift	was	largely	driven	by	the	fact	that	Latin	grammar	dominated	school	curricula
until	the	16th	century,	and	there	were	no	English	language	grammars	available	during	this	time.	Sweet's	Preface	highlights	the	need	for	a	scientifically	grounded	English	grammar,	which	became	increasingly	influential	in	shaping	the	field.	The	advent	of	new	types	of	grammars,	including	classical	scientific,	structural-descriptive,	and
transformational-generative	approaches,	significantly	impacted	the	way	linguists	understood	and	analyzed	the	English	language.	These	developments	were	also	reflected	in	the	work	of	prominent	scholars	like	Sweet,	who	sought	to	address	long-standing	gaps	in	linguistic	knowledge.	A	key	milestone	in	the	early	history	of	English	grammar	was	William
Bullokar's	"Pamphlet	for	Grammar,"	published	in	1586,	which	aimed	to	provide	a	systematic	framework	for	understanding	the	English	language.	This	pioneering	work	was	influenced	by	William	Lily's	"Rudimenta	Grammatices"	(1534),	which	introduced	a	more	nuanced	approach	to	Latin-based	grammar.	King	Henry	VIII's	endorsement	of	Lily's
methods	further	solidified	their	importance	in	shaping	English	instruction.	As	the	17th	and	18th	centuries	progressed,	scholars	like	Christopher	Cooper	and	Lindley	Murray	continued	to	build	upon	earlier	developments,	introducing	new	perspectives	on	English	grammar	that	drew	from	both	Latin	and	Ancient	Greek	traditions.	The	significance	of	these
innovations	cannot	be	overstated,	as	they	played	a	pivotal	role	in	the	commercialization	of	Western	societies.	The	late	17th	century	saw	a	surge	in	the	publication	of	grammars	inspired	by	Bullokar's	work,	including	John	Brightland's	"A	Grammar	of	the	English	Tongue"	(1711)	and	James	Greenwood's	"Essay	towards	a	Practical	Grammar	Usage."	These
texts	reflected	ongoing	efforts	to	refine	grammatical	understanding	and	improve	communication	skills.	By	the	early	19th	century,	over	900	books	had	been	published	on	the	importance	of	grammar	in	the	English	language,	highlighting	the	cumulative	impact	of	these	developments	on	our	understanding	of	linguistics.	The	growth	of	this	literature
marked	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	history	of	English	grammar,	setting	the	stage	for	future	innovations	and	refinements.	Of	the	approximately	900	books,	around	100	employed	the	"Egalitarian"	and	"Utilitarian"	approach.	In	1848,	Edward	Shelley	authored	"The	People's	Grammar:	English	Grammar	Difficulties	for	the	Million."	This	book	aimed	to
educate	18th-century	young	readers	on	developing	their	grammatical	skills	in	English.	Around	the	same	time,	William	Cobbett	published	"A	Grammar	of	the	English	Language:	In	a	Series	of	Letters,"	emphasizing	the	importance	of	grammatical	skills	for	students,	sailors,	soldiers,	and	apprentices.	Visit	the	official	English	Grammar	website	(	for	more
grammar	lessons,	rules,	and	news	suitable	for	everyday	use.	According	to	historians,	English	grammar	first	emerged	in	the	16th	century.	Over	time,	numerous	developments	have	been	made.	The	term	"grammar"	originates	from	ancient	Greece,	meaning	the	craft	of	letters.	The	history	of	both	England	and	Britain	is	intertwined	with	the	development
of	English	grammar.	Grammar	plays	a	vital	role	in	learning	English,	comprising	basic	and	advanced	rules.	In	modern	times,	we	learn	English	grammar	in	classrooms	and	lectures.	Here,	we'll	delve	into	the	history	of	English	grammar	and	its	evolution	over	the	years.	The	History	of	English	Grammar	began	in	the	late	16th	century	with	William
Bullokar's	"Pamphlet	for	Grammar"	(1586).	In	this	book,	he	wrote	about	the	development	of	English	grammar	in	Latin	America.	In	the	16th	century,	Bullokar	also	adopted	the	old	"Reformed	Spelling	System"	in	some	of	his	writings.	Some	evidence	of	early	English	grammar	includes:	*	In	1542,	King	Henry	VIII	authorized	Lily's	grammar	usage	in
teaching	the	English	language.	*	The	first	English	grammar	written	in	Latin	was	"Grammatica	Linguae	Angelicance"	by	Christopher	Cooper	(1685).	The	16th	century	saw	the	emergence	of	English	grammar	books,	which	initially	followed	Latin	grammar	structures.	Over	time,	these	guides	shed	Latin	influence	and	incorporated	elements	like	sound
systems.	The	19th	century	marked	a	turning	point,	with	grammar	books	embracing	a	more	modern	approach.	Here's	a	list	of	English	grammar	books	published	between	the	16th	to	18th	centuries:	1.	"Bref	Grammar	for	English"	by	William	Boulkar	(1586)	2.	"Grammatica	Anglicana"	by	Paul	Greaves	(1594)	3.	"Orthographie	and	Congruitie	of	Britan
Tongue"	by	Alexander	Hume	(1617)	4.	"Longonomia	Anglica"	by	Alexander	Gill	(1619/1621)	5.	"English	Grammar"	by	Charles	Butler	(1634)	6.	"The	English	Grammar"	by	Ben	Jonson	(1640)	7.	"The	English	Accidence"	by	Joshua	Poole	(1646)	8.	"Grammatica	Linguæ	Accidence"	by	John	Wallis	(1653)	9.	"The	English	Grammar"	by	Jeremiah	Wharton
(1654)	10.	"A	New	English	Grammar"	by	James	Howell	(1662)	11.	"School	Pastime	for	Young	Children:	or	the	Rudiments	of	Grammar"	by	John	Newton	(1669)	12.	"Accedence	Commenc't	Grammar"	by	John	Milton	(1669)	13.	"The	Child’s	Delight"	by	Thomas	Lye	(1671)	14.	"Grammatica	Linguæ"	by	unknown	author	(no	specific	date)	Cooper's	17th-
century	work	"A	Key	to	the	Art	of	Letters"	laid	the	groundwork	for	English	Grammar	books.	The	following	century	saw	Robert	Lowth	publish	"An	Essay	on	English	Grammar,"	followed	by	William	Ward's	"A	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language."	In	the	late	18th	century,	Joseph	Priestly	wrote	"The	Rudiments	of	English	Gramma"	and	Lindley	Murray
released	"English	Grammar:	Adapted	to	the	Different	Classes	of	Learners."	The	list	continues	with	S.	No.	books	published	between	the	19th	and	20th	centuries,	including	"A	Grammatical	Institute	of	the	English	Language"	by	Noah	Webster,	"A	Grammar	of	the	English	Language,	In	a	Series	of	Letters"	by	William	Cobbett,	"English	Grammar"	by	William
Chauncey	Fowler,	and	more.	The	evolution	of	the	English	language	is	deeply	connected	with	its	history.	From	British	influences	to	global	expansion,	English	has	become	a	dynamic	and	diverse	language.	Unlike	many	other	languages,	which	were	created	by	a	single	person	or	group,	English	grammar	developed	through	centuries	of	use	and	study	by
numerous	people,	including	grammarians,	linguists,	and	scholars.	The	impact	of	historical	events	on	the	English	language	can	be	seen	in	its	development.	The	influence	of	British	history	and	changes	has	shaped	the	language	over	time.	Initially,	English	was	a	British	language	that	gradually	became	a	global	one.	English	grammar	was	not	written	by	a
single	author	but	rather	evolved	through	collective	efforts.	Some	significant	contributors	to	its	development	include	William	Bullokar	and	Robert	Lowth,	whose	works	in	the	16th	and	18th	centuries	helped	establish	the	grammar	rules	we	follow	today.	The	English	language	has	been	influenced	by	various	cultures	and	languages	throughout	history,
including	Germanic	tribes	like	the	Angles,	Saxons,	and	Jutes	who	settled	in	Britain	in	the	5th	century	CE.	Today,	it	is	a	blend	of	different	influences,	including	Latin,	French,	Dutch,	and	Afrikaans.	A	simplified	look	at	the	evolution	of	English	reveals	its	diverse	origins.	The	Old	English	period,	which	lasted	from	449	to	1066	AD,	was	marked	by	Celtic	and
Latin	influences.	The	Middle	English	era,	spanning	from	1066	to	1500	AD,	saw	a	significant	shift	with	French	influence	becoming	more	pronounced.	The	Early	Modern	English	period,	from	1500	to	1800	AD,	witnessed	the	impact	of	the	printing	revolution,	which	introduced	new	words	created	using	Latin	and	Greek	prefixes	and	affixes.	Scholars	during
this	time	also	focused	on	developing	different	language	areas	such	as	style,	writing	systems,	grammar,	and	vocabulary.	Notable	milestones	in	English	history	include	Henry	Cockrum's	publication	of	the	first	English	dictionary	in	1623	and	the	influence	of	William	Shakespeare	on	the	language.	The	Early	Modern	English	period	lasted	from	1500	to	1800
AD.	In	summary,	the	development	of	English	grammar	is	intricately	tied	with	its	historical	context.	Understanding	this	connection	can	provide	valuable	insights	into	how	the	language	has	evolved	over	time	and	continues	to	grow	through	global	influences.
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